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A separate wing for safety, directly
under the control of the CMD, needs to
be established with adequate supporting
staff for overcoming the current situation.
Safety audit teams have to be established
in all electrical circles under the functional
control of the regional safety officers to
conduct surprise field inspections and find
out the real cause of each of the accidents.
Suitable graded action to prevent similar
accidents needs to be implemented first by
proper training of the field staff and then
through warning, censure, minor and
then major punishments. The safety
functions can never be line functions and
hence it should not be executed through
the line officers themselves.

Standard Safety training has to be
imparted routinely to all technical staff.
Even linking of promotions and yearly
increments to the safety practices followed
by officers and employees can be thought
of after discussions with trade unions and
association of officers . A separate fund
for Safety implementation similar to
disaster management fund needs to be
formed and shall be included as
expenditure in the Aggregate Revenue
Requirement (ARR).

One of the reasons for the high rate of
occurrence of accidents is definitely due
to the shortage of qualified manpower for
electrical line works. The entry level
qualification for the line staff is critical.
The qualifications prescribed in the CEA
Safety regulations needs to be strictly
adhered to. Even though it is high time to
have made such changes, it is felt that
earlier the better.

Establishment of Real Time Safety
Management System (RTMS) can be
another step towards making the work

environment safer. All electrical sections
in a particular region have to daily update
an online register regarding the works
carried proposed to be carried out in their
section. The online register will be visible
for the Regional Safety officers. A surprise
inspection can be carried out at the work
site, to check whether all safety rules are
followed in the work process. Any
violations shall be strictly punished. A
‘PERMIT TO WORK" online logging
system shall be devised for the section level
planned and unplanned maintenance
works. Here also the regional safety officer
shall conduct surprise inspections.

Further, modern equipment such as
small aerial lifts fitted in jeeps or trucks
(similar to one put in use by ASIANET
cable team with suitable modifications)
can be made available to each section.
Work practices and standards needs to be
introduced in our system stage by stage.
In brief, establishing a comprehensive
safety system, safety culture and
integration with the business processes
which focus on People, Processes, Systems,
Technology and Facilities, supported by
demonstrated leadership and committed
employee alone can make our work safe.
The proverb “We reap what we sow” is
true in this context. It is for sure that a
committed workforce backed by a
committed management can bring many
changes and make our work environment
accident free.

Impulsive and adhoc arrangements
have time and again proved to be futile
and fatal in respect of Safety. We urge the
management to undertake a thorough
review and revamp of the safety practices
prevailing in KSEB at the earliest.

X/
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70 the Memobers...

Hydel bullet is a monthly Publication for information dissemination
among the members of the Engineers” Association about the various
activities of KSEB and in general about the power sector.Recently, the
editorial board has come to notice that the participation of the members
has decreased in terms of article contribution.Apart from the regular
column writers, no new members are sending their articles.Particularly
the young Engineers are not contributing in the Hydel Bullet.There
has been views that many of them are not aware of the procedure to
publish an article in Hydel Bullet. Hence we have decided to start a
separate gmail account hydelbulletin@gmail.com, for members to sent
in their articles.Members who are interested in sending the articles
through hard copy can reach us through the postal address printed on
the back cover page. We envisage the participation of all the members.

Editorial Board
Hydel Bullet

The Editorial Board would like to start a separate
column to include the views of the members
regarding the articles published in the Hydel Bullet.
We assure that all such letters/views/ criticisms/
disagreements will be published .

Editorial Board

%
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NEEL (NEIL) ARMSTRONG IN HEAVEN

Our sky is blue, ocean is blue, blue eyes
are considered to be the beautiest of all.
There was Rhythm and Blues - an old
music passion in USA. Neelambari is a
raga in Karnatic Music. Neel Dimond, a
popular American musician has a song
"Song Sung blue". Neel Sedak is another
celebrity singer; our Neela Padmanabhan
is a famous writer. Neela Lohitha Das was
our minister. Late Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy
was our old President. Lord Mahadeva has
a name Neelakantan from the time of
churning Palazhi. In short -Neel - is a
universal phenomena.

