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poraer sacior prd 31 the came Geme it showld |.?E' aneye apener [ Che ERCE in dealng
employes cast, Inthe cade al KEEE, the ESERC has Been arbetrarily resarting ta cut in
emiployee cast oyer the years. The Trikunal has through s arder strock dawn this 2=
well as some other findings of the SERC.

The KSERC often put hrdes in allowing the employes oost projectad by ESER in
its ARREERC petitaans and &ven in rung up pelitions this ks Eaen disaliowed This
KSERC had desallowed B 567 80 crore froem the employees expendes prijected by the
KSEE for FY 2012-13 The deduction had been made n the besic pay, DA, other
allowances, eamed leave surrender, prowisson far pay revision and persion kabilties.
The elmination of a considerable amount from our account sheets have endangered
the position of employees in the arganisation. 5o KSEEL in its appeal had indicated that
the Commessicn had adapted 3 wrong methododagy Tor arfiving a1 e calculation of
emiployes it The tribunal had subsequently abieraed thst the increase in Db s as
per the povernment orders and it should have Bbeen accomedated in the ARR. Also the
pay revision expenses, which is a result of the agreement reached between the
management and the unions throwgh a process have 1o accomaodated inthe ARR and
alscike termingl berselits whichane guarantead Oy the siatutec shogild Be hancured
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The authority of the Commision
in intervening in the process of pay
revisions, allowances and terminal
benefits needs a relook. Of late, the
Commission is seen in the habit of
intruding into the activities of the
KSEBL, especially in areas which are
outside the domain of the Commission
and not envisaged by the Electricity Act
2003.

The revised truing up of ARR-
ERC from 2010-11 to 2013-14, will help
KSEBL in accomodating the increased
employee costs and which can be
claimed through appropriate tariff
revision.The APTEL also directed the
Commission to allow Return on Equity
at the rate of 15.5% as per the Central
Commission’s Regulations, to true up
Interest and Finance charges for the FY
2012-13 based on the audited accounts,
to review and consider the actual
generating cost of the LSHS based
power plant, the energy sales and
Power Purchase Cost after prudence
check and also allow carrying cost on
the excess cost of power purchase over
the approved level. The order to adopt
the CERC's rate for RoE is indeed a
welcome move and infact this should
have already been adopted even
otherwise. We strongly feel that had
the Commission analysed the
ARR&ERC in an unbiased and prudent
manner, the embarrassment by virtue
of the APTEL order could have been
averted. At the same time , the APTEL

order also upholds many findings of the
KSERC which were put up in appeal by
the KSEBL and this should force the
Board management to adopt a more
professional and realistic methodology
for the preapration of ARR & ERC. The
concern of Commission regarding the
recruitment of employees without
conducting any manpower study or
without assessing the professional
competencies of existing employees is
known to all. We also share the same
concerns, but this should not be at the
cost of the pay and allowances of the
existing employees since it affects their
morale and their commitment and also
have the ill effect that this will not attract
sufficient talent from the employment
market. To retain talented human
resource inany organisation, attractive
pay structure and career growth is a
must. The greatest challenge that many
PSUs are facing today is the attrition of
talented employees. The malfunctiong
or passive attitude of ERCs in
someway or other paves the way to
privatise the sector which is salient
when the proposed amendments in
Electricity Act 2003 are analysed. In
short, the onus is now on the Board
mangement to submit a more
thoroughly analysed and professionally
prepared ARR & ERC and this will
naturally force the KSERC to mend its
approach and to pass orders more
diligently that will stand any test of law.

*

m



Hydel Bullet - November, 2014

The wounded innocents

It has been some peaceful days in Gaza
while scripting this article. It is not cer-
tain that for how many days this peace
will last, because Hamas may start some
heroic act of firing rockets towards Israel.
During July & August around 2100 Arab
lives have been taken off by Israeli attack.
It is heart breaking to see people running
helplessly here and there through the
debris of their life time possession, homes,
and through the dead bodies of their
beloved ones. Medias project the cruelty
of Israel all over the world. The deaths
and damages and brutality of Israelis are
condemned through media world wide.
Now Hamas can claim to be rank I in the
self proclaimed Saviour’s list. Hamas was
smart enough to abduct and kill 3 Israeli
boys in the first week of July and provoke
Israeli to initiate retaliation process which
finally resulted in the death of 2100Arabs.
Hamas succeeded in getting the sympa-
thy for wounded innocents from different
countries. Even after firing more than
3000 rockets to Israel the death toll was
only less than hundred. If the death toll
would have been higher at the order 2000
on Israeli side Hamas would have been
praised for their heroic activity by the
Arabs, because according to them Jews
does not deserve to exit.

During Gulf war I there used to be
Daily firing of scud missile from Iraqu
towards Israel to patronize the arab world
and to dilute arab’s hatred towards
Saddam Hussein for attacking Kuwait.
The Scud never reached its destination in
Israel due to interception in the mid way
by patriot antimissile system installed in

U.S. Ravindran Rtd. E.E.

1991 Mr. Benjamin Nethyanahu - the
present Prime minister of Israel was
defense minister. In an interview with
CNN correspondent Mr. Benjamin
Nethyanahu expressed his views regard-
ing peace process in the middle east. The
CNN correspondent asked " Mr. B.N. why
you give sleepless Nights to Palestine ?" BN
took map of Asia spreaded wide his right
palm and put on the map covering all Arab
countries and told " " You see Arab world
is spreaded all over here". Then he put
half of his small finger tip on Israel area
and told" Israel is only less than this. In
the maps available in arab countries you
cannot find a place named Israel. Arabs
don’t recognize our existence. We Jews
are the minority in the minority of the
world population. We are scattered all
over the world. We are also human
beings. We want to exist. We want to
survive. We have right to defend ourselves.
Palestinees find heroism in killing Jews.
Every time we sign a peace pact and
return, immediately they fire rockets to Tel
Aviv killing or wounding Jews. They feel
some complex in keeping silence as if they
are surrendering. Arab Countries encour-
age them by giving money and arms.
After many instances we studied peace
will only be there only when they put their
arms down not us. You see if you put ter-
rorism in one tray of a common balance, it
will be horizontal if you put only terror-
ism in the other tray. You cannot balance
terrorism by peace. Terrorism can be bal-
anced only by terrorism. Death can be
confronted by death only. Hence we
decided if they kill one jew we will kill 5
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palestinees. Let them learn to recognize
Jews. Let them learn the act of coexist-
ence. Then only they can live peacefully
there". Israelis are intelligent and smart-
est human beings on earth and stupidity
cannot be demonstrated in a better way
by Hamas by attacking them. Hamas
should leave the profile of a heroic saviour
and develop and attitude for coexistence
& tolerance.

