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Kerala Blasters Coach,
Mr. Subod; FACT Engineer,

The novel written by

Er Gayathri Nair 'As the
Breeze Whistled Past...' has
been selected for the Golden
Book Awards. This is one of

Asia’s most prestigious

awards ghven to selected

books,

Commemoration of
Comrade Kanam Rajendran
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UNILATERAL AGREEMENT
VIOLATIONS - ABIGNO

In the complex web of governance and corporate
collaborations, the essence of agreements often faces
challenges in implementation. This truth has come
to a reality in the recently released Government of
Kerala Gazette Notification whereby a crucial clause
6(9) has been deleted leading to the non-adherence
to the terms of a Tripartite Agreement involving the
Government of Kerala, Kerala State Electricity Board
Limited, and Kerala State Electricity Board
employees” Unions and Associations.

The Tripartite Agreement, inked on 01.08.2014, was
a significant step forward in harmonizing the
interests of these key stakeholders, aligning with the
provisions of the Kerala Electricity Second Transfer
2013.
specifically

However, recent
the
modification of the Revesting scheme through
G.O.(P)No. 6/2023 /Power dated 01.11.2023, have

sparked concerns. The agreement, borne out of

Scheme(Revesting)

developments, unilateral

extensive negotiations and mutual understanding,
is now at a critical juncture. The violation of its terms
demands our collective attention and actions. &




The Government decision now to modify
the Revesting scheme is in violation of the
provisions of the Second transfer scheme
wherein no changes can be made to the
scheme once the scheme is final after the
initial one year provisional period. This
raises serious concerns about the sanctity
of agreements and the ulterior motives of
the Government in power. Such actions
post the agreed-upon timeframe; challenge
the fundamental principles of the
Tripartite Agreement. The tripartite
agreement allowed for the retention of
electricity duty by Kerala State Electricity
Board Limited for an initial period. Given
the current inadequacy of the corpus fund,
we call for a continuation of this retention

It is note worthy that the Electricity
Act 2003 provides for protection of the
rights and benefits enjoyed by the
employees post corporatisation of the
power utility. It is with this intention the
tripartite agreement was formulated. The
Tripartite Agreement meticulously
outlines the sharing of liabilities,
emphasizing the need for urgent measures
to fund the additional liability of the
Master Trust. This is crucial to ensure the
uninterrupted disbursement of pensions
and other terminal benefits. Immediate
attention is required to address any
shortcomings in the Master Trust, to
ensure it fulfills its obligations as outlined
in the Tripartite agreement. The current

N e

state demands prompt remedial action to
safeguard the interests of the involved
parties. Clause 2(u) of the Tripartite
Agreement places the responsibility on the
State Government to ensure Kerala State
Electricity Board Limited fulfills its
commitments. This is a call to action,
urging the Government to issue the
necessary orders to uphold the agreed-
upon terms.

As announced in the last State budget,
the reclaiming of the Electricity Duty back
to the coffers of the Government is
understandable, but the removal of the
mechanisms for funding the Master Trust
and the liability sharing conditions are
pure deceit from the part of the
Government, who is the owner of the
institution and has vowed to keep its
nature public.

We have already brought our strong
protests to the CMD and the Power
Secretary, released a notice to the staff
across the State for empowering them and
if the stakeholders are not holding out
their positions, we may take a legal option
too for protecting the interests of the
stakeholders. Anyway we are stubborn in
protecting the interests of the 19000
employees who are eligible for statutory
pension and 42000 pensioners and will go
a long way in fighting for the cause.
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"Condolences & prayers lov the depanted saud."

Y t’ .
[T
Er Ravisankar M S
Deputy Cheif Engineer (Rtd.)

