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The Control rooms were
established during 2000 with the initiation
of the World Bank Funded Master Plan
City projects in Thiruvananthapuram,
Ernakulam and Kozhikode.The idea was
to centralise and coordinate the switching
operations of the 11 kV feeders , which
form the backbone of the power
distribution in the three main cities. To
avoid the acccidents due to faulty
allocation and revocation of work permits,
such a facility was necessary at that time.
Since inception, it has been managed by
three Assistant Executive Engineers and
four Sub Engineers who work on a shift
basis. Any maintenance or breakdown
work in the 11 kV feeders is arranged by
the Control Room and only after getting
the required shutdown and work permit
from the control room , the section office
staff can carry out the works.

With the installation of Ring Main
Unit (RMU) Distribution system, the
possibility of back feeding the
transformers also came up and the dual
supply is always ensured at each
transformer station. Supply back feeding
cannot be done without knowing the
present load in the feeders for which it
requires a coordination with the
transmission substation from where the
11 kV feeders emanate. The control room
analyse and coordinate with different
stakeholders engaged in power
distribution activities. With the advent of
RMU’s, it is possible to maintain a very
low level of 11 kV interruption by isolating
just the faulty area and backfeeding other
parts. Thus it ensures safety as well as
minimal interruption.

Eventhough remarks were sought
from the three regional Chief Engineers,
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the same were not delved into and instead
the management went in for a total
abolishment of these smoothly functioning
systems and that too without any alternate
proposal. Although the Order mentions
about’Alternative arrangements for
operational activities’, no alternative
arrangements seems to have been
considered. Instead the works of control
room have been divested to the section
offices, with no avenues for control and
coordination. Burdening the additional
activities handled by the control room so
far onto the already overloaded section
offices will definitely hamper their output
besides raising serious safety issues and
avoidable interruption on 11 kV feeders.

However,the decision to abolish the
TCMS call centres has been well taken
since many of these units in the three cities
and other areas have become redundant
after the abolishing of Mobile breakdown
units. However it still remains to be
invetigated why such call centres
continued to function at least at some
places for a long time even after orders
winding up the same were issued by the
concerned. Now, new systems like SMS
complaint system and Web Self Service
have come up which have become the
main channels for fault booking and
addressing the grievances. However the
establishment of the Customer Care Centre
(CCC) at Vydyuthi Bhavanam is still
remaining a debatable point. This is
because of the limited access of the CCC
possible to general public at its present
location,already cramped with parking
space even for the employees there. As per
the guidelines, the CCC should have been
located at a central point where public can
have easy access through various
transporation means. Vg
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CONGRATULATIONS !

Er.K. Venugopalan assumed charge of Director
(Transmission & System Operation) on 29-12-2014.
He was working as Chief Engineer (Transmission-
North) before his appointment as Director.

He joined the services of KSEB on 11-08-1986 and
after initial service in Generation, he worked in the
transmission wing and was involved in the
Construction of Kaloor, Pullazhi, Cherpullaserry (2"
stage), Arangottukara, Shornur(2" stage)
substations. He was also involved in the construction
of 220 kV multi circuit line from Madakkathara , 110
kV line to Nedumbassery airport sub station etc.
He has been a very active member of KSEBEA all
through his career.

KSEB Engineers’ Association congratulate him on his new appointment and

wishes him all success in his new endeavour.

 As part of the Restructured
Accelerated Power Development and
Reforms Programme(RAPDRP) , a new
SCADA system has been proposed which
will provide advance network
connectivity between all the 11 kV
switchgears. Accordingly, KSEBL has
started its activites in 2011. M/s.Kalki
Technologies have been appointed as a
consultant for design,overview and
handholding the project, while M/
s.Schneider Electric India has been
appointed as the execution agency who
will be implementing the system. A
centralised SCADA control room will be
established at three major cities namely
Thiruvananthapuram, Ernakulam and
Kozhikode, the works of which have
already started recently.

With the establishment of these new
SCADA Control rooms , the old Control
rooms will no longer be required and
perhaps this may be the reason for
abolishing the present Control rooms. It
is nothing but ‘putting the cart before the
horse’. It is sheer common sense that any
existing system can be abolished only after
the new system have become go live or
operational successfully. Whenever a new
system comes up, there will be lot of
technical and operational glitches which
needs time to be corrected. Only after a
pilot phase experimentation, the system
can be put in actual operation. Hence, we
expect that wisdom will prevail and the
untimely decision to abolish the 11 kV
control rooms will be revoked

immediately.
*
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TOWARDS SMART GRID...

Introduction : Operation of Power System
earlier was very easy due to few
generators and loads; and due to relatively

smaller area of operation and
connectivity. Most of the operational
issues were resolved through

communication over telephone- either
public telephone by the telecom service
provider or through Power Line Carrier
Communication (PLCC).

Small islands of power network were
integrated to achieve economy, increased
reliability and stability of the network. In
India, national grid was established as a
single synchronously operated grid with
a huge generation base from complex mix
on 31*' December, 2013 at 20:25 hrs. Such
complex networks require exchange of
data reliably at very high speed and
visualisation technology available like
SCADA were rendered obsolete due to the
time delay associated with capturing and
displaying them to the system operator.

The percolation of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs) to
Power System Operation, its control, data
acquisition, monitoring, critical decision
making etc. occurs at a fast rate in the
recent times. The power system
complexity has reached to such an extent
that it is now virtually not possible to think
of running the show without the help of
Information Technology.

Smart Grid Development : Incidental to
the development of smart grid, the
following advancements were brought
into the power system arena.

Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI)
: is an approach to integrating consumers
based on the development of open
standards. It provides customers with the
ability to use electricity more efficiently
and provides utilities to detect problems
on their systems and operate them more
efficiently. The devices/ gadgets process

KSEBEA Kottayam

information based on the customer’s
learned wishes and get powered
accordingly. The house or office responds
to the occupants rather than vice-versa.
This interaction occurs largely “in the
background” with the minimal human
intervention and thus ensures dramatic
savings in energy.

Visualisation Technology: Grid
Visualisation tools like SCADA suffers
from lack of ability to integrate information
from a variety of sources and display
different views to different users. Thus
situational awareness was limited. Now,
we have Phasor Measurement Units
(PMUs) which samples voltages and
currents at a sampling rate more than 30
samples per second offering dynamic grid
visibility. Adopting Smart Grid will
enhance every facet of electric delivery
system including generation, transmission,
istribution and utilisation. It will increase
the possibilities of distributed generation
bringing generation closer to the load
centres. The shorter the distance from
generation to consumption implies the
more efficient, more economical and
‘green’ it may be. It will offer two-way
visibility and control of energy use.

Evolution of Smart Grid: SMART GRID
consists of self-healing, self-organisin
networks devoid of large T&D losses whic
involves micro grids and self-sustaining
networks consisting of Distributed
Decentralised Generation Resources
(DDGR) at low tension levels on a large
basis etc.

The characteristic features of smart
grid, its development, advantages over
conventional grid, opportunities and
problems  associated  with its
implementation etc. shall form the subject
matter of deliberations in this year’s
Seminar Series.