There is a popular story about a mon-
key hunter comonly told among company
of parents and children in Arab & Afri-
can countries. The monkey hunter was
sitting in the shade of a tree. He saw a
monkey sitting in the nearest branch en-
joying the shade. Th hunter took the gun
and was about to pull the trigger. Then
the monkey told the hunter " If you shoot
me your mother will die, if you don’t shoot
me your father will die". Now the story
teller will ask question to the children if
you were the hunter what you will do ?
Children will not answer the question, may
be because they do not want tell the an-
swer in the presence of their parents. One
boy answered I will not hunt monkeys I
will hunt only other animals. But it is not
the specific answer for monkey hunter.
After two days one boy answered " I will
shoot the monkey. Any way any one of
my parents is going to die if I shoot or not
shoot. If I shoot the monkey my mother
will die but another monkey hunter need
not have to face such a problem. Prime
Minister BN might have thought like that
boy. Another Jew Prime Minister need
not have to face such situation is Hamas is
terminated.

We hear about various self pro-
claimed saviors like Hamas operating at
different parts of the world namely Boko
haram, ISIS Alquaida, Lashker -e Thoiba,

Hisbulla Thaliban, Simi Al Sabab, Ahrar
Al Shyam, Al Nusra etc. Their "greatness,
organizational and executional skills "are
judged by the extend of death toll and vol-
ume of damages done to humanity. A
newly formed caliphate in Iraque has ter-
minated Yazidi’s and caldian Christians.
An army is said to be set to be sent to
India by the new caliph.

Now a days it has become a fash-
ion to talk about human rights, secular-
ism along with condemning of Gaza
attacks. 2 million people were killed in
Syria and thousands in Iraque in recent
developments. Nobody condemn these
killing. One Indian scholar recently
criticized Indian Government for its silence
in Gaza killing and for not condemning
Israel’s act. Bomb making, blasting,
parliament attacking, putting utilities on
fire, raping etc. seems to be human rights
in Indian constitution. Hence government
protect these " innocents" spending crores
of rupees for maintenance and security of
them till they get the last drop of justice
where as immediate beheading is the
punishment for such crimes in other
countires.

Democracy prevails in India because
our culture is based on principles of
Sanathana Dharma, tolerance and co-
existence. Tolerance has reached in its
limits in a northern State where Indian
Citizens scarifies their freedom of worship
to avoid confrontation with some self
styled saviors. For political publicity sake
we see people boycotting Israeli products
and condemning Gaza incidents. Govt.
cannot condemn for the consequences of
stupidity of Hamas. India has to keep good
relation with all countries. Being victims
of terrorism India and Israel are sailors of
same boat.
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Smart Cities and its role in the

growth of the Indian Power Sector

Prime Minister on 15% August 2014
unveiled his dream project of establishing
100 smart cities in India. The concept of
smart cities revolves around the features
like smart energy, smart transport, smart
water, smart buildings etc. However, to
keep these systems running, ensuring a
sustainable power supply is of prime
importance. So, how will India power
these 100 smart cities?

The country is moving from the era
of agrarian to industrial and service
sector. As the global population is
increasing at steady pace, more and more
people are moving to the cities. The trend
of the urbanization continues to take
place as depicted in figure below.
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Urbanization Trends

(Source: - Draft concept note on
smart cities scheme, MoUD, 14t Oct,
2014)

In India, the urban population is
currently 31% of the total population and
contributes towards 60% of the India’s
GDP. The global experience says that a
country’s urbanization up-to a 30% level
is relatively slow but the pace of
urbanization speeds up thereafter, till it

AIPEF

reaches about 60-65%. India is at a point
of transition where the pace of
urbanization will speed up and for this
reason we need to plan our urban areas
well and cannot wait any longer to do so.

Smart City is the intersection
between competitiveness, capital and
sustainability. The smart cities should be
able to provide good infrastructure such
as water, sanitation, reliable utility
services, health care; attract investments;
transparent processes that make it easy to
run commercial activities; simple and on
line processes for obtaining approvals, and
various citizen centric services to make
citizens feel safe and happy. IBM defines
smart city as "one that makes optimal use of
all the interconnected information available
today to better understand and control its
operations and optimize the use of limited
resources”.

Among the physical infrastructure,
power requirement is one of the most
important feature. For a city to be smart,
there should be a universal 24x7
electricity access. To have a rough idea
about the growth in electricity demand
and generation capacity, consider the
residential, commercial and industrial/
service sector under the same belt of smart
cities. A single city would consume a
minimum of 6000MW (considering Delhi
peak consumption is 5653 MW). There will
be the requirement of 6000*100= 600000
MW (100 smart cities planned) i.e. an
addition of 600 GW electricity in the near
future (say in next 10-15 years), only for
the smart cities.

Round-the-clock supply of the
electricity is not possible with the present
transmission and distribution system. The
concept of smart- grid along with the
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implementation of the IT into the
electricity sector will help to achieve the
reliable and quality supply. The
government strives to implement the IT
system in the Indian power sector under
R-APDRP Part A which thrives to
establish the baseline data and IT
applications for energy accounting/
auditing & IT based consumer service
centres. According to Ministry of urban
development draft on smart cities, it
should have 3D maps on GIS of all the
assets and services. The electricity pilferage
reduction can be possible, if GIS mapping
along with smart grid is used in the
electricity sector. The distribution losses
can be managed by using the meters like
Prepaid meters, smart meters etc. The cities
should shift towards smart metering at the
household level. Along with IT
implementation, focus is on the
establishment of smart grid with its
integration to the renewable sources to
meet the demand such as solar and wind
energy.

As per WHO, India is among the top
10 most polluted countries globally. This
is confirmed by the India’s Centre of
Science and Environment (CSE), which
says that pollution in Delhi is 6 times
higher than the safe level. So, smart cities
are propelling to use 10% of the electricity
consumption in the city from renewable
energy sector. Installing of rooftop solar
panel on all public toilets, institutional and
commercial building as well as multi-
storeyed residential houses is also
proposed for the smart cities.

There are certain traits of the Smart
cities which are in draft stage:

1. Energy efficiency: Energy efficient
technologies are promoted to be used
in the lighting and in other dimensions
like LED’s, solar street lights, air-
conditioning system and energy
consumption in buildings.

2. Smart Grid: A smart grid is an electricity
network that uses digital and other

advanced technologies to monitor and
manage the transport of electricity from
all generation sources to meet the
varying electricity demands of end-
users.

3. Demand Management: Smart cities shall
be able to use the electricity supply
efficiently by laying emphasis on the
demand side management. It can be
done either by giving incentives for
savings or disincentives for wastage of
the power.

To create a more liveable and healthy
environment, it is important that smart
cities that are planned, are
environmentally sustainable. This would
mean to improve the air quality and also
reduce wastage of water, electricity, fuel
etc. Steps have already been taken in this
regards, however much more needs to be
done. Star rating is being done for
electrical appliances and in the building
industry , itis going on with the BEE/MoP
plan of energy efficiency. It is planned that
all documents that are prepared for
funding as part of the scheme, i.e. plans,
policy documents, DPRs etc. should be
vetted by a professional agency for
environment sustainability like TERI,
before any financial sanctions are given.
The sum of 7,060 crore has been allocated
for the development of the smart cities in
the recent budget.

The proposal for the establishment of
the 100 smart cities with all the modern
facilities will help the electricity sector to
reshape itself which is dented by the recent
coal ruling by the honourable supreme
court of India. The development of the
smart city will be helpful in reviving all
the market related to power: - generation,
transmission, distribution, energy
efficiency market, smart grid, metering
and billing etc. The concept stated will
bring Indian power sector to the verge of
using electricity sensibly and efficiently.