It was on August 15" 2012 Neel
Armstrong the 1* astronaut to land on the
moon, bid farewell to this material 'world.
At the time of death of people, Chithra
Gupta who is the spiritual auditor of Lord
Mahadeva (Neelakantan) submits audit
report of good and bad deeds of died per-
son and Lord Neelakantan decides
whether this person should be sent to
heaven or hell. Person who is selected to
heaven has to undergo quarantine period
and person who is selected to go to hell
can directly go to hell.

Lord Nelakanta has special affection
to people with name Neel and has given
instruction to Lord Yama that a person
brought to heaven from Neel family has to
be brought to him before accommodating
in heaven.

After quarantine period Lord Yama
took Neel Armstrong to Neelkantji who

U.S.Ravindran (Rtd.EE)

has just returned to his corporate office at
heaven after regular meditation in
Himalayas.

Lord Yama knocked the door "May I
come in Neelakantji"

"Yes surely Yamaji. Please come in,
anything special?" "As per standing in-
structions I have brought one belonging to
your family - the Neel family" - Lord Yama
pointed and told "He is Neel Armstrong"
"Yes Yamaji, I remember this fellow - the
one who stepped for the first time on my
head decoration moon. His foot impression
is still here". Neel Kantji took out the moon
from his head and showed the foot point.
I am still keeping the foot point as an ap-
preciation of the achievement of mankind.
I appreciate their hard work and dedica-
tion to reach me". Facing to Neel
Armstrong Neel Kantji told" At that
moment you stepped on the moon you
were telling praise the Lord in the highest
of all heavens; weren't you? It was directly
to my ears. I still keep your foot impres-
sion. You know my friend Mahavishnu
also keep a foot impression - Sreevalsam
on his chest as a token of his love and care
towards his devotee."

Neel Armstrong was fascinated by see-
ing the dress code of so his called family
member Neelkantji. Even in his corporate
office he was wearing a snake around his
neck. His matted hair is wet.His fore head,
hands, legs and body was painted with
triple lines of white ash. He was holding a
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trishul in his hand. Neel Armstrong won-
dered that how he became in the family of
Neelakantji and asked "Mr.Neelkant, you
look like a Red Indian or tribal. How we
can be of same family. What is this snake
for? Are you not afraid? "Please take a seat
my dear Neela friend". Neel Kandji offered
a seat to Neel Armstrong. It was a coiled
snake. He hesitated to sit on the snake coil
out of fear. Neel Kantji comforted Neel
Armstrong " Don't worry it is a tamed
snake. Please sit on that. It will not hurt
you. See all our emotions, lusts, anger, Ven-
geance, fear etc. are like poisonous snakes.
At any moment it may harm us. But if we
tame them, they will be of great use in
many ways. If you tame your untamable
talents it will nourish your self and will
decorate your personality. See I am wear-
ing this poisonous cobra as a chain. It is a
tamed one and I think it decorates me".

Neel Armstrong was curious to hear
more and sat on the snake coil fearless by
and asked "Mr. Neelkant, you have a closed
third eye on your forehead. What is it for?
Can it be opened?"

" think your fear is over and getting
smart and wise to ask questions - OK Neelu
listen. Our desires lead us to restlessness
and trouble. Desires are like rapid spread-
ing virus. My third eye is the eye of wis-
dom.

My third eye eliminates the desire at
the very point of inception, by convincing
the devotee the silliness and consequences
of the desires and making the devotee
stable minded". Now another question
came out from Neel Armstrong "Sir your
body pointed with white ash. Are you
afraid of sunstroke in heaven also?.

"Dear Neelu every human body finally
reduces to 800 gms of ash. People deco-
rate their body with costly costumes glit-
tering gold and dazzling diamonds to
cover up the ignorance about their self. But
in the last the richest man and the poorest
man disintegrate to the same - the final ash
the ultimate bodily destiny; Ash lines on
my body represents that truth." Face of
Neel Armstrong was brightened. He
thought that this tribal man is not so silly
and asked his next question "what is this
trident for? Do you have any enemies?"

