SOLAR BLUES

SEB is going full steam regarding rooftop solar projects and is
getting a fantastic response from the consumers. The total

egistration has crossed 200 MW and is rising. The solar boom
cannot be avoided from a global and national perspective, eventhough it
will seriously affect the revenue potential of the utilities. KSEB has now
withdrawn from investing its own fund in these projects and is only
facilitating the central subsidy schemes promoting the rooftop solar.
However this booming sector is bringing its own technical problems to the
fore with the widespread implementation.

The sector being a comparatively new sector is languishing with lack of
technical clarities and sometimes ambiguities in regulations or
implementation requirements. Standards are evolving and an
international standard for interconnection like IEEE 1547 is getting
constantly revised from 2005 onwards incorporating the wvarious
requirements. The standard espouses the requirements at the point of
coupling to the grid. The standard specifies the conformance test
procedures - how to conduct the commissioning tests and which all tests
are to be conducted before connecting a plant to the grid. Eventhough the
standards are supposedly for connecting bulk systems, it can be taken as
an indication to the problems associated with the grid connectivity of
Distributed Energy Resources ( DER).

Cont..page 4
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The problems of rooftop solar instal-
lations are beginning to surface at various
parts of our State now. Many a solar in-
stallations are tripping on high voltage
throughout the day and are not able to
generate as per installed capacity. The
consumer has not yet identified the
problem as due to the system and is
blaming the inverter manufacturer or
installation contractor for the ordeal. It is
not known whether the voltage ride
through facilities as per standards is
incorporated in the inverter design.

Most of the inverters are setting the
power factor as unity for getting
maximum output from the plant for the
consumers. This is very detrimental to the
utility wherein, utility has to cater the
whole reactive power needs of the
consumer while they are generating.
Unless addressed in time this is going to
create havoc in the distribution grid with
extreme voltage fluctuations also. In
addition to this, utility in future may need
to plan installation of capacitors in LV
network for addressing the issue.
Management of power
requirement in Distribution grid will be
complicated with constant switching in
and out of DERs .

The short circuit capacity of the
Distribution grid is going to be uprated
with so many DERs coming in the grid
directly. This may require careful modeling
and study by protection engineers,
careful planning of the capacity that can
be added in LV or HV, Capacity of the

reactive

transformers in the system etc. Since KSEB
is going for a mass injection of solar, we
may need to evolve certain guidelines for
connecting the solar plants, making the
feasibility studies, selecting the plant and
equipment, selecting inverter settings etc.
It is suggested that the REES shall study
the impact and shall come out with a
document regarding guidelines to be
followed in field for design, selection,
commissioning, interconnection, settings
etc.

Very high penetration of renewables
and other DERs , due to the intermittency
and uncertainty of renewable generation
is liable to cause fluctuations in the grid.
For addressing the problem a proper
forecasting setup need to be there. KSEB
had earlier setup a system for bringing the
data to the Renewable control room in the
Ninth floor. It is presently known that this
system is currently having limited scope
to integrate new DERs which are coming
up. It is also learnt that the system is not
displaying the required data/parameters
as envisaged in the contract. Either this
system shall be revived or a new
comprehensive system for data amalgama-
tion shall be setup with DREMS
(Distributed Renewable Eneregy Manage-
ment Software)

KSEB has floated a tender for
initiating the Battery storage system and
the response seems to be good. It is also
learnt that a preliminary study regarding
pumped storage systems is also with the
management. These systems are a must
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KSEB Engineers' Association
Selection List of Education Endowment Award for 2018-18, 2019-20 & 2020 - 21
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i Unit

Name of the Student

Name of the Parent

MARKS! SCORE/

Yesr GRADE

Er. U Chandu Nair Memorial Award [For the most eligible Student of Engineering 1st year from

among the wards of em ployees of KSEB based on the marks obtained in HSC/Plus2)

1 |Evan Joshy Chittilappilly Thrissur  |Joshy P Chittilappilly 2020-21

2 |K. Harsha Thrissur K. G. Foity 2020-21

3 |Shan Shaji Idukki SHAJ K MATHEWS 19-20

Er. | Janardhanan Memorial Award (For teh wards of Association members who score the highest
marks in plus 2)

4 |Adithya Sankar Muvattupuzha |Jayasankar K R 18-19 1184

5 |Ishaani R Kamath Trivandrum [RANJT KUMAR 20-21 1196

6 |Anjaly Zacharias Iduileki P. C Zacharias AEE 18-20 1184

marks in SSLC examination)