Former President of KSEBEA
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Year Gross Storage ason 31stMay
(inMillion Units)

2017 501.40MU

2018 984.30 MU

2019 653.60 MU

2020 1093.30 MU

2021 1483.40MU

2022 1364.50 MU

2023 863.87 MU
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GREATNESS OF NUMBER SEVEN (7)

The dictionary define '7' as the cardinal
number between 6 & 8. It is a prime
number. A prime number is a positive
integer that can be divided by itself and 1.
It is the only prime number preceeding a
cube. These qualities make 7, important in
mathematics and have applications in
various fields such as cryptography,
number theory and computer science. My
debate here is about the irrational nobility
of number 7.

In numerology number 7 represents
intellect, logic, wisdom, understanding,
truth, spirituality, intuition and mystery.
People influenced by this number, tend to
be intellectuals, philosophers and deep
thinkers. They try to seek the meaning of
life. The flip side is that they can be
secretive, aloof and often bit sceptical.

In astrology number 7 is associated
with Kethu (Neptune?), an imaginary
planet like Raahu. In vedic astrology Kethu
is the 9™ planet and holds a mysterious

Er Thomas Kolanjikombil
Maramon.

and influential role. Its placement on a
person's birth chart can significantly
impact his life. People born on these dates,
7,16 (1+6=7) and 25 are ruled by Kethu.

7 is a unique number. 7 is the number
of perfection and completeness, both
physical and spiritual. In that sense it is
called God's number, God is the only one
who is perfect and complete. 7 play a
meaningful role in the society, culture and
in all religions across the globe since
ancient times. Babylonians used seven
days a week calendar, naming each day
after a planet, (on those days only seven
planets could be seen by naked eyes).
Number 7 represents Greek diety Athena
and Roman diety Minerva.

Hellensic travellers of 4™ century bce
named 7 ancient monuments as the
wonders of the world. The great pyramid
of Giza (it is the only one, still standing in
the list), the hanging garden of Babylon,
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the temple of Artemes at Ephesus, the
statue of Zeus at Olympia, the mausoleum
at Halicarnssus, the colossus of Rodes and
the light house of Alexandria. In the
modern list also there are seven wonders.

Some interesting truths linked with 7.
The world has 7 oceans, 7 continents. We
have 7 vertebrae in our neck, total 7 layers
in our skin. The neutral value of pH is 7.
The music has 7 notes, sapta swaraas are,
sa, re, ga, ma, pa, dha, ni. There are 7
dimensions in a cube. Sir Issac Newton
observed that white light can be split into
a spectrum of 7 colours. Rainbow has 7
colours. Sapta parni, ezhilamppala, sacred
in many religions has 7 leaves grown
around its stem. This tree's scientific name
is alstonia scholaris, apocynaceae family,
english people call it the tree of knowledge.

As an early prime number in the
series of positive integers, number 7 has
great symbolic associations with all
religions.

The number 7 has many references in
Islam. The Koran speaks of 7 heavens. The
pilgrims walk around the holy Kaaba,
Mecca 7 times. 777 represents the triumph
of God's number 7 over devil's number
666. Resurrection after death is the 7
belief in Islam.

Buddhism says the new born Buddha
rises and took 7 steps. The lotus flower on
Buddha's pedestal has 7 petals. The 7
petals represents the 7 factors of
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awakening, ie, mindfulness, energy, joy,
investigation, concentration, tranquility
and equanimity. They are considered as
inner wealth in buddhism.

In hinduism 7 is very sacred number.
In hindu marriages the bride and the
groom walks 7 steps in front of sacred fire
making the marriage irrevocable, a
symbolic demonstration that they should
walk together for the rest of life.
According to hinduism there are 7 higher
worlds (uurdhva loka) and 7 under worlds
(adho loka). The holy 7 are bhoomika
(earth), bhuvar, savar, mahar, jaina, thapo,
and satya loka. 7 nether (adho) worlds are
athala, vithala, suthala, rasaathala,
thalathala, mahathala and pathala.