*
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Electricity Amendment Bill, 2014

Press Information Bureau
Government of India Ministry of Power 19-December - 2014

Electricity Amendment Bill, 2014 Introduced in Lok Sabha; Changes Aimed at
Promoting Competition, Efficiency in Operations and Improvement in Quality of sup-
ply of Electricity.

The Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2014 was introduced today in the Lok Sabha
by the Minister of State (I/c) fore power, Coal and New & Renewable Energy Shri.
Piyush Goyal. The amendments will usher in much needed further reforms in the
power sector. It will also promote competition, efficiency in operations and improve-
ment in quality of supply of electricity in the country resulting in capacity addition and
ultimate benefit to the counsumers.

Salient features of the proposed amendments

The Electricity Act, 2003 was enacted to amalgamate and modernize the earlier
Electricity Laws, namely, the Indian Electricity (Supply) Act, 1948 and the Electricity
Regulatory Commissions Act, 1998. The Act was reviewed and amended twice, in the
year2004 and 2007, to give effect to certain changes considered necessary.

Based on the experience gained over the years, it was felt to review the provi-
sions further to bring efficiency and competition in the distribution sector, strengthen-
ing grid security and safety, promotion of renewable energy, rationalization of tariff
and strengthening and performance oversight of Regulatory Commissions etc.

Certain legislative changes were suggested by the Working Group on power for
the formulations of 12th Five Year Plan which were further examined under a Com-
mittee constituted under Chairperson, CEA. Based on the recommendations of the
said Committee, the proposed amendments were uploaded on the website of MInistry
of Power in the month of October, 2013. Thereafter, consultations were held with
various stakeholders including those from Central Ministries, State Governments, Gen-
eration, Transmission, Distribution utilities, Regulatory Commissions, Private Devel-
opers, traders, industry associations, consumer groups, power exchanges and indi-
viduals etc., in meetings taken in the Ministry.

Based on exhaustive consultations, certain amendments to the Electricity Act,
2003 have been proposed broadly covering the following areas:-

=
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A. Enhancing Grid safety and security : In order to strengthen and enhance Grid
safety and security, specific measures regarding maintenance of spinning reserves
along with strong and effective deterrence in the form of enhanced penalties for
violations of the directions given by the State and Regional Load Despatch Centres
etc., have been envisaged.

B. Separation of Carriage & Content in the Distribution sector : To achieve the
objectives of efficiency and for giving choice to consumers through competition in
different segments of electricity market, concept of multiple supply licensees is pro-
posed by segregating the carriage from content in the distribution sector and
determination of tariff based on market principles, while continuing with the
carriage (distribution network) as a regulated activity. To protect the interest of
consumers, the tariff for retail sale of electricity is proposed to be capped through
the Regulator and one of the supply licensees is proposed to be a Government
controlled company. Further, the exisiting distribution licensees are proposed to
continue till the expiry of their term as specified in their licence.

C. Promotion of Renewal Energy : In order to accelerate the development of
Renewable Energy sources, a number of measures including the provision for a
separate National Renewable Energy Policy, development of renewable energy in-
dustry, Renewable Generation Obligation on coal and lignite based thermal power
plants, specific exemptions to Renewal Energy sources from open access surcharge,
separate penal provisions for non - compliance of Renewal Purchase obligation etc.,
have been envisaged under the Renewable Generation obligation for coal and lig-
nite based thermal power plants/

D. Tariff Rationalization : To rationalize the tariff structure on sound financial
principles for the viability of the distribution sector and recovery of revenue
requirement of licensees without any gap, the provisions of Tariff policy are pro-
posed to be made mandatory for determination of tariff. Further, the bill envisages
timely filing of tariff petitions by utilities, disposal of the same by the Appropriate
Commission within a specified time period and powers to Appropriate Commis-
sions for initiating suo-motu proceedings for determination of tariff in case the Util-
ity/ Generating Companies do not file their petitions in time.

E. Miscellaneous : Suitable amendments are also proposed for improving the ac-
countability and transparency in the working of Appropriate Commissions with-
out affecting their functional autonomy; bringing clarity in regard to appointments,
functions and powers of the Chief Electrical Inspector / Electrical Inspectors and
levying of fees for electrical inspections; exemption to developer of SEZs, Railway
and Metro Rail for obtaining distribution licence ; collection and realization of any
dues along with the electricity dues, etc.

*
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Unbundling of Distribution Sector : Boon or Bane ?

We are in the midst of a paradigm shift
in power distribution operation. Shifting
focus from generation, the government
plan to fix Electricity distribution. Since
revenues originate with the customer at
distribution, subpar performance there
hurts the entire value chain. To usher in
major reforms in power sector the gove-
rnment approved various amendments to
the electricity Act, 2003 , on December 10,
2014. Within a few days of cabinet
approval, the Electricity (Amendment)
Bill, 2014 was introduced in Lok Sabha on
December 19, 2014 by the Minister of
Power, Mr. Piyush Goyal. Primarily, the
amendment seeks to segregate the
distribution network from the electricity
supply business. It also seeks to introduce
multiple supply licensees in the market,
increase transparency and encourage
consumer switching. The amendments
will usher in much needed further reforms
in the power sector.

The new Electricity Amendment Act Bill
2014 means :

e Consumers can now select a
company of their own choice. They
don’t need to subscribe to a single
entity that provides electricity.

*  Multiple suppliers of electricity will
be allowed. One company that
distributes electricity will not
necessarily be the supplier.

* This move is said to "promote
competition, efficiency in operations

Er. K. Nandakumar, AEE

and to improve quality of supply of
electricity in India".

*  Market principles would determine
tariff, and the distribution network
will be regulated.

e  The retail sale of electricity will be
capped through the regulator. One
of the supply licensee is proposed to
be a government - controlled
company.

Distribution and Retail Supply is the
most critical link in the electricity market,
which interfaces with the end customers
and provides revenue for the entire value
chain. Indian electricity distribution caters
to nearly 200 million consumers with a
connected load of about 400 GW that
places the country among the largest
electricity consumer bases in the world.
The consumers are served by around 73
distribution utilities - 13 electricity
departments, 17 private distribution
companies, 41 corporatised distribution

companies and 2 State Electricity Boards.
(Source: www.indianpowersector.com)

The amendments aim at making
fundamental changes to the distribution
sector structure and organization. As per
the proposal, the power supplier will not
manage the electricity distribution
network. It is on the lines of existing
system in the United Kingdom which has
separate suppliers and electricity network
providers. The amendments will bring
about a totally new distribution business

=
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model and presents numerous benefits for
consumers and utilities, such as:

* Unbundling of wires, supply and
customer care would lead to value
release.

*  Could force utilities to offer better
services, else lose customers.

*  Would allow for core specialization
in all the activities

* Non-discriminatory open-access to
become a reality

*  Smart-grid, AMI, DSM initiatives
to become a necessity

The reform process is long term and
on-going. The Government has been fine-
tuning the structure for the past 15 years.
Key reforms mandated by the Electricity
Act 2003 have still not been implemented
in full. The separation of distribution
business - content and carriage - involves
significant costs and may be difficult to
reverse. There are risks associated with it
that need to be taken seriously. It is
expected that the policy makers would
conduct proper discussion and debate on
the consequences of such amendments
before taking the decision.