Er. A R Sreedhara Panicker Award (For the wards of Association members who score the highest

7 |Salma A Vahid Alzppuzha  |Akdul Vahid K J 18.20 Al
& |lshaani R Kamath Trivandrum  |RANJT KUMAR WV 18.19 A+
9 |Harshitha K S Palakkad |Shanavas KV 20-21 A+
10 |Mavami Jyothsna Muvattupuzha [JOTHY KUMAR S 20-20 A+
11 |Aravind S Trivandrum |SANTHOSH E 18-18 Al
12 |Manu Mathew Kottayam | Mathewkulty George 18-19 At
13 |Rardra SV Kannur Valsakumar M s 20-21 Al
14 |Swaliha Muhammad Kozhikoede |Muhammad K K 20-21 At
15 |Akhil J Francis Thrissur Jeeji Francis K P 20-21 At
16 |Anjana J Francis Thrissur Jeeji Francis KP 20-21 At
17 |Akhijith D Arathil Thrissur Er. K.Dinesh 20-21 Al

going forward. But we also suggest that
proper modeling and injection study for
BESS shall be initiated before selection of
injection point. Till now such studies are
not initiated and as suggested earlier by
us a design and engineering wing shall be
constituted for Distribution and Transmis-
sion studies for the same.

KSEB has gone for a consultancy
study for studying the impact of renew-
able in the field. The scope of the study

with consultancy shall be widened after
stakeholder consultations from the field.
Many more installation issues are doing
rounds and grapevine is that a system col-
lapse will only force all to address the is-
sues. We urge the management to
proactively come up with a roadmap to
release comprehensive guidelines for Con-
nection of Solar to the Grid after properly
studying the impact. Let Solar Blues be
turned into brightness for all. *
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THE TRUTH ABOUT EMPLOYEE COST IN KSEBL

(Contd..)

DISTRIBUTION

According to electricity act 2003,
National Electric Policy & Tariff Policy; the
responsibility of the distribution licensee
is to arrange power from generating
companies through power purchases,
arrange transmission of the power from
generating stations to the consumer
centers by utilizing transmission lines by
paying transmission charges or wheeling
charges and sell the power to the
consumers through the distribution
system maintained by it in accordance
with the tariff allowed by the SERC. SERC
shall decide the tariff based on the power
purchase cost, depreciation of capital
expenditure, cost of loan and O&M
expenditure which include the employee
cost.

As such only those cost of the
employee utilized for the O&M and
recovery of charges need be accounted as
employee cost.

This means, the cost of employees
utilized for other purposes that cannot be
accounted in the O&M cost need to be
segregated and the cost for such works
need to be realized from such projects or
works.

Again, many R&M works including
transformer maintenance & HT line
maintenance, executed by contracts in
other utilities being executed by permanent

10

-
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Er. C.P. George
Deputy Chief Engineer (Rtd.)

employees in KSEBL and need to be
accounted appropriately in O&M account.

The various activities that undertaken
by the officers and staff of the distribution
wing beyond the accounted cost in the
ARR is given below

1. Capital works in the distribution wing;:

The execution of capital works
including effecting new service
connection need a separate system for
execution and the employee cost for
these works need to be accounted
separately and shall be capitalized and
should be accounted in the valuation of
assets. Consequently, the value of these
assets including the employee cost used
for execution is supposed to provide
KSEBL with return through loan cost
and depreciation. As such by
accounting their salary in O&M, the
organization is losing the return and
providing additional expenditure.

According to CERC/SERC guidelines
the useful life of the transmission/
distribution line 1is 35 years,
communication system is 15 years IT
equipment is 7 years & software for 5
years. Many of the works being
accounted in O&M, including the works
that being executed during natural
calamity in distribution wing have the
scope of converting it to a capital work



by proper identification and program
implementations. Instead, many such
works are being under O&M for
maintaining the system and in turn leads
to increase in O&M expense and
employee cost. Thus, we may state that
the poor management strategy without
vision is major reason for higher
establishment cost in KSEBL.

Kindly note that as per the CEA
Planning strategy, we to need to satisty
(n-1) condition in the distribution
system for quality and reliability of the
supply and need a lot of investment in
the sector. If we appropriately structure
distribution wing and account the cost
employees used for the creation of
distribution assets, the salary cost for
KSEBL shall be far better competitive
than many of the comparing states.