Neelkantji took tridant in his left hand
and pointed to each prong and said "See
all the three branches joins in one stem.
When an actor, subject of the act and poor,
of acting in unison it is a state of dissolv-
ing ego and body awareness. When a
dancer, act of dancing and the theme,or
the subject predicate and object or the
singer, the song and singing are in perfect
harmony,it is the realizaiion of Brahma.
Tridant represents, the State of Brahma"
Poining to Neel Armstrong’s chest
Neelkantji asked "Neelu... you are also
wearing a tridant in your chain."

We call it cross sir. Jesus was crucified
for the sins of mankind. At that time he
was praying Lord these people don't know
what they are doing. Forgive them - He
was resurrected on third day',.-"That is it'
People do not know that trishul and cross
are symbol of Brahma. They mistake it for
a weapon or misinterpret it to take advan-
tage of religion or politics. I always forgive
them. People commit sin by unknowing
self. When people know their self they at-
tain wisdom- It is a resurrection,,. Neel
Armstrong understood that this family
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member means a lot and raised another
question ,,Sir your dress fabric seems to be
tiger skin. Is not tiger killing banned?"
"Dear Neelu I am Siva - the bodyless and I
am beyond time and space. I am infinite
and uncoverable. But in order to appear
infront of a human being like you I have
to follow maya that is human limitations.
Hence I appear as human being wearing
tribal dress. Tiger skin is beautiful on tiger
only. I did not kill any tiger. This is only a
maya."

As conversation continued Goddess
Parvathy devi came and told in a hesita-
tion ,Sorry Neelkantji lam late. In earth
there was festival in Mari Amman Kovil
and Mary Matha Church. People worship
me in different ways. I had to be there at
both places to bless them,,. "It is OK
Parvathiji, Today I have one from my Neel
family - meet Mr.Neel Amstrong - my
Neelu who stepped on my head decora-
tion Moon". NeelKantji introduced Neel
Armstrong. ,Namaste Neelu,,

Parvathiji greeted Neel Armstrong and
turned to Neel Kantji and said "It is great
coincidence that some one from your fam-
ily itself touched it first. By the way
Neelkantji, some people in the earth are
waiting for the appearance of the moon
to end their fasting. Please put on the
moon on your head. Thank you Parvathiji'
I took it down to show the foot print to
Neelu. I think it is little late to wear it. But
no problem. Let the people on earth take
one more holiday" Neelkantji took up the
moon and fitted on his head. Then directed
Lord Yama to show'Neel Armstrong other
members of Neel family and other places

in heaven. While Neel Armstrong was
leaving with Lord Yama Nelkant;ji re-
minded. When ever it is time for you for a
rebirth. Yamaji will take you to Lord
Brahma.