The bill has been referred to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Energy by the Lok Sabha Speaker. The
Standing Committee has started
discussions/ interactions from all
stakeholders in this regard and will give
its report on the proposed Electricity
(Amendment) Bill 2014 by April. The
electricity employees” unions and some
states have raised concerns on this Bill,
questioning how public sector providers
will be hit by the entry of multiple players.
All Associations and Trade Unions should
analyse how the amendments, when they
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come into force, impact the electricity
employees, foresee the commercial and
operational implications in the longer run,
and present their views before the
Committee.

How the reforms are carried out
are crucial and remain the key to the
success of the reforms. The Government,
the Regulators and the utilities will face
enormous challenges in implementing the
reforms.

* The Act wants to separate ownership
of wires from those companies who
sell power. The supplier will pay a
regulated set fee to the company
owning the wires for the right to use
the network. The main question is
who controls the wires leading to
your homes. It is possible that the
company that owns the wires can
hamper others from giving cheaper
power and better services.

* Theissues of the ageing infrastructure
of distribution network have been
acknowledged for quite some time.

The two central schemes,
Restructured Accelerated Power
Development and Reform

Programme (R-APDRP) and Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin Vydyuthikaran
Yojana (RGGVY), to improve
distribution infrastructure and
increase distribution efficiency have
not yet realized its potential. Market
forces driving grid transformations
are now more urgent than ever and
utilities will face many challenges to
improve methods of power delivery.

* Electricity distribution network
operators will face challenges from
both regulatory bodies and Supply
Licensees to improve the reliability of

=
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electric network while keeping costs
in check. The challenge is in ensuring
the availability of adequate
evacuation capacity, preventing and

responding to outages and
maximizing return on network
investment in the dynamic and ever
changing distribution environment.
The regulator should fix the surcharge
/ wheeling charge so as to reasonably
compensate the investment made by
the network operator in constructing
and maintaining the network.

* In the changing scenario, managing
distribution networks demands
flexible IT solutions with real time
network information and
experienced support personnel who
can handle increasingly complex
work flows, to make critical decisions
in a timely manner and to deal with
multiplesuppliers.

* Private companies may not be
interested in retail supply business in
rural areas. The government owned
line-business company will be the
“natural” retailer in far and remote
areas. This could worsen the losses of
the State owned Discoms. The
Government should  specify
guidelines and standard bidding
documents for Supply Licensees,
separately for Urban and Rural areas,
to enhance electricity market
competition in far and remote areas,
to avoid cherry picking without any
social obligation and, to avoid the
risks associated with allowing
distributors into retailing.

* Supply guarantee by the licensee
should be ensured through Energy
Security Policy framework.

*  The objective of these amendments is
to bring competition into distribution
business. Competition really works as
long as products are available when
required. Here, it is not clear how
these changes will help in tackling
issues such as losses, rising tariffs,
power availability problems, and poor
quality of service. Therefore,
regulatory and governance structure
should be improved.

* Itis likely that generating companies
will expand into retail business,
ensuring a direct market for their
product. They may engage in anti-
competitive behavior through wealth
transfer, prohibiting/ discouraging
independent retailers to enter into
supply business.

* Another key issue is the transfer of
long-term contracts that Discoms
have entered into with the power
generating companies. The bigger
problem is the reallocation of power
from Stateowned Generating
Stations, especially the cheaper
hydro-power, to the new retail
suppliers.

While transmission and distribution (line
businesses) are naturally monopolistic,
generation and retail supply (energy
businesses) are potentially competitive.
The State Government should have
effective control over the transmission and
distribution infrastructure to ensure fair
competition in generation and supply
businesses. Therefore, transmission and
distribution utilities shall be vertically
integrated government owned monopolies
and should focus on three main themes -
reliability, efficiency & safety - and
position themselves for the transition to a
bifurcated distribution business.

*
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CORONA MASS EJECTION

It was in the dusk of 28" August 1959.
Lights appearing in the sky above Sicily
and Cuba were so vivid that many
thought their cities had caught fire. In
North America and Europe telegraph
wire melted and Telegraph offices went
on fire for no reasons.

Another strange phenomena
happened in New York Railway on 13
May 1921. Trains came to stand still as
the signal and switching system was in
part gone out of operation.

One day on March 1989 Power grid
in Quebec Canada collapsed leaving
millions of people without power on
freezing winter night. On the same day
the ASEOSII space craft was knocked out
and two transformers were damaged in
U.K.

On 29" October 2003 in Mahmo
Sweden - a part of Sweden lost power
supply. Dozens of satellites were in
capacitated as was the space craft on its
way to Mars. Air traffic control around
the world lost the ability to detect height
differences between air craft for 30 hours.
South America’s power grid was crippled
proving that it is not the only high altitude
countries that are vulnerable.

All the above incidents happened due
to super strom in space - a vibrating
magnetic force generated from an arc of
super hot plasma that rises out of sun. It
snaps shooting billions of tones of gas into
the solar system a speed of 2000 km/
second and heading our way. Only when

By U.S.Raveendran, Rtd.E.E

it passes a satellite 1.5 million kilometers
above the earth will they know how
dangerous it is.

A solar super storm technically
known as corona mass ejection or CME is
the most violent of solar phenomena,
collectively termed as space weather.
CME will not damage life on earth or
change our climate. But now a days it
poses a serious threat to the way we live.
Heart of CME are vibrating magnetic
forces that generate huge surges of
electricity. These can invade power lines,
burning out vital transformers that could
take months to replace.

NASA has launched in 2006 twin
stareo satellites to watch the sun which
has already recorded 200 big CMES so far.
Fortunately none of them brushed the
magnetic shield protecting earth’s
ionosphere big enough to do any damage.
It is a matter of time. It may occur next
week, next year, better be ready.

Two big CMS came close to earth on
April 29" and August 1* of 2010. Four
more hit in the next few days and auroras
glowing pink, green and purple known as
northern lights were seen as far south as
Copenhagen. One of the most powerful
CMES for years erupted on 9" November
2010 but luckily shot off in another
direction.

The most violent super storm even
measured hit the earth in 1859. Life did
not come to stand still anywhere on the

=
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planet - damages were limited to melted
wires and fires in telegraph net works -
but it happened before we came to depend
on Electricity.

Smaller CMES in 1921, 1989, and
2003 caused much greater damage cutting
power, hitting telephones railways,
aircrafts and satellites. If 1859 CME
happened again today power failures
would be wide spread. With todays
interconnected power supplies across
countries risks can be enormous.

Space weather happens all the time
and is seldom noticed. Only occasionally
does it breaks through the protecting
shield that extends around the earth,
called magneto sphere. One effect is to
polar skies with colourful auroras.

Solar winds are big threats to GPS
system on which we depend more and
more. A rig drilling undersea well for
example could lose connection with a hole
as a result of GPS failure and trigger a blow
out much more cell phone networks and
would financial markets relaying on split
second time signals provided by GPS could
collapse.

In addition spikes in cosmic radiation
can hit aircraft and passengers with
equivalent of 50 chest X rays. They are
believed to have sent a Qantas Airbus
flying from Singapore to Perth in October
2008 into two sudden dives flinging
people around the cabin and injuring 39,
twelve of them seriously. Cause by the
fate of recent Malasian flight MH 370 is
still unknown.