*
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Letters by Association

No.KSEBEA /Letters/2014-15 13-11-2014

To

The Hon. Minister for Power

Government of Kerala.

Sir,

Sub : Second transfer scheme - modifications -reg.

Ref : 1. S.R.O No. 871/2013 issued as per G.O(P)No.46/2013/PD dated 31-10-2013.

2. Discussions held on 02-12-2013
3. Our letter No. KSEBEA /Letters/2013-14 dated 16-12-2013

This has reference to the second transfer scheme notified as per ref(1) above
and our letter in this regard as per ref(3) above. Though most of the suggestions
proposed as per letter cited(3) above have been incorporated in the amendment to the
scheme , some suggestions are still remaining unattended. As provided in Clause 9(2)
of the second transfer scheme, any modifications, additions, etc shall be made only
after discussions with Trade Unions/ Association of Officers. Accordingly, we furnish
herewith the following discrepancies, already brought out in the second transfer scheme
as per letter cited (3) above, for rectification as and when further modifications are
made to the second transfer scheme:

a. In clause 5(vi), the opening balance sheet of KSEB Ltd. as on 1** April 2012 has been
drawn based on provisional balance sheet of KSEB as on 31 March 2012.We suggest
to draw up the opening balance sheet of KSEB Ltd as on 01* April 2013 based on
provisional balance sheet as on 31 March 2013. This is suggested considering the
exorbitant power purchase that was necessitated during 2012-13 due to poor water
availability and the fact that the entire power purchase cost has not yet been fully
approved by the KSERC.

b. Similarly in clause 6(8) ,the wordings” but before the arrangements are put in
place” , at the end of the sentence beginning with “Till such arrangements are
made”, needs to be deleted.c.  The 33 kV lines are seen included in the Schedule
Al (Transmission undertaking) as well as Schedule A3 (Distribution
undertaking).This contradiction needs to be rectified.

c¢. Dam, employee/officer/ workmen /personnel need to be defined properly to avoid
any ambiguity in future.

We expect that the above suggested modifications in the second transfer scheme
will be duly considered for incorporation as per provisions contained in Clause 9(2) of
the second transfer scheme.

Yours faithfully,
Sd/-
GENERAL SECRETARY

W
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BOARD ORDERS

KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED
(Incorporated under the Indian Companies Act, 1956)
Registered Office: Vydyuthi Bhavanam, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram -695 004
Abstract

Group Personal Accident Insurance Scheme - Renewal of the Scheme for the year
2015 -Order issued.

CORPORATE OFFICE (PERSONNEL)
B.O.(DF) No. 3008/2014(PS 9/ GL/GPAIS/2012) Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 19-11-2014

ORDER

As per order read as 1st paper above, the Group Personal Accident Insurance Scheme
has been implemented through Kerala State Insurance Department from 2011 and is
madeapplicable to State Government employees and teachers including Part Time
Contingentemployees, teaching and non teaching staff of Aided schools and Aided
Colleges, employeesof Panchayath and Municipal Common Service, Contingent
employees of Municipal CommonService, employees of Universities, employees of all
Public Sector Undertakings, Co-Operative Institutions, Autonomous Bodies and
Government Institutions. As per GovernmentOrder read as 9th above, the Scheme is
extended in the Year 2014 and the annual premium

was enhanced for the Employees of Kerala State Electricity Board and Kerala StateRoad
Transport Corporation to ¥ 750/- and ¥450/- respectively and ‘300/-for all other
employees who are subscribers to State Life Insurance/Group Insurance and are being
governed by KSRs, with an assured sum of ¥ 10 lakh.

The Kerala State Electricity Board Limited vide order referred 10th above has
adopted Government Order referred 9th above and renewed the Group Personal
Accident Insurance Scheme for a further period of one year with effect from 01-01-
2014 to 31-12-2014 forimplementation in Board in accordance with the terms and
conditions of the Scheme appended with G.O. read 1st paper above and modifications
as per G.O.read 9th above.

The term of the Scheme expires on 31-12-2014. Having examined the proposal of
the Director, Kerala State Insurance Department, to renew the Group Personal Accident
Insurance Scheme for a further period of One year, the Government, vide order read
11th above, have renewed the Group Personal Accident Insurance Scheme for a further
period of One year with effect from 01-01-2015 to 31-12-2015 subject to the following
modification to the existing proviso to para(6) of G.O(P) No.616/10/Fin dated
23.11.2010.

“Provided that no compensation shall be paid for death or disablement as

described above arising out of intentional self injury, suicide, attempted suicide

m
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and death or disablement due to accident while under the influence of
intoxicating liquor or drugs including drugs in Nattuvaidyam and death or
disablement while breaching law with criminal intent”

All other terms and conditions in the Government Orders referred above remain
unchanged.

Having considered the matter in detail, the Board is pleased to adopt the
Government Order read as 11th above renewing the Group Personal Accident
Insurance Scheme for further period of One Year with effect from 01-01-2015 to 31-
12-2015 for implementation in Kerala State Electricity Board Limited in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the Scheme appended with the Government Order
referred 1st above and modifications issued thereafter.

The Financial Adviser shall issue detailed instructions for deduction of premium
towards GPAIS by the ARU’S concerned from the Salary of the employees for the
month of November 2014 and to remit the collection under the heads of accounts
specified therein within the time limit prescribed in line with the Government Order
read 11th paper above.

By Order of the Director
Sd/-

M. Shahul Hameed
Secretary (Administration)

KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED

(Incorporated Under the Indian Companies Act, 1956)
Registered Office: Vydyuthi Bhavanam, Pattom,
Thiruvananthapuram-695 004

ABSTRACT
KSERC order dated 30th September- 2014 on Petition No. OP-9 of 2014 in the matter
of Transmission charges, wheeling charges and cross subsidy charges payable by open
access consumers, meter rent, Pooled Cost of Power Purchase and Cost at Voltage
Model - implementation- Sanction accorded- Orders issued.

CORPORATE OFFICE (Commercial & Tariff)
B.O. (FTD)) No0.2891 /2014 (KSEB/TRAC/ Tariff Rev-2014-15) dated ,Tvpm 05.11.2014
Read: 1. KSERC order dated 30.09.2014

2. Note No. KSEB/TRAC/ Tariff Rev2 014-15/open access charges dated
17.10.2014 of the Chief Engineer (Commercial &Tariff).

ORDER

Kerala State Electricity Regulatory Commission (KSERC) vide the order dated 30-09-
2014 had revised the transmission charges, wheeling charges, grid support charges,
cross subsidy surcharge payable by open access consumers, meter rent, pooled Cost of
Power Purchase and cost at Voltage Model for the year 2014-15.

W
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2. The transmission charges, wheeling charges and cross subsidy surcharge
payable by the open access consumers for the year 2014-15 is given below.