Seven is known as sapta in sanskrit.
It is the symbolic representation of
various concepts and philosophies of
hindu sanathana dharma. Sapta rushis (7
sages) are credited to be responsible for
transmitting vedic knowledge and
contents of sacred texts to earthly
consciousness. In the swayambhuva
manavanthra  (one
comprises of 71 mahayugas = 71x4320000
human years) they are Mareechi, Atri,
Angeerasa, Pulastya, Pulaha, Krathu and
Vasista. In the ongoing vaivaswatha
manavanthra the 7 are Atri, Vasista,
Kaasyapa, Gautama, Bharadwaja,
Viswamitra and Jamandagi. Saptarishi
mandala is a cluster of 7 stars (Ursa major
constellation). Sapta chiram jevees are

manavanthra
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Aswathama, Bali, Vyaasah, Hanuman,
Vibheeshana, Krupaacharya and
parasurama. Godess Durga has 7 forms,
Brahmini, Maheswari, Kaumari,
Vaishnavi, Vaaraahi, Aindree (Indrani)
and Chamundi. There are many such 7s
in hindu puranas. Sapta puri, sapta giri,
sapta nadi, sapta dhadu, sapta mukhi
rudraksha, sapta vasanas, etc. The
spiritual tradition of hinduisam envisages
7 energy centres in our body, known as
chakras. Each chakra is related with
specific qualities and characteristics of
human experience.

Number 7 is imperative in christianity
also. The word seven in hebrew is spelled
with the same consonants as the word for
'complete/full'. According to the Bible, God
created the universe in six days, He looked
at everything He had made, and He was
very much pleased, He stopped working
on the seventh day, He blessed the 7 day.
Hence we have 7 days in a week. The
catholic fraction believe that there are 7
layers of purgatory before heaven. There
are 7 sacraments in catholic theology,
baptism, confirmation, eucharist, penance,
anointing the sick, matrimony and holy
orders. There are 7 deadly sins, pride,
greed, lust, envy, gluttony, wrath and
sloth. These vices are considered to be root
cause of all sins. 7 are the virtues in
christianity, chastity, temperance, charity,
diligence, patience, kindness and humil-
ity. These virtues counteract the sins and

guide individuals towards moral

©

behaviour. In bible 7 expressions are used
to outline christians, light, witness, salt,
branches, letters, ambassadors and
stewards. Jesus said to forgive 7 times
seventy. On the cross Jesus made 7 agony
statements ; father forgive them - for they
know not what they do, Today shalt thou
be with Me in the paradise, Women
behold thy son! behold thy mother!, My
god my god why hast thou forsaken me, I
thirst, It is finished, Father into thy hands
I commend my spirits. There are 7
petitions in Lord's prayer.

HYDEL BULLET

7 is a magical number bringing luck.
In the slot machine 7 represents Jackpot.
Since ancient times it is believed that 7th
child brings luck. Jewish patriarch Jacob
named his 7th son as Gad, meaning luck.
7 is the most popular single digit number.
If you ask someone to think of a single digit
number most probably they say 7.

William Shakespeare in his play 'As you
like it' says, man has 7 ages.

I shall conclude '7' peruma (nobility)
by quoting the phrase 'seven year itch'. It
is used in this sense by Henry David
Thoreau in1854 and Carl Sandburg in
1936. Psychology also back it. It says a
marriage or a long term romantic
relationship decline after around 7 years.
There is a play titled '7 year itch' by George
Axelord. In 1955 this was adapted into a
movie starring Marilyn Monroe with the
same title '7 year itch'.
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President General Secretary Treasurer
Er Sunil K. Er Geetha V.S. Er Anoop Vijayan
Vice- Presidents Organising Secretaries Secretaries
Er G. Shaj Kumar (S) Er KunjunniP.S. (S) Er M. Muhammed Rafi (HQ)
Er Sabu T. Joseph (N) Er Shine Sebastian (N) Er B. Nishanth (S)
Er Pramod Kumar M. (N)
Letter No. KSEBEA /2023-24/ 25.10.2023
To
The Director (Distribution, Safety, SCM & IT)
KSEB Ltd., Vydyuthi Bhavanam
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram
Sir,

Sub:  Working arrangement - Recent direction received from the Director
(Distribution, Safety, SCM & IT) - Reg.