A major CME has the potential to
wreak the most havoc and many scientists

believe we are approaching a period of
maximum risk. The reason has to do with
solar cycle - variations in sun’s out put,
which is influenced by the number and
position of spots on the sun.

Professor Mike Hapgood was the
former chairman of Europe’s space
weather working team. He says Two
main cycles affects the sun: a large slow
one which bottomed out in mid 1600’s and
climbed to a peak around 1985; and much
shorter cycle of 11 years. We just had the
largest and deepest solar minimum for
nearly 100 years, during which key
technologies such as GPS have been
widely accepted. Now activity is picking
up again. More and more sun spots are
appearing. What will happen at the peak
of 2014 - 15 is a guessing game”.

When solar super storm hit in 1959
phases of two sun cycles were similar to
how they will be in the next few years.
The more science is exposed the more is
the reason to get scared.

A NASA report in 2008 warned that
a severe CME would be a “Cosmic
Kathrina” causing damage that would
take years to repair. Another report by
an American Power grid company
specializing in power grid advised that a
report of 1859 super storm would melt
50% of transformers in USA and black out
one third of North America for months.
No assessment has yet been made else
where. No body has any real
understanding of what could hit them or
no body has taken advantage of new
technical break through that could help
to protect them.

=
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The truth is that impacts of a big solar
storm are unknown. Take Europe for
instance with its 305000 KM of HV OH
transmission lines delivering power to 525
million people in 25 countries. The power
grid dense net works of interconnected
system function as one.

The big danger is that failure of one
part of system can lead to cascade failures
of wider area. This occurred in 2006
when high voltage lines over river Thems
in Germany were shut down to let a cruise
ship to pass beneath them. Power failures
rippled as far as Portugal blacking out 15
million homes in 5 countries. A severe
space weather event could be much worse.
While renewing its grid in 1960’s Finland
installed strong capacitors and extra
strong transformers to boost performance
as a proof against lightening. Hence
accidentally Fin grid remains the robust
of all other grids in Europe to withstand
moderate coronas due to space storms.
Finlands space weather research head
Dr.Risto Pirjola recommends not to wait
for some to happen to strengthen
transformers and capacitors.

High level threats of space weather
are starting to appear on Europ’s radar.
The European Union is funding research
projects such as EURISGIC which aims to
qualify and map statistical risks of CME
induced currents in grids. Engineers are
also developing worst case scenerios to
determine how big the impacts could be
and whether enough is done to make grids
and transformers survivable. In addition
European space agency has launched a
pilot space situational awareness
programme while warning centres in
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Lund, Prauge, Warsaw and Brussels
monitor  Satellite space weather
observations relayed from U.S. There is
an urgent need to promote awareness of
space weather in governments. We
cannot think that space is empty and
harmless. Last June the US Congress
unanimously passed a bill to put it into
use and ensure grid protection. Itis urgent
that similar steps taken elsewhere.

What happens when super storms
are formed in space? Space batters the
planet with cosmic equivalent of clouds,
winds and hurricanes, spectacular
explosion caused by release of magnetic
energy on the sun’s surface. Some with
energy equivalent of 100 million hydrogen
bombs. It can interrupt high frequency
radio communication used by air lines and
the military squalls of high energy electrons
spurted out of the same interfere with
devices that depend on radio signals such
as global navigation satellite systems and
radars.  Blasts of radiation penetrating
earths protective barriers disrupts digital
system in space and air craft exposing
astronauts and passengers to the
equivalent of dozens of x rays. Energized
particles passing out of the sun at higher
speeds. Those reaching ionosphere create
the aurora borealis or so called northern
lights. The hurricane of solar winds, this
is a cloud of million degree calsious gas
that burst out of the sun. The powerful
magnetic field at its core send electrical
surges through earth in surface and into
electrical net works.

A huge solar flare was erupted on
8 September 2010 hurling a coronal mass
ejection into space. On this occasion earth
was spared. Can we expect the same in
the next time also??
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mY HOLIDAYS' IN JADAN

It was lingering in my mind, for a long
time, after my Tokyo visit, to make a write
up on my maiden visit outside India for
the first time.

When our respected Prime Minister
Sri. Narendra Modiji took the reins of our
country and announced his first
important programme of” SWATCH
BHARAT ABHIYAN” it energized and
inspired me to make the write up.

My uncle and his family are staying
in Kawasaki, Japan. My uncle is working
in a well known company in JAPAN. He
wanted us (my mother, father, and grand
father and myself) to spend some time
with him during summer holidays. 1
requested our Respected Principal to grant
me permission to leave the country and to
visit Japan during holidays. Our Respected
Principal happily granted me the
permission.

We arranged all our travel
documents through a reputed travel
agency, RIYA TRAVELS, Kozhikode,
including flight tickets. Their services were
very good. Japanese consulate, in Chennai

issued us the visas for 2 months stay in
JAPAN.

ON 12-04-2014 we took our flight to
SINGAPORE (CHANGI AIRPORT) from
NEDUMBASSERY, Cochin, in SILK AIR
flight, A 320.The flight took off at 11PM.
It took 4h30m to land at Singapore
Chinghai International airport. This

Shivani Santhosh

D/o. Santhosh K.
Assistant ExecutiveEngineer
Kozhikode, Joint Director North CEEBA

airport is the top ranking and world
famous international air port. As on date
there are 3 terminals in operation. Each
terminal is about a kilo meter apart.
Transiting between these terminals to take
next flights in time is done by sky trains
provided free of charge. It takes 4 minutes
for transiting between terminals. Facilities
provided in this air port are superb and
one should see it to believe.

Our flight landed at Changi airport
in the early morning. After attending to
our morning rituals we waited at the
lounge for our next flight. Our flight B 777
to TOKYO, Haneda airport, took off at 8
in the morning (Singapore time). Our
flight landed at TOKYO Haneda airport
at 4 PM in the evening (TOKYO TIME)
after 7 hours flight. Emigration procedures
were swift and courteous at the air port
.Officials made us feel easy and
comfortable during the procedure. They
kept smiling while exchanging
pleasantries and welcomed us to their
country. We felt very comfortable. Our
luggage reached very quickly and we were
out in a short time. It was a pleasant
experience.

My uncle, aunt, and their cute little
girl were waiting for our arrival at the exit
gate .They received us with warm smile
and exchanged pleasantries. My uncle had
brought in a few winter cloths to put on
since the weather at Tokyo on that day
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was+ 10 c and very chill. We added these
cloths on us and felt warm and
comfortable. The taxi arranged by my
uncle was waiting outside. The taxi driver
received us with a broad smile and greeted
us and bowed his head several times.
When we responded to his greetings he
said” arigato “ (Thank you). Next, he
opened the boot of his vehicle and swung
open a ramp like arrangement that came
out silently and touched the ground. He
took each one of our suitcases himself and
very gently rolled it over the ramp and
placed it inside the vehicle .Our four heavy
suit cases were now neatly placed inside.
We travelled on a smooth and pothole free
road. No bumps could be seen anywhere.
We travelled comfortably in a normal and
permitted speed. All along the road sign
boards were seen displayed indicating
various road warnings, speed limits etc.
My uncle told me that road accidents are
almost nil because people observe and
obey these signals strictly and they
conduct themselves in a highly disciplined
manner.