Table-1. Transmission charges, wheeling charges and cross subsidy charges for theyear

2014-15

Transmission Wheeling Cross subsidy Total
Particulars charges charges charges

(Rs/ kWh) (Rs/kWh) (Rs/ kWh) (Rs/ kWh)
EHT- 66 kV 0.26 0.00 0.26
EHT- 110 kV 0.26 0.00 0.26
EHT- 220 kV 0.26 0.00 0.26
EHT General 0.26 1.80 2.06
EHT Commercial 0.26 2.10 2.36
Railways 0.26 0.00 0.26
HT-1 Industry(A) 0.26 0.32 0.00 0.58
HT-1 Industry(B) 0.26 0.32 0.50 1.08
HT-1I General(A) 0.26 0.32 0.10 0.68
HT-II General(B) 0.26 0.32 1.80 2.38
HT III Agriculture (A) 0.26 0.32 0.00 0.58
HT III Agriculture (B) 0.26 0.32 0.00 0.58
HT-IV Commercial 0.26 0.32 2.30 2.88
HT V Domestic 0.26 0.32 0.00 0.58

3. KSERC vide order dated 30.09.2014 has also revised the meter rent fort all
consumers based on the following assumptions
a. The average cost of meter is taken as Rs 500/- for single phase
meters and Rs 1200/- for three phase meters .
b. The useful life of the meter is assumed as 15 years.
c. The rate of interest is adopted as 12%.
The existing meter rent, and the meter rent revised by KSERC w.e.f 01-10-2014 is
given below.
Table-2. Meter rent approved by KSERC w.e.f 01-10-2014

Meter rent (Rs/month or part thereof)

Sl Description Existing Revised meter rent
No meter rent wef 01.10.2014
1 | Single phase static energy meters with LCD 10 6

and ToD facility and with ISI certification

2 | Three phase static meters with LCD and ToD
facility and with ISI certification 20 15
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3 | LT CT operated three phase four wire static
energy meters (Class 0.5 accuracy) with LCD
and ToD facility and ISI certification 75 30

4 | 3 phase AC static tri-vector energy meters
with ABT, ToD facility and compliant to
Device Language Message Specification
(DLMS) protocol 1000

3. While approving the ARR& ERC for the year 2014-15, KSERC had approved the amount expected
from meter rent as Rs 175 crores as income as part of the non-tariff income. However by revising
the meter rent as above, the reduction of non-tariff income from meter rent is about Rs 35.00
crore during the year 2014-15.

4. KSERC has also approved Rs 3.14 per unit as the average pooled cost of power purchase for the
year 2014-15 for the purpose of granting renewable energy certificates (REC), in conformity with
the regulation 5 (1)(c) of the CERC (Terms and Conditions for Recognition and Issuance of
Renewable Energy Certificate for Renewable Energy Generation) Regulation, 2010.

5. KSERC has approved the cost of supply at EHT system, HT system and LT system as Rs.3.50/ Unit,
Rs.4.04/Unit and Rs.5.60/ Unit respectively. However, KSERC has approved the tariff for the year
2014-15 based on the average cost of supply instead of cost of supply at different voltage levels

6. The Chief Engineer (Commercial & Tariff) vide note read as above
has placed the order before the Board for compliance.

7. Having considered the recommendations of Chief Engineer (Commercial & Tariff), KSEBL hereby
orders to :

(1) Adopt the transmission charges, wheeling charges and cross subsidy surcharges applicable to the
open access consumers approved by the KSERC vide the order dated 30-09-2014 as
detailed under Table-1 above.

(2) Adopt the meter rent as approved by KSERC vide order dated 30.09.2014 as given in the Table-2
above.

(3) Adopt the average pooled cost of power purchase for the year 2014-15 as 3.14 per unit approved
by KSERC vide order dated 30.09.2014, for the purpose of granting renewable energy certificates
(REC), in conformity with the regulation 5 (1)(c) of the CERC (Terms and Conditions for
Recognition and Issuance of Renewable Energy Certificate for Renewable Energy Generation)
Regulation, 2010.

(4) Encourage the consumers to remit the cost of meter along with other charges and fees to be
remitted to KSEBL at the time of application of service connection, so that meter rent can be
avoided to such consumers.

(5) KSEBL may take up the revenue shortfall on account of reduction in meter rent for the year 2014-
15 from the Non-tariff income.

(6) the O/ o the Director (SCM & Generation Electrical) may provide detailed comments on the
assumptions adopted by the Commission for revising the meter rent including (a) useful life of the
meters as 15 years and (b) the average cost of meter - as Rs 500/ - for single phase meters and Rs 1200/
for three phase meters

By Order of the Full Time Directors
Sd/-

M.Shahul Hameed

Secretary (Administration)
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KERALASTATEELECTRICITYBOARDLTD
(Incorporated under the Indian Companies Act,1956)
Registered Office: Vydyuthi Bhavanam,Pattom
Thiruvananthapuram-695 004

Realisation of proportionate amount for transmission works-Sanction accorded- orders issued
Corporate Office (SBU-T/SO)

B.O.(FTD)No0.2949/2014(D(T&S0O)/T2/supply code/2014 )
Thiruvananthapuram Dated: 13.11.2014

Read: 1. Letter No.CE(TS)/EE2/ AEEIX/TVPM/General/583 dtd 20.09.2014 of the Chief
Engineer(Trans. South)
2. Remarks of the Financial Adviser dated 16.10.2014
B.O.(FB) 2390/2009 (TPC2/314/2009) dtd 15.09.2009
4. FTD Note No. D(T&SO)/T2/supply code/2014) dtd 30.10.2014 of the Director(Trans.&
System Operation)

@

ORDER
The Chief Engineer(Trans.South) as per the letter read as 1st paper above reported that
several bulk consumers are requesting power for which the transformer capacity/ feeder outlets of
the substation concerned have to be enhanced. The consumers are willing to pay proportionate
expenditure as per the provisions of the Kerala Electricity Supply Code 2014.

As per clause 36 of the Kerala Electricity Supply Code 2014:” The expenditure for extension
or up-gradation or both of the distribution system undertaken exclusively for giving new service
connection to any person or a collective body of persons or a developer or a builder or for enhancing
the load demand of a consumer or a collective body of consumers or a developer or a builder shall
be borne by the respective applicant or consumer or collective body of consumers or developer or a
builder shall be borne by the respective applicant or consumer or collective body of consumers or
developer or builder as the case may be in the following cases:

(1) for meeting the demand of an applicant with a contract demand above 1 MW

(2) formeeting the additional demand of existing consumers if the aggregate demand including
the additional demand applied for is above 1 MW

(3) for meeting the demand of the domestic or commercial or industrial complex or colony
constructed by a developer or a builder with a demand above 1 MW

(4) for meeting the demand of a high rise building irrespective of its demand
(5) for meeting the demand of power intensive unit irrespective of its demand and
(6) for meeting the demand of a consumer requesting for dedicated feeder or protected load

status irrespective of its demand

Provided that, if due to technical reasons, the extension or upgradation or both to be
undertaken by the licensee as per this regulation is more than the requirement of such consumer,
the expenditure for such extension or upgradation or both to be realised from the consumer shall be
limited to the proportionate expenditure.”

In this regard, the Chief Engineer(Trans.South) has pointed out that the deposit works as
mentioned above, does not come under the purview of the planned works and hence might not have
budget provisions. Only proportionate expenditure can be realised from the consumer. The
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realisation of balance amount and the possibility to collect proportionate expenditure from the

subsequent applicants needed clarification.