Need to ensure with appropriate
systems and corporate software that the
capital investment costs shall not reflect
to the O&M expense. Kindly note that
IT software being considered as an
investment with 5 years useful life by
CERC is accounted as employee cost in
KSEBL during past 15 years!

The issue with our efficiency and
effectiveness in execution of capital
projects need be reviewed and
corrective steps need to be taken with a
professional approach by the decision
makers in this regard.

2.Consultancy/ advisory services
provided to the local bodies and other
government projects.

KSEBL is providing consultancy service
and technical service to most of the
electrical projects prepared by local
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bodies at different levels by rendering the
services of the officers and staff from Line
Man to Chief Engineer. The time spend
by KSEBL officers & staff for such works
need to be accounted against the
consultancy services and legitimate fees
collected from the concerned
departments can be deducted from the
employee cost.

3.The DSM Activities &
Nonconventional Energy Sources.

All the DSM activities except
replacement of the faulty meter need to
be accounted separately. KSEBL as a
distribution licensee must see that
maximum power is sold to the consumer
through its infrastructure for better
utilization of its infrastructure &
establishment. Higher the power sold,
less will be the percentage of employee
cost. As the tariff is telescopic, more
power consumed by the consumer gives
better revenue, provided it is metered
with a correct meter. Responsibility of
the distribution licensee is to distribute
electricity with quality and reliability @
minimum loss in the distribution system.
We have Bureau of Energy Efficiency
constituted by GOI under subsection (1)
of section 3 of Energy Conservation act
2001 responsible for the Coordinating
the functions of energy conservation in
India and the State Designated Agency,
the Energy Management Centre to
coordinate such activities in the state of
Kerala. The distribution licensee needs
to account the employee utilization for
such purposes separately based on the
specific schemes initiated by these
agencies and deduct the cost from the
employee cost. ©
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Again, we have ANERT to take care of
all the nonconventional energy sources
including the Solar and Wind projects.
The responsibility of the distribution
licensee is only to meet the requirement
of Renewable Purchase Obligation
(RPO) specified by the Commission and
the cost is to be met through the ARR.

Engaging the employees of the
distribution sector in those areas with
philosophical conflicts with the
functional goals do not augment well
with the distribution efficiency as same
shall lead to motivational issues and
conflicting interest among employees. If
the distribution sector needs to function
in commercial principles, the officers and
staff of the distribution licensee nee to
conceive the commercial principles and
entrusting government responsibilities to
its employees do not do any good for it
efficiency.

4. Deposit works:

The man hours used by the officers and
staff for providing the services on deposit
work is not accounted as per the
market value. The cost allowed by the
KSERC for such services are pea nuts
compared to the market value of the
employee cost spend by KSEBL. Thus,
actual cost based on the market value
shall be realized and deducted from the
employee cost projected.

5. Streetlight maintenance.

The responsibility of the licensee is to
provide supply through correct meter
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according to the tariff specified by the
KSERC. The streetlight maintenance is
the responsibility of the local body and
same need to be done under supervision
of KSEB staff on payment of the
supervision charge. This supervision
charge needs to be collected based on the
actual cost of the employee utilized and
need to be deducted from the employee
cost.

6. Works Related to the Natural
Calamities

Need to account the cost of works and
employees used for restoring supply
during natural calamities separately and
accounted separately. The amount
needs to be deducted from the cost of
O&M of the assets in the SBU.

No organization in power sector uses
the same employees for O&M and capital
works/ asset creation works as both
functions are managed with different
philosophies. The type of skills required for
both functions are entirely exclusive.

The O&M employee to be loaded
functionally with only those works in the
distribution system for maintaining the
supply. All other services need to be
excluded from their responsibility and shall
bring under a separate ARU for capital
services. Possible mechanization and
automation need to be introduced for
O&M and universally accepted project
execution philosophies need to be adopted
for capital works in par with other
performing organization.

Similarly, the employee cost for
billing and accounting needs to be
evaluated on functional basis in par with



the performing organization in power
sector and possible automation and
software solution for billing need to be
investigated. Hope that RDSS (Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme) with AMI
(Advanced Metering infrastructure)
combined with smart meters shall be
implemented in KSEBL successfully to take
the organization to next level of power
distribution and consumer experience.

After using the employees for those
works that cannot be accounted in the
O&M and ARR, without taking relevant
steps to implement all these structural
modifications & modernizations as
envisaged in the Electricity Act 2003, its
subordinate rules, regulations and
restructuring programs for functional
transparency with functional efficiency;
blaming the organization for the high
employee cost do not serve any purpose
for the state power sector.