After 30 minutes travel we arrived at
LAZONA PLASA, an apartment complex
at Kawasaki. This is a residential area. My
uncle and family are staying in this
apartment complex in the second floor. All
these apartments are automated and
remote controlled by sensors. All the
required safety equipments are provided
inside these apartments. Air conditioners
and heaters are provided for use during
seasonal changes. It is funny to see that
toilet systems functioning on pressing
buttons. Kawasaki rail way station is
about 50 meters away from this
complex.My uncle regularly travels by

train from this station to his office at
Shinagawa. It takes only 7 minutes to
reach his office.

We stayed indoors for two days
enjoying the chill climate in the company
of our family members. We celebrated
VISHU in the company of my little cousin
and others.

OUTINGS

My uncle made the program of
outings at the following places.

1. Mount Fuji

Asakusa temple. (sensoji temple)
Tokyo Sky tree.

Disney land.

SIESSNS

Yokohama bay
6. Imperial Palace (Tokyo palace)
Mount Fuji

We started at 8 am from Kawasaki
in a 20 seated low bed luxury coach. 12
other family friends of my uncle also
joined us. Fuji is about 200 KM from Tokyo.
On our way to Fiji we visited 2 other places
of interest. About the buses in Japan I will
give you details later.

First we visited” Hawaiian’, a garden
artistically and luxuriously formed
resembling a forest with flowing small
rivers, rapids, rock formations, waterfalls,
bushes and trees. This garden housed
pretty looking birds like pelicans,
flamingoes, water ducks, red colored
cranes, parrots etc. Few small animals of
rare species and varieties of rarely seen
flowers and beautifully colored fishes were
also seen there. The garden is beautifully
and artistically maintained. Here, we were
invited to a live show of Hawaiian dance
programme. It was a treat to our eyes.
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Our next visit was to an open air zoo,
Fuji safari park. Many wild animals were
seen walking freely around this area that
looks like a small jungle. Vehicles for
carrying tourists are specially made ones.
Each vehicle look like an over sized animal
perfectly matching with the zoo
environment. Travellers were advised to
be inside their vehicle with shutters down
for safety. From here we started off to Fuji
Mountain.

Mount Fuji is a snow capped volcanic
mountain. This mountain is considered a
holy place for Japanese. They call the
mountain respectfully as Fuji san. This is
situated about 200 KM from Tokyo. This
volcanic mountain falls under the category
of intermediate volcano that erupts
violently sometimes and quite at other
times. This Mountain, now,is in a sleeping
state. This volcano has not given any signs
of activity for a long time. Places around
this volcano are very scenic. It is
surrounded by big and small hills, valleys,
lakes. There is a beautifully looking bridge
across the lake. A number of power boats
were ferrying people from place to place.
Cherry- blossom flowers and sakura
flowers around added beauty. Cherry---
blossom season last from mid march to
mid may. This place on earth presents an
unforgettable sight. Because of mist we
could not see the mountain clearly. We
could only make out the profile of this giant
Mountain. Darkness was coming down
slowly. We started our return journey.
Travelling on a smooth road without any
traffic jams and passing through
numerous tunnels was a real pleasure.

Asakusa temple (sensoji temple)

This Japanese temple, oldest in Tokyo,
is a Buddhist temple .This Temple attracts
huge crowd including tourists from
various countries every day. This is a very
popular temple. Sumita River flows
nearby. This temple is surrounded by
streets selling temple related pictures,
artifacts, sweets, books etc. Streets, shops
and buildings look neat and tidy. A
number of eateries are also located on the
sides of these roads. Food prepared fresh
are served here. Variety of sweets were
available here. Sky tree is also visible from
the temple compound.

Sky tree

This is a tall tower artistically made.
This is the tallest telecommunication tower
in the world. Many shops, offices,
restaurants are located inside this tower.
When illuminated in the night it gives a
marvelous sight.

Disney land

Tokyo Disney land is a theme park
and resort. It is spread over an area of 115
acres. It is located opposite to Tokyo
railway station. It was constructed in the
same style as in Disney land California.
All the Disney characters can be seen here
in the same environment and style similar
to the one created by Walt Disney in his
stories. River head, port, railway station,
Train and engine, boat etc are created
here. We can make boat travel and rail
travel here. Some of the notable sites are,
Peter pans flight, Mickey toon town, snow
white’s fairy tales, Cinderella’s castle,
western rail road, a small world, haunted
house etc. I took photo graphs by sitting
on Cinderella’s chair and another one by
placing my leg on Cinderella’s crystal
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shoe. Night time parade of Disney
characters on moving platforms
illuminated by millions of lights and with
wonderful soft back ground music was a
wonder and unforgettable sight. It lasted
for hours. All Disney characters look alive.
It was a spectacular event. Thousands of
people visit the Disney land every day. The
authorities always keep the area spick and
span. Cleaning staff are always very
vigilant and duty bound. Everything is
perfectly managed here giving no room
for laxity.

Yokohama bay

Yokohama is the second largest city
in Japan. It lies on the Tokyo bay. It is a
major commercial city and Japan’s
prominent port city from earlier days. The
wharf with flower gardens around look
beautiful and presented an unforgettable
sight. colorful lights added beauty at
night. When we reached the bay a luxury
liner carrying holiday makers was about
to move out of the harbor. Another small
ship spraying water jets into the sky, to
say bye, was leading this liner. It was a
wonderful sight. During night the port and
bay look very beautiful.

Imperial Palace

Tokyo Imperial Palace is the main
residence of The Emperor of Japan .It is
very close to the Tokyo railway station.
Gardens, lakes, museums etc are located
around this area .The present Emperor is
Akihito. A number of high rise buildings
and star hotels are also close to this area.
This area presents a majestic look.

Life style

Japan is a country of 4 islandsclosely
knetted. Variety of fish in huge quantity
is available. They eat a very balanced diet

that includes rice, plenty of fish, meat and
vegetables and fruits. They like to eat raw
fish in the form of SUSHI and SASHIMI.
Sushi is a raw fish served with sweetened
vinegar and rice. Sashimi is served in slices
topped with soya sauce for dipping. My
uncle brought in a serving of sushi (box
meal) and my grandfather and uncle
finished it in no time. Others hesitated.
Noodles in variety are served in every
eatery. They give more value to quality
than quantity. I have not seen any pot belly
people around this place. They are fair
complexioned (white) people dressed neat
and tidy. Only difference we could notice
is their eyelids. Eyelids are quite different
from ours. They have straight hair. I was
fortunate to see a Sumo wrestler crossing
the road near our Apartment complex.
Kimono is the traditional dress of Japanese.
They wear these dresses on special
occasions these days.