The Financial Adviser remarked that for such deposit works, estimate is to be prepared
considering the current market rate along with statutory provision and supervision charges and
demand notice issued to the firm. The work to be commenced once the remittance is made. As
budget provision cannot be made for this type of work which cannot be planned,necessary provision
can be made in the revised estimate. Special care shall be exercised so that cash flow will not get
affected due to huge investments without budget allocation and only on collecting the proportionate
amount. As for accounting, the entire expenditure is to be booked separately. This has to be set
off as and when proportionate expenditure are realised from consumers. Methodology to maintain
the capital expenditure details of a particular work, realising the same from prospective consumers
and the internal control that can be exercised are to be detailed to the Financial Adviser for allocating
suitable account heads and issuing accounting procedures.

As per the provisions of the Supply Code 2014 only proportionate expenditure is to be
realised by the licensee for the works required to be executed for providing the required power to the
applicant. Realising the balance expenditure incurred by Board for the work from the subsequent
prospective consumers needs clarification.

Having considered the above, the Board hereby:

1. authorises the Chief Engineer (Commercial & Tariff) to take up the matter with KSERC for
amendment of the clause 36 in the supply code 2014 to enable KSEBL to collect proportionate
expenditure from subsequent applicants also till the enhanced capacity of the expansion/
upgradation work already undertaken exhausts.

2. accords sanction to prepare the estimate for the deposit works based on current market rate
along with statutory provision and supervision charges. The work shall be commenced
once the above remittance is made. The balance expenditure shall be booked under normal
development. Also, the proportionate expenditure shall be collected from the subsequent
applicants and accounted as ‘consumer’s contribution’ in anticipation of the amendment of
supply code.

By Order of the Full Time Directors
Sd/-

M.SHAHUL HAMEED
SECRETARY(Administration)
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KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LTD

(Incorporated under the Indian Companies Act, 1956)
Registered office: Vydyuthi Bhavanam, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram -695004

Abstract

Revision of standard rates of fast moving materials under distribution wing as on 2013-14 -
Approved- Reg.

CORPORATE OFFICE (SCM & Generation- Ele)
B.O (FTD) No.2978/2014(SCM/TA .41/ dis cost data/13-14) Tvpm Dated 15 .11.14

Read: 1. FTD note no. SCM/TA.41/dis cost data/13-14 dated 11.11.14 of the Director
(SCM & Generation -Electrical).

ORDER

As per Board order dated 22.7.14, the Chief Engineer (SCM) is authorized to furnish the
standard rate (weighted average cost) as on 2013-14, of all distribution materials with due
verification by CIA and got approved by FTD and furnish the same to Chief Engineer (Commercial
& Tariff) before 30.8.14.

Accordingly, the cost of materials purchased by the distribution Chief Engineers and Dy.
Chief Engineers were collected by Chief Engineer (SCM) and the weighted average cost was
calculated. The rate of line materials were furnished by the Dy. Chief Engineer, Civil circle, Pallom.
Material for which tender was invited with variable price like distribution transformer, ACSR
conductors, 11kV, 3x300 sq.mm cable and PSC poles, the rates were updated with IEEMA price
variation formulae. The revised standard rates were furnished to the Chief Internal Auditor for

verification. The CIA vide letter dated 4.11.14 has certified the rates of 86 fast moving items which
were purchased during 2013-14. The rates of certain items like fuse units of certain ratings (415v,32A,
415v,63A), 22kV/110v CTPT unit, 11kV/110v CTPT unit, 22kV Disc Insulator, 22kV pole top
bracket, 22kV stay insulator and LT XLPE cable of certain sizes (1x25 sq.mm, 1x70 sq.mm, 2x50
sq.mm, 2x 95 sq.mm, 3.5x 95 sq.mm, 3.5x120 sq.mm) were not included in the list as these items
were not purchased in the field during 2013-14. The Chief Internal Auditor has stated to ensure =
that if future purchases and issues in respect of these items are made, the purchase cost may be
considered as standard rate of the items so purchased instead of the standard rates of 2011-12.

The matter was placed before the Full Time Directors vide note read as above to decide
whether to approve the standard rates of 86 fast moving items for 2013-14
certified by CIA.

Having examined the matter in detail, the Full Time Directors meeting held on 14.11.14

decided to approve the standard rates of 86 fast moving items for 2013-14 certified by CIA and
enclosed as Annexure.

By order of the Full Time Directors
Sd/-

M.Shahul Hameed

Secretary (Administration)
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KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LTD.

(Incorporated under the Indian Companies Act, 1956)
Registered Office: Vydyuthi Bhavanam, Pattom,Thiruvananthapuram-695 004

Abstract

Procurement of Safety Equipments and Materials- Approval of list of itemssanctioned-
Regarding

CORPORATE OFFICE DIRECTOR (DISTRIBUTION & SAFETY)
BO (CMD) No.2661/2014/ (D (D&S)/Safety/Safety Materials/Panel of Vendors/
2014-15) Dated Thiruvananthapuram 14.10.2014

Read:- 1. Minutes of the meeting held by the Chairman on 13.10.2013 with FTMs
& HODs
2. Note No. SCKSEB/ Safety Materials/Panel of Vendors/2014/104 dated
22.8.2014 submitted to the CMD

Order

As part of observing the Safety Procedures in tune with the recognized statutory
Safety Regulations, the field staffs of K S E B Ltd are to be provided with standard
quality Safety Materials and Personal Protective Equipments. During the inspections
conducted as part of providing safe working atmosphere as a precondition for the
Safety Management System, visualized in the Industry, it has been noted that many
of the personal Protective gadgets and Safety Materials which are being used in the
field does not keep at par with the standard. While arranging local purchase of such
materials, the quality and standard of the materials cannot be assured. The cost of
standard materials is so high that the purchasing limit exceeds the financial powers
given to Executive Engineers and Assistant Executive Engineers.

The Chief Engineer (CP) & Safety Commissioner vide note read above
highlighted this issue and proposed to standardize the quantity and quality of the
Safety Equipment required for each Section and to arrange procurement of materials
on an yearly rate contract from reputed manufactures after ensuring its quality.

Having considered the proposal, the Board hereby accord sanction for the
list of Safety Equipments (annexed herewith) as per the standard to be made
available in all Electrical Sections. Also a centralized yearly Rate Contract System
shall be adopted for purchasing the specified safety equipments from reputed
manufactures enlisted for the purpose. The Procurement shall be arranged at the
Office of the Director (SCM & Generation Electrical).

Orders are issued accordingly.
By order of the Chairman& MD
Sd/-
SHAHUL HAMEED M.
Secretary (Administration)
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@ SBI gives blueprint for

Rs. 50,000cr power fund l n dian

Power Sector

A LIFELINE FOR PO'WER (057
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India’s largest lender, State Bank of India, has submitted details of the proposed
power sector fund, which is likely to be set up with a corpus of Rs. 50,000 crore for
reviving stalled power projects in the country. It will also help recover thousands
of crores worth of banking sector funds that are stuck in such projects.

According to the concept paper worked out by SBI, a copy of which is available
with HT, the fund would have 49% contribution from power sector PSUs, with the
balance coming from banks and foreign investors.