TRANSMISSION:

The responsibility of the State
Transmission Utility is fo build, maintain
and operate an efficient, co-ordinated and
economical inter-State transmission system or
intra-State transmission system, as the case
may be; should undertake network expansion
after identifying the requirements in
consultation with stakeholders and due
regulatory approvals.

As such the employee cost of the STU
need to be identified separately with
separate ARR based on the transmission
charges according to the quantum of
energy handled by the STU. The ARR
must be based on the depreciation, the cost
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of loan, return on equity, O&M expense
employee cost etc.

Here again the capital works need to
be segregated from the O&M works.
Moreover, the transmission assets need to
be demarcated from distribution assets by
fixing the interfacing point with
distribution.

Even though our lines and substation
equipments have crossed the life span
allowed, we have not made any
systematic plan to renovate and
modernize our transmission system to the
tune of Grid complexity requirement for
present complex scenario as envisaged in
the Electricity Act 2003 and its
subordinate regulations. Thus, instead of
doing capital works, we are managing the
system with O&M which automatically
reflects in the employee cost and O&M
cost! As such the employee cost may be
high since we are managing the system
without systematic capital investments to

replace and modernise our old
transmission lines and substation
equipments to the tune of grid

connectivity requirements. Thus, instead
of reflecting the depreciation of the
capital investment in the transmission
tariff, our O&M cost and employee cost
in the transmission is being reflected in the
distribution ARR?!! Hence, we are not able
to evaluate whether KSEBL transmission
system is efficient or the employee cost in
the transmission is comparable with
another organisation.

(To be contiuned.....)
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ALPHABET QUIz

s Which Letter is singular ?

Ans: (A)

s Which Letteris an insect ?
Ans: B (BEE)

% Which Letter is a human organ ?
Ans: | (Eye)

s Which Letter is an exclamation ?
Ans: O (Oh)

% Which is an pronoun ?
Ans:V (We)

s Which Letteris a drink ?
Ans: T (Tea)
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Shreya S.
D/o. Er. Lekha P.
Executive Engineer

«  Which letter asks a question ?

Ans:Y (why)

s Which letter is a vegetable ?

Ans: P (Pea)

«  Which letter denotes an answer ?

Ans: S (Yes) 2
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Creativity is seeing the same thing but

thinking differently. (Abdul Kalam)
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(As per Section 46 of the Electricity Act
Licensee is entitled to collect reasonable expen-
diture for providing electric line and electric plant
or as per Section 45 & 47, the security and "rent
& other charges" for providing electric plant and
meter. Thus, for meters, licensee is not entitled
to collect the cost but only the "rent & other
charges" along with security unless the consumer
elects to purchase the meter as specified in sec-
tion 55 of Electricity Act! As such the cost of
consumer metering infrastructure cannot be in-
cluded in the capital investment plan and should
be acted as specified in Section 45 & 47 of the
electricity Act!)
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WORK- LIFE BALANCE

While I was in Ottawa, a Canadian
couple, Joe and Mary, lived in an adja-
cent apartment. They had a new born
baby. Joe worked in a Law firm and Mary
was working as a secretary in a Finance
company. Since they were not in high-
level salaries, neither of them could afford
to lose their jobs by taking long leave to
look after the child. Working remotely
was not in vogue. With their limited in-
come, they were also not able to provide
child care facility which was highly ex-
pensive. With the birth of nuclear family
such situations are witnessed all over the
world derailing work-life balance.

You may now ask, “Why are so many
women with children working?”.
Economic necessity and higher cost of
living force women to work in paid jobs.
Certainly, some women work outside the
home because they find their jobs highly
fulfilling and rewarding.

HYDEL BULLET /€%

Er. Chandran pillai G.
Deputy Chief engineer (Rtd.)

Take a moment to reflect on your
tamily life. You are likely thinking of your
spouse, children, parents, siblings and
other close relatives. Now think of your
job getting in the way of your personal life.
What if you didn’t have time to spend with
your children on their birth days? What if
you didn’t have time to visit your ailing
hospitalized parents? How would you feel
if your personal life is completely
dominated by your professional life?