Japanese people are very shy and
hard working. Buddhism and Shintoism
are two major religions in Japan. There are
lots of shrines of both these religions in
Japan. Modern Japanese people are not
very religious. They eat their food with
chopsticks. They are highly cultured
people. They find it difficult to converse
in English. It is difficult to converse with
them without knowing their language.
They do not make any kind of noise while
travelling or shopping. Majority of the
population use subways and other rail
way system for their travel. Every 5
minutes there are trains from their stations
in tokyo. There are local trains, express
trains and super fast trains known as
Bullet trains (Shinkansen).These bullet
trains run at a speed of about 350 KM per
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hour. Compartments are very clean and
good looking. Opening and closing doors,
stopping at stations, giving minute by
minute information, etc are electronically
done. All Information is passed on to the
travelers through public address system
and TV screens provided in each
compartment. People stand in queue and
wait for the arrival of the train without
making any kind of fuss. While boarding
or alighting they make no noise of any
kind or pulling or pushing. Old and
physically challenged persons are given
preference and allowed to be seated .They
maintain very high disciplined behaviors.
Railway platforms are clean and almost
all stations have escalators and lifts for old
and physically challenged persons.
Nobody can enter the station without a
valid ticket. Electronic tickets are swiped
at the equipment provided at the entry
and the gates open in a second if the ticket
is OK and the balance amount in the E
ticket is flashed.

Another mode of transport is Bus.
Number of buses ply on the road. The
driver immaculately dressed handles
everything like opening and closing doors,
checking tickets, helping the passengers
giving directions, announcing about next
stops etc single handed electronically. E
ticked purchased are swiped on the sensor
kept on the left side of the driver. All the
buses are low bed type and give out a
majestic look. Climbing up and getting
down are very easy. Trains and buses are
of people friendly design. Buses are very
clean and look extremely good in
appearance.

For short distance travel and also for
shopping etc they prefer to use cycles.

Each shopping mall and other places are
provided with spaces for cycle parking.
Parents take their small children in riders
and these riders and wheel chairs are
accommodated in trains and buses and all
other places.

Kanchi, hirakana, katakana are the
dialects they use in writing. Each letter in
their alphabet looks like a character or a
symbol. Each of these letters represents
syllabi. They converse in a low voice
without making any disturbance to others.

Few Japanese words ...

Konnichava = Hello
Sayonara = good by
Arigato = Thank you
Hai = yes

iie = No
Sumimasen = Excuse me

Ohaio gosaimus = Good morning

Cycles are used by many for short
distance travel. More number of taxies ply
on the road than private cars. I have seen
only very few number of motor cycles or
scooters or private cars plying on the roads.
Because of these reasons the roads are not
congested and no traffic jams are
experienced. Roads, walkways and other
surrounding areas are very neatly
maintained. People observe traffic rules
strictly. Not even a small bit of paper or
any other material can be seen scattered.

Tokyo city is a highly populated city
and also considered a neatest city in the
world. 13 million people live there.
Including metros this would be 33 million.
This is also a costliest city. Minimum bus
fare is 200 yen=Rs 120, and minimum
train fare 130 yen= Rs78. It is an electronic
world. Tokyo city, can be said, a city of
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vending machines. Kuoto is a well-
planned island city, very famous, that
gives evidence how a city should be
planned, it was heard. Because of shortage
of time, we could not make a visit to this
wonderful city.

My uncle told me that life style what
we see in the Tokyo city is not the same in
the countryside of Japan. There, they live
very close to their tradition, culture and
heritage.

I was thinking of our Kozhikode city.
Traffic jams, accidents, roads with lots of

potholes, waste materials scattered every
corner, rivers and waterways looking ugly,
are spoiling the surroundings. This has
become a curse on us.

The above are on observations made
by me during my 11 days stay in Tokyo,
Japan. We returned to India, our great
country, on 24-4-2014 in a Singapore
airlines flight. While in flight, I was
thinking about our country how beautiful
it would look if it were as neat, tidy and
disciplined like Japan. If that happen so”
SARE JAHAN SE ACHA HINDUSTAN
HAMARA”.
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Letters by Association

KSEBEA /Letters/2014-15 12-01-2015

To
The Hon’ble Minister for Power
Government of Kerala.

Respected Sir,

Sub:- Conduct of Adalath by private agencies- suggestions- reg.
Ref :- Recently conducted Adalath by FEEC at Balussery

This is with reference to an Adalath conducted by a private agency at Balussery
on 18-12-2014 with the concurrence of the Chairman and Managing Director, KSEBL.
It has been informed to us that the dignitaries who participated in the Adalath severely
criticised the policies and actions of the present Government and the present
management. We feel that the Board should not have allowed such a platform to a
private agency to nurture their vested interests. We request that directions may please
be issued to the Chairman and Managing Director, KSEBL not to grant sanction to
private agencies , for conduct of Adalath and other similar activities, in future.

However, considering the interests of the consumer, we propose that Adalaths
covering all types of consumer complaints may be convened at Subdivision level once
every six months by the Executive Engineers of the concerned Electrical Divisions. It is
also suggested that complaints involving financial commitment may be settled only
after obtaining sanction of the appropriate authority. It is requested that necessary
directions may be issued to the KSEBL for conduct of Adalaths as above.

Yours faithfully,
GENERAL SECRETARY
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BOARD ORDERS

KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED
(Incorporated under the Indian Companies Act, 1956)

Office of the Chief Engineer (Human Resources Management)

Phone : 91-471-2448948 Vydyuthl Bhavanam,
Fax 0 91-471-2441361 B Pattom Palace Post,
E-mail : cehrm@ksebnet.com [P S Thiruvananthapuram
PIN : 695 004

No. EB. 7/OnlineGenl.Transfer/2015. Dated : 19-01-2015
To

1. All Dept. Heads.

2. All Chief Engineers.

3. All Deputy Chief Engineers

4. All Executive Engineers

Sir,
Sub : General Transfer 2015 - Online application of Officers called for Regarding.
Ref : (1) B.O. (CM) No. 945/2013 (EB.7/General Transfer/2013) dated 24-04-2013.
(2) B.O. (CM) No. 1183/2013(EB.7/General Transfer/2013) dated 30-05-2013.
(3) Full Time Directors decision dated 26-11-2014.

The applications for transfer/protection from transfer are invited from the officers for
the year 2015 as per the following guidelines.

(1) Allrequests for transfer or requests for protection from transfer shall be filed online.

(2) There are two different application formats, one for applying transfer and an-
other for protection from transfer.

(3) The Application format for filing "Transfer requests’ or Protection from transfer’
requests are available in www hris.kseb.in.

(4) All officers who wish to apply for transfer or apply for protection from transfer
shall log in using their username and password and file their applications online.

(5) Username is the employee Code. The Local Administrative User (LAU) of the
respective ARU will provide all employees with their passwords.

(6) A "Help" document is also available in the website www.ksebnet.com. If neces-
sary officers can take a print out of the document and follow the instruction for
filling the application.

m
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(7) All head of offices shall nominate one employee in each office who is dexterous in
using computers to held and hand hold other employees in the office who are not
conversant with online filling of applications.

(8) The "Basic User" of pay Roll Application is given the privilege to file transfer/
protection application on behalf of employees belonging to his/her establishment
section. Officers who find it extremely difficult to file online application even
with the help of another employee may entrust the Basic User in the ARU to file
transfer/ protection application online on their behalf by giving a written
authprization to the Head of Office where the officer is working

(9) All online applications submitted by officers shall be verified online by the Sr.
Assistant and the Sr. Supdt. of the respective Pay Roll Bill Section (EB). After
verification, the Online application shall be marked as "Verified" by the respective
Sr. Assistant and the Sr. Supdt. Instances have come to the notice of the under-
signed during last year that major information like place of domicile, which is a
basic criteria for fixing the norms has been entered in the online application wrongly
by many employees. This creates a lot of disputes between the employee, trade
union and this office. The ARU head must pay much attention to confirm the
right entry of such vital information with respect to the employees.