“The fund would provide equity support and undertake some debt
restructuring,” said the minutes of the October 17 meeting, quoting SBI chairperson
Arundhati Bhattacharya.

The meeting was held at SBI's head office in New Delhi and attended by senior
officials of the finance and power ministries, along with heads of banks and financial
institutions including SBI, Punjab National Bank and India Infrastructure Finance
Company Ltd, besides the Asso-ciation of Power Producers (APP), which represents
the country’s top power companies.
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The proposal of the fund was first mooted in June soon after power and coal
minister Piyush Goyal had taken charge and met the bankers on power sector issues.
SBI was asked to work out the finer details.

“The government is looking at options by which it can become feasible for
banks to fund long-term projects, which include power as well. At present, there
are a few issues that concern banks and these need to be addressed for speedy
financing decisions,” a senior SBI official said.

Private sector companies have contributed significantly to the installed capacity
in the power sector during 2007 to 2012, with their share rising to 67% by August
2014 from 55% in 2012.

State-run power sector financial institutions including Rural Electrification
Corp, Power Finance Corp and cash-rich companies such as NTPC, along with
various public and private sector banks, are likely to contribute to the corpus of the
fund, officials with knowledge of the proceedings said.

“As much as 136,000 MW of capacity, out of India’s total installed capacity of
254,000 MW, involving an investment of over Rs. 6.23 lakh crore, has been added
by the private sector,” according to a presentation made by the APP during the
October 17 meeting. “The capital charge on the investments (by the private sector)
is about Rs. 90,000 crore.”

Fuel shortage, high coal import prices, a depreciating rupee, delays in land
acquisition, transmission bottlenecks and poor financial health of distribution
companies are some of the issues plaguing the power sector. Besides time and cost
overruns, the projects are also facing funding constraints. This has resulted in higher
non-performing assets (NPAs) - loans that do not yield returns - for banks, besides
affecting economic growth and the overall investment climate.

High cost of alternative fuels and the reluctance of discoms to procure power
have resulted in substantial decline in revenues of power companies, leading to
cash flow issues. The high construction risk is keeping away new investors and
project developers are finding it difficult to manage long-term contractual obligations.

(Source : Hindustan Times)

%~ Govt approves funds for power sector push

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government on Thursday approved
an outlay of Rs.43,033 crore to fund an ambitious initiative to supply electricity
through separate feeders for agricultural and rural domestic consumption, aimed
at providing round-the-clock power to village households. In addition, the cabinet
also approved spending Rs.32,612 crore on an integrated power development
initiative, which involves strengthening sub-transmission and distribution systems,
according to a government statement.
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Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY), named after an icon of
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), is aimed at ensuring around eight hours of
quality power supply to agricultural consumers and 24-hour electricity to
households. In addition, it would also help reduce India’s aggregate transmission
and commercial (AT&C) losses by five percentage points from the present 27%.
Separating electricity feeders is aimed at ensuring that while farmers receive optimal
electricity, the quality of power and its availability for rural households also
improves. It will also ensure that users are billed and technical and commercial
losses because of theft are reduced.

The scheme is based on an initiative called Jyotigram Yojana in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s home state of Gujarat and is named after the late Deendayal
Upadhyaya, a leader of the erstwhile Bharatiya Jana Sangh, the forerunner of the
BJP. Mint reported on 8 September about the proposed outlays. The cabinet also
decided to merge the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government’s Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY) and the restructured accelerated power
development reform programme (R-APDRP) with DDUGJY and Integrated Power
Development Scheme (IPDS), respectively.

RGGVY is a programme aimed at boosting rural electrification for which an
outlay of Rs.39,275 crore, including budgetary support of Rs.35,447 crore, has
already been approved. “This outlay will be carried forward to the new scheme of
DDUG]JY in addition to the outlay of Rs.43,033 crore,” the government’s press
statement said. The previous government last year approved an outlay of Rs.44,011
crore for the R-APRDP, including a budgetary support of Rs.22,727 crore. The
outlay “will be carried over to the new scheme of IPDS”, the statement added.

In line with Prime Minister Modi’s strategy of accelerating development of
infrastructure along the country’s frontier, the cabinet also approved Rs.5,111.33
crore for the North Eastern Region Power System Improvement Project for the six
states of Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura and Nagaland. The project
is aimed at strengthening the intra-state transmission and distribution systems in
the region.

(Source : Livemint)

" AIPEF writes to PM on Electricity Act amendment

All India Power Engineers Federation (AIPEF) has written to Prime Minister
demanding a thorough review of the Electricity Act 2003 before attempting an
amendment to act.

AIPEF in a letter to Prime Minister with copy to Power Minister has opposed
the concept of multiple supply licensees to segregate carriage and content in power

W
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distribution sector. In the proposed amendment there will be one single distribution
company which will be responsible for maintaining the distribution network and
there will be several supply licensees.

Multiple supply licensees at the same area of operation aimed at retail
competition of improving quality and reducing cost through market competition is
not going to be successful in the scarce power conditions. The multiple licensee
system will help only “cherry picking” and the deterioration of the incumbent public
sector licensee, which will be the only responsible for supplying electricity to the
unprivileged common.

The proposed amendment will allow any person with sufficient financial
capability to apply for a supply license and then the only purpose of supply franchisee
is to accommodate persons not ready to come under regulatory control.

This is an extremely serious issue given the financial dependence of State
distribution companies on the revenue from high end consumers. Eventually all
these changes will lead the system to chaos and it will ultimately affect the social
development of the nation.

Even the past performance of several input based distribution franchisees
suggests the need to bring its functioning and operation under regulatory scrutiny.
There are several cases of franchisees not properly paying their bills to the Discoms
for several months, thereby severely straining the Discoms working capital needs.

Further the proposed amendment makes the Electricity and Tariff Policies
adopted by the UPA government as mandatory in functions of State Electricity
Regulatory commissions. This provision overrides the central-state relationship in a
concurrent subject like electricity. Hence making the policy decisions of Central
Government as mandatory is against the federal set up of governance and is not
proper. The changes in the constitution of committee entrusted to select the members
of State Regulatory commission also take away the powers with the State
government.

All India Power Engineers Federation feels that the proposal for amending the
Act will prove as a step worsening the situation.

& Kudankulam nuclear plant to start commercial ops by Jan 22

Commercial operations of the first 1,000 MW unit of
r : Kudankulam nuclear power project is now expected to start
by January 22, 2015, as an earlier deadline could not be met
due to technical problems.

The Nuclear Power Corporation, which is implementing
the 2,000 MW plant, has received permission from the Central
Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) for extending the
deadline for commercial operation.
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The plant, having two units of 1,000 MW capacity each, is being set up with
technical cooperation of Russia. The first unit could not start commercial operations
by the earlier specified date of October 22 on account of certain technical problems.

Nuclear Power Corp submitted before the CERC that technical problem relating
to the turbine would be resolved by December 22, 2014 and sought one month time
“for eventualities” during the rectification work.

Taking into consideration the technical problem, the regulator in an order dated
November 10 has allowed Nuclear Power Corp to inject infirm power into the grid
for the commissioning tests including full load test of the first unit till January 22,
2015.