Personality type, workplace bullying,
workplace mobbing and technologically
blurred boundaries can trigger work-life
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imbalance. If you have Type A
personality, you can be highly stressed and
aggressive. To maintain a competitive edge
in a professional world full of people who
breathe, eat and sleep work, you will have
a tendency to live your life out of balance.
Workplace bullying has a direct impact on
work-life balance that causes embarrass-
ment, humiliation and stress. Mobbing is
a group attack on an employee while
bullying is an attack by a single individual
resulting in discrediting and loss of
reputation. Technologically blurred
boundaries also trigger work-life
imbalance. E-mails, text messages, voice
mails and other forms of technology have
increased work related tasks. Think of a
boss who sends numerous e mails
starting at 11.00 pm and communicating
till the wee hours!

In the cases of women, when they
entered the workforce, all their former
duties in the home and for the family
didn’t disappear. When women increased
their financial contributions, men didn’t
necessarily increase their domestic
contributions as they fail to do their share
of housework. With the spread of
Covid-19 virus, work at home has become
a practice. Because she was home all day,
her husband and relatives would ask her
to run errands for them. Work life and
home life have blurred into one big blob
with no down time for her to relax. Top
management failure to address work and
family pressures restrains millions of
women every day, not only from rising
and leading, but also from blending a
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satisfying career with a healthy
partnership and motherhood.

Saying the art of saying “no” tactfully
and developing EI (Emotional Intelligence)
and time management skills will help you
tackle the challenges connected with
work-life disconnect. = The Personal
Digital Assistant (PDA) is expected to help
professionals managing work-life
boundaries. Use your professional email
address for work related communications
only. Taking vacation reduces stress and
burnout. Taking calls, checking emails and
conducting meetings via teleconference is
not a vacation. Spouse’s support is
necessary for a conflict free life.

We are now witnessing a population
explosion of solos- people who live alone
outside a family. Many deliberately
choose it at least for a time. My New York
friend has an employed daughter who
lives alone in a separate apartment. I once
asked her, “Why are you still living alone,
not getting married?”.She quickly replied,
“I am afraid I wouldn’t be able to blend
my satisfying career with a healthy
partnership”. Creating and nurturing
families is a source of stress for so many!

Another significant phenomenon is
the increase of young couples consciously
choosing a child-free life style. Worried
about how they will manage it all, many
couples are choosing not to have children.
A modestly affluent Kerala couple says,
“We don't think we will have children. They
would drastically alter our way of life. We
are used to our life style the way it is”.

We need a can-do sense of optimism
and a must-do sense of responsibility.

*
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The NTPC at Kayamkulam

It is an irony that the giant and
prestigious Thermal plant at Kayamkulam
is being kept idle as the fuel naphtha used
in the plant being expensive and hence the
generation of electricity is uneconomical.
It is learnt that more than 18,000T of
naphtha is still available in the stock. The
naphtha being primarily intended for
manufacture of fertilizers can be resold to
the FACT Alwaye for its best utilization.
It is still unknown why the NTPC is not
trying to get the cheaper LNG from the
nearby Cochin LNG terminals for its
power generation. The gas pipeline can be
extended easily from Cochin to
Kayamkulam and the plant can be
operated more economically using the gas.
The NTPC can operate the plant
using the gas in two ways.
1. As conventional steam power plant
using gas as fuel.

2. As gas turbo-alternators with
combined cycle steam turbo
alternator utilizing waste heat
energy.

The NTPC should take the decision
on this policy.

The conventional steam power plant
is more suited to Kayamkulam consider-
ing the following reasons.

*  Construction of a giant reservoir to
harvest rain water and to store
water.

Being the extensive paddy field, it is
easier to construct the requisite size of
storage reservoir for rainwater harvesting.

Er. Gopalakrishnan R.
Retd. Member (Electrical) KSEB

The storage water will be sufficient to
replenish the feedwater into the boiler.

* DPreheating the feed water using
giant solar water heaters.

Being the extensive paddy field, solar
water heaters can be erected conven-
iently to any extent so that the feed
water can be heated up to 70 degree
C. The gas fuel can be saved much in
this way. The boiler can heat the
preheated (70 degree C) feedwater to
raise the steam to the required
super-heat level.

I do hope that the Kerala Govt. and
the KSEB will take the initiative urgently
to extend the LNG pipeline upto the plant
and take over the plant on lease for 50
years for operation to our best advantage
lest the plant should be sold to any of the
industrial giants in the near future. (In lieu
of the Thiruvananthapuram International
Airport lost to us.)