(10)After the online verification by the Sr. Supdt, the Head of ARU shall forward
applications to the Chief Engineer (HRM) through online, immediately.

(11) The last date of submission of online application for officers except Assistant
Engineer (Ele.) will be 15-03-2015, after this date the facility for online application
will not be available in the website. In view of the shortage of Assistant Engi-
neer (Ele.) in Electrical Section offices Board has decided vide reference (3)
above, to complete the transfer process of Assistant Engineer (Ele.) on or be-
fore 31-03-2015. Hence, last date of submission of Online Application in the
case of Assistant Engineer (Ele.) will be 15-02-2015.

(12)Only those Applications forwarded online to the Office of the Chief Engineer
(HRM) by the Head of ARU will be considered for the General Transfer or the
anomaly rectification orfers subsequent to this. It is responsibility of an
individual officer that his/her application is uploaded online. In turn he/she will
get an acknowledgement SMS message on his/her mobile phone after
acknowledging the same at this office. Those who does not get a confirmation
must check his/her online application process and find immediate solution.
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Applications in all respects received through online in the Establishment Section
of the undersigned will be acknowledged by providing the above confirmation
message to the applicant mobile.

(13)A print out of the confirmed copy shall be given to the employee and another copy
signed by the employee should be submitted with all documents required to sub-
stantiate any claims made by the officers in the application to the concerned ARU
Head. The ARU Head shall verify and countersign such applications submitted
by the officer and shall sort out the hard copy of the countersigned applications
category wise, with accompanying documentary proof, and forward the same in
a single packet by speed post/ courier so as to reach the Office of the Chief Engi-
neer (HRM) on or before 15-02-2015 for all other officers.

(14)For any clarification on the process of applying, verifying or forwarding the Online
Application, officers may contact the helpline in Vydyuthi Bhavanam,
Thiruvananthapuram the at the following numbers:

a. 0471 - 2514216
b. 9496012184

c. 0471 - 2514463
d. 0471 - 254235

(email address : esthrm@ksebnet.com)

Yours faithfully,
CHIEF ENGINEER (HRM)
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KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED

(Incorporated under the Indian Companies Act, 1956
Registered Office : Vydyuthi Bhavanam, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram - 695 004)

ABSTRACT

Abolishing TCMS and 11 kV Control rooms - Alternative arrangements for
operational activites - Sanctioned - Orders issued.

CORPORATE OFFICE (SBU-D)

B.O. (FTD) No. 93/2015 (D (D&S) /D6/TCMS/3756/2014)
Thiruvananthapuram, Date : 14-01-2015

Read :

1. B.O. (FM). No. 888/2003 (DTPC -II/Misc - 24/2003) dtd Tvim 27-02-2014.

2. B.O.(FM) No. 1769/2003 (MD 1380/2003) dtd. Tvpm 11-11-2003

3. B.O.(FM) No. 527/2004 (DPC-II/Misc - 24/2003 (part -1)dtd Tvm 27-02-2004
4. B.O.(FM) No. 305/2004 (DPC-1I/Misc -24/2003(part-2)dtd Tvm 31-01-2004
5. B.O.(FM) No0.993/2004(DPC-II/Misc-24/2003 (part-2)dtd Tvm 21-04-2004

6. B.O.(FM) No.1970/2004 (DPC-II/Misc -24/2003 (part-2) dtd Tvm 10-08-2004
7. B.O.(FM) No.2363/2004 (DPC-II/ TCMS-Kochi/2004) dtd Tvm 23-09-2004

8. B.O.(FM) No.3123/2004(DPC-1I/ TCMS-Kochi/2004) dtd Tvm 09-12-2004

9. B.O.(FM) No. 2489/2004 (DPC-I1I/TCMS-KKD/2004) dtd Tvm 07-10-2004

—_
)

. B.O.(FM) No0.2489/2004(DPC-II/ TCMS-KTM/06)dtd Tvm 03-03-2006
. B.O.(FM) No. 1187/2010 (CP/R&P/Plgl/Model section / 2010-11)dtd Tvm
11-05-2010

. Lr. No. EB/CE(DS)/TCMS/2014-15 dtd 07-11-2014 of Chief Engineer
(Distribution - South)

13. Lr. No. EB/CE(DS)/ TCMS/2014-15 dtd 07-11-2014 of Chief Engineer
(Distribution - south)

14. Lr. No. CE(DC) /IV -GNL/2014-15/2474 dtd 13-11-2014 of Chief Engineer
(Distribution - Central)

15. FTD Note No. D (D&S)/D6/TCMS,/3756/2014 dated 16-12-2014

—_
—_

—_
N
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16. Reported of Chief Engineer (IT) dtd 29-12-2014
ORDER

The Kerala State Electricity Board as per B.O. read as 1st paper above, formed 7
Mobile Brakdown Units under the then Thiruvananthapuram East and West Divi-
sions for reducing down time and for improving customer satisfaction by receiving
complaints transmitted from the Electrical Sections concerned with 1 Sub Engineer, 2
contract workers and 1 Lineman from the respective Sections.

Thereafter as per B.O. read as 2nd paper above, a Centralised TCMS was
established for the redressal of LT complaints in Thiruvananthapuram city by
registering complaints at a central location instead of calling to the Electrical Sections
concerned with 4 Sub Engineers and 4 SeniorAssistants Permission for occupying the
upper floor of GIS Substation for the functioning of the TCMS was granted by the
Order read as 3rd paper above. Later on, the Board as per B.O. read (4) above,
sanctioned 5 Mobile Brakdown Units with TCMS Headquarters at Power House, Kollam
to cover the 10 Electrical sections in Kollam city with 1 Assistant Executive Engineer, 2
Assistant engineers, 25 Sub Engineers, 20 Linemen and 40 Electricity Workers. Further
the Board vide B.O. read (5) above sanctioned one more mobile unit under TCMS,
Kollam with 4 Sub Engineers, 4 Linemen and 8 Electricity Workers. As per B.O. read
(6) above, the Staff pattern of Control Room, Kollam was fixed as 4 Assistant
Engineers, 4 Sub Engineers and 8 Overseers / Linemen in addition to 1 Assistant Ex-
ecutive Engineer.

As per B.O. read (7) above, 6 Mobile Breakdown units were formed with TCMS
faility in the already existing control room to cover Kochi city with 24 Sub Engineers,
24 Linemen, 36 Electricity Workers and 6 Data Entry operators controlled by an
Assistant Executive Engineer. Again vide B.O. read (8) above, sanction was accorded
for the formation of one more Mobile Breakdown Unit for Kochi with 4 more Sub
Engineers.

The Board Order vide read (9) above, established 6 Mobile Breakdown Units to
cover Kozhikode city with TCMS facility and a control centre headed by an Assostant
Executive Engineer with 28 Sub Engineers, 24 Linemen, 36 Electricity Workers and 6
Computer Operators.