Infirm power refers to supply that is not committed and mainly fed into the
grid as part of testing purposes.

At Unit-], the first and second stage turbine blades and diaphragm have been
damaged which are being replaced by taking from Unit-II, according to Nuclear
Power Corp.

“The replacement of blades and diaphragm would take about from 7 to 8
weeks time. Therefore, the COD is expected to be achieved by January 22, 2015,”
the company had told the CERC.

Successful testing of reactor, turbine-generator, feed water pump system and
the control and protection system of different transients are mandatory as per Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board, before declaring Commercial Operation Date (COD) of
the project.

COD refers to the day from which the unit starts full commercial generation of
electricity.

CERC has also asked the company to file a status report on rectification work
carried out at the unit by December 30.

Nuclear Power Corp, after synchronised the unit into the grid on July 15, had
earlier planned to start commercial operations in September.

“However, while raising power, an increase in turbine thrust bearing
temperature was observed and the temperature touched operational limit on
reaching power level of 850 MW.

“For attending to the technical problem, Turbine-Generator was taken off the
bar and reactor was shut down on September 26, 2014,” the company has informed
CERC.

The turbine high pressure casing is being dismantled for carrying out inspection
of the turbine and identify the problem along with specialists of the turbine
manufacturer from Russia.

(Source : The Hindu)
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"US Ex-Im Bank Offers $1 Billion Renewable Energy Loan To India

The US Export-Import Bank has played a very
important role in shaping the Indian renewable energy
market into its current form. The bank now plans to provide
further assistance to promote renewable energy
infrastructure development in India.

The bank has offered $1 billion in low-cost loan to
India for aiding the development ofrenewable energy
projects. The loan will be provided to the Indian
Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA) which
would in turn disburse it to various renewable energy

projects across India.

US Ex-Im Bank has been among the prime lenders to solar power projects in
India. It provided debt financing to several projects which became the first solar
power projects to be commissioned in India. The largest solar thermal power
project in the country has also been financed by the bank. A number of projects
under the National Solar Mission have successfully approached the bank.

The bank offers debt financing at about one-third the cost of what Indian banks
offer. Cheap debt financing is among the major reasons for the explosive growth in
the Indian solar power sector and the fall of tariffs to less than a third of what they
were in 2009-2010.

However, cheap loans weren’t the only thing that came from US Ex-Im Bank’s
basket. Solar modules from American manufacturers also made a huge mark in the
Indian market. First Solar is the biggest beneficiary of this system. By some estimates,
the company enjoys about 30% of the market share in India.

This proposed loan will also carry a caveat that beneficiaries will have to import
and use products manufactured by American companies, although the loan can be
used for procuring a maximum of 30% of domestically manufactured equipment
as well.

It is interesting to note than up until a few months back American module
manufacturers were facing possible anti-dumping duties from the Indian
government, which had intentions of promoting domestic module manufacturers.
In August, however, India announced that it will no longer pursue anti-dumping
investigations against any country, recognising that such measures may be in
violation of the WTO rules.

India is planning to significantly boosts its installed renewable energy
capacity and plans to invest $100 billion over the next few years.

(Source : Clean Technica)
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"Solar boost: TN tops in rooftop installations

CHENNALI: Shortage of sufficient grid power, resulting in people looking up
to the Sun, has turned Tamil Nadu into a leading state for installed rooftop solar
power systems in India. Tamil Nadu accounts for 50 megawatt (MW) of the total
285MW of installed rooftop solar power capacity in India, according to data from
German renewable power consultancy firm Bridge To India.

Companies say that the installations are driven by adoption of solar power
amongst industries in TN which don’t get sufficient power from the state electricity
grid.

“ A major driver for the adoption of solar power has been the shortage of power.
Cost of solar power vis-a-vis diesel gensets used by industries is low, and this has
driven up number of solar installations,” said Basant Jain, CEO of Mahindra EPC
Services, which puts up solar power systems for companies. Power from diesel
gensets costs about 15 per unit, while solar power from a captive rooftop system
costs about 7 a unit. Companies like Asian Paints, Grundfos Pumps India, Infosys,
Schwing Stetter and several textile mills in the state have all put up solar power
systems on their roofs for captive consumption.

With the Tamil Nadu government planning to hike power tariffs, solar
companies are expecting a further increase in rooftop solar installations since it’s
more economical. “Solar costs are falling and companies are bidding for less than 7
for solar projects, but Tamil Nadu is offering a solar tariff of 7.01 and this will be a
big draw for companies to set up projects,” Pashupathy Gopalan, president (Asia
Pacific), SunEdison, a solar power project developer said. An added benefit is the
accelerated depreciation scheme under which companies can write off 80% of the
project cost as depreciation during the first year and thus save taxes.

Though the state has the largest capacity, it is not a significant amount by
itself, experts say. “The potential in India is easily in excess of 100GW. So far, only
a tiny fraction of this opportunity has been tapped. As the economics of electricity
will continue to shift in favor of local solar solutions, we will see phenomenal
growth,” said Tobias Engelmeier, founder & director, Bridge To India.

Also, all this activity has been predominantly in the industrial space. Solar
power still doesn’t make economic sense for most residential and commercial
establishments and the adoption there is low.

“One of the reasons is because there isn't enough space required to install a
system. Most commercial establishment in India have either AC chillers, pipes or
such things on the terrace leaving no space for solar panels,” Jain said.
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Adoption in residences is slow because the concept of net metering where
consumers who generate excess power from their rooftop systems can sell the power
to the state grid is only now picking up. Across India, only 112MW of residential
rooftop capacity is installed driven more by a desire to have green power than
because of commercial benefits.

Source : Tol

¢~ Power ministry plans cap on electricity price

After the Supreme Court ruled that allocation of coal block that figured in the
coal scam should be cancelled, the government is planning to complete the
auctioning of 74 coal mines and handing them over to bid winners before March
31.

The Ministry of Power is planning to ask watchdog Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission to prevent the companies that have bagged the coal blocks
from passing on the additional cost burden to consumers by increasing power tariffs,
government sources have told Deccan Herald.

While coal-based power companies have already hinted that they should be
allowed to pass on the rising cost of fuel to consumers, experts have cautioned that
this would burden the common man. Though the companies are allowed to pass
on their burden to consumers, there is a need to put a cap on it so that power-
generating firms do not indulge in profiteering, said the sources.

The ministry also feels that tariff-capping would discourage the firms from
indulging in aggressive bidding, and lead to efficient utilisation of coal.

The capping will face resistance from private firms as they claim such restriction
could be imposed only if the companies were allotted coal blocks for free. At a time
when the companies are paying huge sums for coal blocks, there should not be any
restriction on fixing electricity tariffs, said a private firm executive.

The government is also allowing swapping of coal blocks among end-user
companies who have bagged them through auction.

After the successful auctioning of 74 blocks, the government would start
auctioning the rest of the 214 blocks whose allocations were cancelled by the
Supreme Court, sources said.

(Source : Deccan Herald)
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" Tribunal cancels green clearance to 3600 MW thermal power plant

In a significant decision, the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has quashed environmental clearance (EC) to a
3,600 MW thermal power plant in Tamil Nadu and pulled
up the Union ministry of environment and forests

(MoEF) for “not applying its mind” and for having a
_ “casual approach” while giving green clearances to the
project.