Ref: Letter dated 13.10.2023 of Director (Distribution, Safety, SCM & IT) addressed to
Deputy Chief Engineer- Thodupuzha

Kindly refer to the above direction issued from that office to the Deputy Chief Engineer,
Thodupuzha, directing not to resort to working arrangements . The direction was issued subsequent
to the protest by KSEBWA, initially at the division office and then at the Circle office, against the
working arrangement posting of SE, SS and SA under Electrical Division, Kattappana. In this
regard, we would like to bring certain facts for your benign consideration.

The Executive Engineer, Electrical Division, Kattappana, and the Deputy Chief Engineer,
Electrical Circle, Thodupuzha, were forced to make working arrangement for SE, SS and SA due to
a shortage of employees after relieving employees as per orders in GT 2023. There was only one
sub-engineer in these sections where the working arrangement postings were severely affected the
work, and there were frequent complaints from the field. Safety at the work site was severely
affected due to a shortage of field staff, especially Sub Engineers. The concerned office head had
rearranged sub-engineers in sections in such a way that there are at least two Sub Engineers in each
section, and that too with the concurrence of the employees concerned.
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Though the measures were taken in the best interest of the Board to ensure minimum employees
under different sections to provide uninterrupted power supply, ensure safety, and collect revenue,
which are vital for the existence of our organization and meeting the basic obligation to the
consumet, the direction referred to above is highly demotivating for dedicated engineers.

It is also specified in the letter that “the officer shall be responsible for financial losses to the
Board on account of a strike or agitation resulting from the release of such orders,” which is against
the rule of law in force. The rule of law specifies that the financial loss as a result of any agitation
or protest shall be recovered from the authorities calling for such agitation or protest. The subject
protest against working arrangements is solely for protecting certain employee interests and not
the interests of KSEBL. But it is unfortunate to note that the direction referred to above is totally
against the rule of law in force and is detrimental to the interests of the Board. This instruction will
be a clean chit for the trade unions to hold agitations or protests to make management succumb to
their own whims and fancies, and to protect their vested interests.

The cancellation of the working arrangement orders has now created an unmanageable
situation in the field. Even the working order arrangement released by the Chief Engineer (HRM)
recently has addressed one division only, and the rest of the divisions are still suffering. It is
learned that the already released working order is also not as per the consent of the employees.

Consumer complaints are rising, and the situation is getting out of control. This will also be
seen in the context of recent happenings in Thodupuzha and subsequent vigilance inquiries,
which surely is a blow to some vested interest groups, whom we suspect are behind this agenda.
That may be the reason why the working arrangement that is happening in all circles is being
objected to in Thodupuzha only.

It is to be noted that the field officers are the best judges of the conditions existing regarding
the capabilities of the staff and the requirements of their offices. Itis disappointing that the higher
offices are not supporting the genuine effort of the field officers to steer the Distribution sector
within many constraints. We expect at least some consultation with the field officers before releasing
such orders and request not to demoralize the hard-working engineers in the field.

We request your good self to have a look into the matter and take appropriate measures to
uphold the rule of law and ensure the posting of an adequate number of employees to the section
offices. We are of the opinion that the officers shall be permitted to  exercise their working
arrangement posting as per the delegated administrative powers of the concerned officer to ensure
the smooth functioning of the offices under their control in cases of exigency. We would also like
the management to address the policy of working arrangements as a whole and deliberate upon
why this has become a “necessary evil” in the administrative policy of KSEBL.

Thanking You
Sd/-
GENERAL SECREATARY
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