KSEB vide B.O. read (10) abovem sanctioned 3 Mobile Breakdown Units with TCMS
facility for Kottayam Municipal area headed by an Assistant Executive Engineer with
16 Sub Engineers, 12 Overseer / Linemen, 18 Electricity Workers and 6 Data Entry
Operators.

KSEB vide B.O. read (11) above, through the implementation of Model Sections,
withdrew Mobile Units under TCMS, but the centralized complaint registration facility

m
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like control room was retained.

Reports were called from all the Distribution Chief Engineers on the functions

of TCMS and the redeployment of staff in TCMS.

The Chief Engineer (Distribution - North) reported vide letter read (12) above

that TCMS at Kozhikode city is not functioning now.

The Chief Engineer (Distribution - South) reported vide letter read (13) above

that

The mobile unit of TCMS under Thiruvananthapuram (U) circle stopped functioning
on 30-08-2014. But complaints of consumers under Ele. Divisions,
Thiruvananthapuram and Kazhakuttom were received through 155333. B.O. dtd
04-08-2011 entrusted TCMS to handle the day today SMS based electicity supply
failure complaint registering system. Accordingly, TCMS is handling fuse off calls
in various Electrical sections in Kerala for reistering, monitoring and for despatching
the same to the Electrical Sections concerned. This toll free No. is attached to the
Hon'ble Chief Minister;s Cell. Approximately 200 Nos. of complaints are handled
per month. A request was already forwarded from his office for shifting the present
TCMS to the proposed centralized control room at Vydyuthi Bhavanam. 4 Nos. of
Line men are still working in 3 shifts.

The Other Control room co-ordinates and supervises 11 KV operations in 82 Nos of
11 KV feeders, carrying out operation of 50 Nos. of RMUs, Co-ordinating 11 KV
operations done by field staff for detecting and rectifying faults and for maintenance
works. The rearrangement of load on the 11 KV feeders in the event of failure of
supply to the EHT substations are also done by the Control room. 3 Nos. of Assistant
Executive Engineers and 4 Nos. of Sub Engineers are working in this office in shifts.

The mobile units of TCMS under Kollam circle are not functioning now. Complaints
received from public are registered and the same are transferred to Electrical Sections
concerned. 11 KV feeder management both in normal conditions and during shut
down period under Kollam Electrical Division is being carried out from Control
room. 3 Nos of Assistant Exeutive Engineers and 4 Nos. of Sub Engineers are working
in this office in shifts.

The mobile units of TCMS under Kollam circle are not functioning now. Complaints
received form public are registered and the same are transferred to Electrical Sections
concerned. 11 KV feeder management both in normal conditions and during
shutdown period under Kollam Electrical Division is being carried out from Control
room. I Assistant Engineer, 2 Overseers and 3 Linemen are working in this unit.

Now TCMS or control room is functioning in other circles under the region.
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The Chief Engineer (Distribution - Central) reported vide letter read (14) above
that, there are no TCMS activities and only Control room activities are being continued
with Co-ordination and regulation of 104 Nos of 11 KV Feeders covering 32 Sections
under Electrical Circle , Eranakulam, Co-ordination of Transmission and Distribution
maintenance works to ensure minimum interruption, monitoring of 11 KV interruption
and related data collection, Operational controls of RMUs erected in the city including
seitching off, back feeding , co-ordination of planned shut downs and informing public
releases and intimation and co-ordination of supply during Load shedding are being
carried out. 3 Nos. Assistant Executive Engineers and 4 Nos. Sub Engineers are working
in 3 shifts in this unit. The Chief Engineer (Sistribution - Central) has requested for the
continuation of the present mechanism.

Having considered the matter in the Note read (15) above in detail, the FTD meeting
held on 06-01-2015 accorded sanction :

1. Toabolish all TCMS ie; TCMS Thiruvananthapuram, TCMS Kollam TCMS Ernakulam
and TCMS Kozhikode forthwith.

2. To abolish 11 kV Control rooms at Thiruvananthapuram, Ernakulam and TCMS
Kozhikode forthwith.

3. To deploy the staff from the above mentioned abolished TCMS and control rooms
forthwith.

4. To take necessary arrangements to map (land) all calls on 155333 to 2555544.

5. To manage the operational activities of the 11 KV feeders attached to the above
abolished TCNS and control rooms independently by the authorised personnel of
Electrical Sections concerned itself, in co-ordination with Substions, as being done
in the case of other Sections which are not attached with TCMS and 11 KV control
rooms. The Deputy Chief Engineers concerned shall make suitable arrangements
for the same and will enforce this nww system in a phased manner within a period
of one month.

By order of the Full Time Directors
Sd/-

Deputy Secretary (Administration)
In - charge of
Secretary (Administration)
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< Amendment to Act will
change power sector:
expert

The amendment to Electricity Act 2003, tabled
in Parliament, will cause drastic changes in
the electricity sector and hence it warrants
discussions among stakeholders, electricity
finance expert D. Shina has said.

Roundup

“The change will destroy the distribution
companies which are mostly in the public
sector and will pave the way for increase in
the tariff. The amendments will only add to
complexities and will affect the power
industry, which is already limping, in the country,” she said.

In a study report, Dr. Shina said the major change was a provision for supply
companies that do not own distribution lines. Instead they will have mandatory
access to the existing lines owned by ‘discoms.’

Theoretical

Theoretically, consumers would be free to purchase electricity from multiple
suppliers operating in their area. The terms of access would be decided by the
regulatory commissions. Despite severe criticism from consumers and trade unions
the Union government had opted to go ahead with the amendment.

Dr. Shina said the government blindly believed that the new amendment would
pave way for free competition in the sector resulting in tariff reduction. Supporters
of the amendment ignored the fact that when demand exceeded supply, which
was the case in the country, free competition would lead to increase in price. “It
is unwise to reduce demand of electricity through price elasticity as reduction in
electricity demand will arrest the country’s economic growth.”

The amendment, if passed, would affect the existing power set-up in Kerala
because KSEB Limited was cushioning losses in the distribution sector through
surplus in generation. The government now managed to reduce tariff for
household consumers by generating higher income from other categories like
commercial consumers.

If new supply companies were allowed, “cherry picking” of the attractive set of
consumers would result, and a steep increase in tariff of household consumers
would follow, she said.
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Transmission constraints
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Lack of sufficient transmission capacities is hampering the growth of India’s
electricity market. In the last financial year, an estimated 5,591 million units of
electricity could not be cleared by the country’s energy exchanges due to the lack
of a transmission network, a note from Indian Energy Exchange (IEX) said. That
is 16% of what these exchanges could have transmitted if adequate capacity had
been available. Yes, the actually traded volumes on energy exchanges may be just
3% of the total electricity generated in the country. But these 5,591 million units
still make up 13% of the 42,428 million units power shortage in the previous
financial year. Secondly, transmission capacity is typically built for power plants
which have long-term purchase agreements, thus squeezing short-term market
volumes. However, its inadequacy is also the second biggest hurdle affecting
upcoming thermal power plants after fuel shortage, according to some estimates.
Building of transmission capacities will not only help the government achieve its
aim of round-the-clock electricity availability, but will also help remove distortions

in the electricity trading market.
*
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