The NGT decision regarding the 3,600 MW thermal
power plant of IL&FS in Cuddalore area of Tamil Nadu
came about on the ground that a proper cumulative impact assessment of the project
was not conducted. The tribunal order came after an appeal was filed by villagers
around the project area. The villagers claimed that the project would have a wide
range of impacts on the stressed and fragile ecosystem, as well as the health and
livelihood of local communities.

The project was proposed to be developed as part of a petroleum, chemicals and
petrochemicals region (PCPIR) with a port, several industries and
associated developmentof infrastructure. But, Cuddalore area has a high
comprehensive environmental pollution Index (CEPI) index, and was, until recently,
classified as one of the “critically polluted areas” of India. The area is also close to
the Pichavaram mangroves, which is an ecologically fragile ecosystem.

The project was granted environment clearance on May 31, 2010, but NGT in
May 2012 stayed the EC while directing a cumulative impact assessment (CIA)
which was rapidly completed by the company following which the MoEF cleared
the project. Villagers, however, were of the view that CIA was carried out hurriedly
without adhering to accepted scientific parameters, rendering it to be a mere “useless
formality”.

The NGT in its order on Monday held that the CIA of the project was conducted
by the project proponent on the basis of incomplete information and “non-existent”
standards, and the EC granted by the MoEF was without application of mind.

The tribunal noted that the CIA was “inadequate and erroneous” because of
reasons like faulty methodology adopted, unreliable and inadequate data collected.

“Perusal of the additional conditions imposed by EAC indicates a casual
approach as these conditions are extremely general in nature and do not prescribe
extent or level of work required to be carried out and in the absence of any specifics,
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such conditions shall remain on paper without being effectively monitored for
implementing the conditions and the mitigative measures required,” NGT bench
headed by NGT chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar held in its order.

The bench further stated that MoEF’s casual approach is demonstrated from
the fact that ministry and EAC both remained unmindful of non-existing air quality
standards.

“We are, therefore, of the considered opinion that the EAC failed to apply its
mind to the material placed before it by the rival parties and proceeded to
recommend the conditions purportedly for safeguarding the environment. Reading
of the conditions stipulated show that the MoEF did nothing more than merely
reiterating the conditions previously stipulated ...in different language,” noted the
bench while setting aside EC granted to the project.

The tribunal order delivered by Justice UD Salvi directed for a “fresh review of
the environmental Clearance on the basis of fresh cumulative impact assessment
study”.

“It is a very significant decision because the environment ministry is again
have been found guilty of rapid approval to an industrial project without even
considering the fact that it approved the project based on air quality standards
that does not even exist,” noted environmental lawyer Ritwick Dutta, who fought
the case for villagers, told dna.

(Source : DNA)

¢~ Biggest global bidding: Transmission projects of Rs 53,000 crore to be
auctioned

The government will auction
eight contracts to set up
power transmission projects worth
7 Rs 53,000 crore in the biggest
s global bidding round ever since the
sector was opened in 2010 and in
the next three years.

The bidding will provide an
opportunity to private firms
likeTata Power, Reliance Infrastr-

- ucture, Sterlite Energy, Larsen &
Toubro, GMR Energy, Lanco Infratech and JSW Energy to bag mega transmission
projects connecting several power plants to consumers.
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The proposed schemes will benefit the power starved states of south India that
face acute power transmission congestion.The transmission contracts include a
2,500-km long high capacity power evacuation link between Chhattisgarh and
Tamil Nadu worth.”26,820 crore. The transmission system will facilitate inter-state
transfer about 6,000-MW of electricity.

An empowered committee on transmission decided to bid these projects though
the state-run Power Grid Corporation of India was keen to take them up on
nomination basis, a senior government official said.

“The empowered committee on transmission has approved tariff-based
competitive bidding of over Rs 53,000 crore power evacuation schemes. This is the
biggest ever auction of power transmission projects in the past and in the near
future. These are pending projects and have got accumulated for lack of decision
and such large scale packages are not likely to be bid at least in the next three
years,” he said.

Electricity transmission in India is a monopoly of Power Grid Corp that owns
and operates about 45% of inter-state transmission system. The government has
decided that future inter-state transmission system schemes would be awarded
under tariff-based competitive bidding.

The proposed schemes include a Rs 8,570 crore inter-regional transmission
link to facilitate import of power from Maharashtra to Telengana and Andhra
Pradesh.

A Rs 7,032-crore transmission system strengthening scheme beyond Vemagiri
in Tamil Nadu has also been approved. A transmission line worth Rs 4,440 crore
between Ajmer in Rajasthan till Moga in Punjab has also been proposed. Besides,
two separate transmission lines connecting NTPC and Odisha Power Generating
Corp have been planned.

(Source : PTI)
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Are cancers fatal...? no...not at all..
Blood pressure, Diabetics, Blood choles-
terol.. there are so many life style diseases
. Cancer too is a rather life style disease.
As I was informed that the growth in my
right ovary was cancer.. I too was little
bit under the thought that I am closer to
death.. But since I am not afraid to die, I
was not terrified.. All the miseries of hu-
man life would end up on death.. my
worries will meet an end.. As I have been
practicing naturopathy to an extend for
over a decade, I decided to go for nature
cure only. But my husband and my doc-
tors repeatedly reminded me of my
Dependants. 84 years old mother with no
other children who cannot move with-
out any one's help..Two daughters, one
in MA class and the other in BSc..

Finally I decided to undergo sur-
gery and cancer treatment at RCC,
Thiruvananthapuram. Since the malig-
nancy was in Stage 1 only, the treatment
is supposed to be more effective. Doctors
of RCC assured me that there will not be
much problems if follow ups are done
correctly. But before starting chemo-
therapy, Dr. John told me other side ef-
fects will be minimum, but there will be
hair fall .. I was little bit uncomfortable
on that, just because others would feel
that I am a patient.. But surprisingly,

— Letters to the Editor

Cancer taught me that...

Er. Geetha L., Asst. Exe. Engineer

there was no hair fall.. some people say
that it may be due to the nature life care
and cure methods.. others say that it due
to the will... the Omnipotent had framed
me like that..

Any way, I am back to normal life
and work now... Things are not the very
same as before.. There's definitely a fall
to my physical activity level.. but even
now more than that of an average lady
of my age.. as there are certain after ef-
fects of hysterectomy and chemotherapy..
Homeopathy treatment is helping me to
cope with it.. Thanks are due to the Om-
nipotent, Naturopathy, Allopathy and
Homeopathy and of course to Cancer as
I feel that I am a more composed person-
ality now.. I can handle tough situations
with much balance state of mind.

During the hardships I have been
suffering in my career for a couple of
years, just because of certain severe
symptoms of the disease and those who
were determined to give me 'an assign-
ment' could fulfill their wish. At times I
have simply uttered that ' they would also
come to understand about what I am
suffering from their life '... But an aver-
age person cannot withstand it.. Hence I
have only one utterance now.. 'Lokaa
Samastaa Sukhino Bhavantu...'

m
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