*
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ASWATTHAMA -

the ELEPHANT

(mahabharatha epic)

ASWATTHAMA: was the son of

Dronacharya. He fought in Kaurava side
in Kurukshetra war. He was made the
commander-in-chief of Kaurava army in
the evening of the last day of the war. He
was believed to be immortal. He was a
great warrior and had many celestial
weapons in his armory. He killed
Dhrishtadyuma on the last day of war.
Aswathama was one of the three survi-
vors on Kaurava side at the end of
Kurukshetra war.

ASWATTHAMA- ELEPHANT: was a
warrior elephant in the Pandava army. As
per the ethics of war, no one is allowed to
strike an animal unless it is posed a direct
threat.

DRONACHARYA: was a bhramin, son of
sage Bharadwaja. Drona got his name,
because he was conceived in a pot. Drona
married Kripi, daughter of another sage
Saradwat and a nymph. Aswathama was
their son. It is said, one day Aswathama
was playing with his friends, when the
friends drank milk he wanted to drink
milk, his friends gave him rice water,
Aswathama drank it thinking it was milk.
Since Drona lived in poverty his son could
not distinguish milk and rice water. Drona
became very ashamed of this incident.
Drona went to his childhood friend
Drupada, now the king of Panchala. When
they were children Drupada had prom-
ised Drona to share half of Panchala when
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Er. Thomas Kolanjikombil
Maramon.

he becomes the king. Drona reminded
Drupada about his promise. Drupada ridi-
culed him and said 'I can give you dekshina
for your childhood services'. Hurt and
humiliated Drona want to become
Drupada's equal. Drona went to
Parasurama, a renegade bhramin, who
knew the art of war. Parasurama hated
warrior caste and kings ever since his
father was killed by a king. Parasurama
agreed to teach Drona weaponry and art
of war on the condition that he will not
share the teachings with any warrior caste.
Drona broke this promise when he offered
to become the guru of Kauravas and
Pandavas, on the price of half of
Drupada's kingdom. On the completion of
their training Drona's students attacked
Panchala and forcibly divided Panchala in
to two and gave half to their guru. Drona
made Aswathama, his son as king of half
the Panchala.

DRUPADA: was the king of Panchala.
After his defeat at the hand of Drona,
Drupada wants to take revenge. He knew
that he was no match for Drona. Drupada
performed 'puthrakamoshti yanja' to
beget a son who could slay Drona. From
yanja fire, twins Dhrishtadyuma and
princess Droupadi were born. Droupadi
became the wife of pandavas. Shikhandi
another character in mahabharatha was
the son of Drupada.



THE STORY: In the Kurukshetra war of
eighteen days, Bhishma was the com-
mander-in-chief of Kaurava army. He fell
on day ten. Drona was made the com-
mander-in-chief. Drona was a great war-
rior and ruthless killer. He slayed Arjuna's
son Abhimanyu and Drupada. Only
Arjuna can match Drona in weaponry.
But Arjuna will not fight against his guru.
Lord Krishna, Pandava's strategist in
Kurukshetra war sensed danger. He knew
Drona must be killed to win the war. But
how?. Krishna knew that Drona was a
man greatly attached to his son
Aswathama. To kill such a man, that to
which he is attached must be destroyed.
To kill Aswathama (immortal one) was
not an easy task. Krishna hatched a plan
to kill Drona on the fifteenth day of war.
He asked Bhima to kill an elephant by
name aswathama in their army and shout
loudly that Aswathama was killed. Bhima
broke the ethics of war and killed the el-
ephant aswathama by his mace and
shouted very loudly that Aswathama was
killed and started to rejoice with others that
Aswathama was killed. Drona assumed

HYDEL BULLET

that they were referring to his son
Aswathama. He refused to believe them.
Drona decided to check with Yudhishtira,
the eldest of Pandavas, a man who had
never uttered a lie. Krishna was aware of
Yudhishtira's honesty. He insisted
Yudhishtira to lie or tell a half truth.
Yudhishtira answered Drona with loud
voice "Yes, Aswathama is dead " and at
low voice he added " the elephant ". In the
din of war Drona heard only the first part,
"yes Aswathama is dead". With broken
heart Drona lowered his arms and wept.
Krishna asked Dhrishtadyuma to take
advantage of the moment. Immediately he
cut Drona's head and killed him before he
learned the truth.

MORAL OF THE STORY: There is more
to life than that meets the eye.

POST SCRIPT: What prompted me to
anatomise Mahabharatha is the title of a
recently published book "Aswathama
verum oru aana". Perhaps many who have
read Mahabharatha might have missed
this episode.

*
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Monthly meeting conducted during last month under various units
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