Lord Yama & Neel Armstrong were
on the way to Neel apartments where ac-
commodations was arranged to Neel
Armstrong. Too many apartments on the
way were vacant because no enough hu-
man beings were qualified to stay in
heaven. On the way Lord Yama showed
a small colony "Sankar Emclave". Lord
Mahadeva has another name Sankar and
all his favourite Sankarns are accommo-
dated there. Lord Yama told Neel
Armstrong" To the right you can see
Sankar enclave. you may not have heard
about these people staying there because
your field was different. But during your
stay in heaven you will become friends
with them. You can see Adi Sankara a
great Seer, Sankaran Nampoothiri a Great
Politician, Sankarankutty Pottekad great
traveler, Sankara Kurup a great poet,
Sankara pillai a great story teller etc.
After passing Sankar enclave they entered
Neel apartments. I** Floor was vacant. [I™
floor Lord Yama unlocked 1% door and told
Neel Armstrong "This is the apartment of
a former harmless Indian President
Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy". Neelam
Sanjeeva Reddy opened the door. On see-
ing Lord Yama he looked confused. He is
seeing Lord Yama for the first time after
occuping Neel apartment since long years.
He asked Lord Yama " Are you going to
take me to Lord Brahma to give me rebirth?
I dont want a rebirth and go to Inida again.
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Now every Indian is born with a liability
of 10,000 dollars by virtue of rule of an
economist. India's oil rich basins blessed
land and space are sold to big corporates
and ordinary people are in trouble to pass
day to day life. One of my follower spent
80 lakhs rupees for maintenance of his
house after retirement. Another Wise lady
follower spent 136 crores for her foreign
tour. All these money is from the taxes of
the poor. The rich pay no taxes. They keep
money extracted from India in foreign
banks. Son of the lady President carries
crores of rupees illegally in his car. They
have spoiled dignity of the I* citizen of a
country. I don't want a rebirth. Please don't
take me back to Lord Brahma. After
listening to the continuous verbal flow
from Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy Lord Yama
told "Dear Neelamyji, I did not come to take
you back to Lord Brahma for giving rebirth.
It is customary to introduce a new entrant
to heaven from Neel family to others. Meet
Mr.Neel Armstrong the great astronaut
"Namaste Armstrongji Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy greeted Neel Armstrong and wel-
come to Neel Apartments".

Neel Armstrong in return showed
Namasthe Gesture and bowed his head.
"Thank you President" "By the way which
flat is allocated to you in this Neel Apart-
ment? Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy enquired.
'Not yet" Armstrong replied.

" feel happy that I have my family in
America also" Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy
said "now I remember that Swami
Vivekananda once addressed brothers and
sisters of America. Happy in meeting you
Atmstrongji' your Arms are strong. once

Lord Krishna addressed Arjuna as
Mahabhaho that is man with long and
strong arms. Arjuna justified it. You also
justified your name."

Lord Yama intercepted their conver-
sation. "Armstrongji your flat is in the third
floor. You can have further talks later.".
While leaving to the third floor Neel
Armstrong asked Lord Yama "Mr.Yama,
actually what is your job. You are spend-
ing too much time with me. Don't you
have duty on earth < Lord Yama replied "
My duty is to administer law and order.
Now people on earth make my job easy.
They take law in hand. They kill each
other for flimsy reasons simplifying my job.
They kill animals to eat and justify by the
name halal.

People are killed for ethnic cleansing.
Some killings are political and some are in
the name of god and call it jihad. I have
to attend only natural old age death.
Sometimes Lord Mahadeva the great
dancer dances his break dance Tsunami,
Baliet flood dance or earth quake classical
dance. All these simplify my jobs. Now I
have to go back to earth for normal
duties. Armstrongji, have you got any
message to the people on earth" . "Yes
please take this message to people of earth.
There is enough vacant places in heaven.
Get qualified to reach here. But here it is a
lonely feeling. Or there is ample opportu-
nities to make heaven on earth itself-with
love. Mankind can try that".

,1 will take this message to people of
Earth. Let there be heaven on earth" Lord
Yama waved his hand and returned to
earth.
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PETRONET PLANS TO LEASE
OUT STORAGE TANKS

K ochi : Petronet LNG Limited has invited
bids to lease out the under-utilised storage
tanks of its LNG terminal at Puthuvype,
Kochi, as the unit stooped further into
losses. Only five percent of the five million
tonne-a-year storage facility at the
terminal, which was commissioned in
January this year, is being used currently.

The ongoing delay in
laying pipelines connecting
customers in Kerala,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
is the major reason behind
the under utilization of the
terminal.

To make the terminal Currently

economically viable, the
company has invited bids
to lease out two of its LNG storage tanks
for two years. Expression of Interests are
invited by April 30 and a decision on it
will be taken by May-June this year. The
LNG terminal in Kochi has two storage
tanks with a gross capacity of nearly
182,000 cubic meters each. It has also
facilities to regasify five million tonnes of
LNG per annum, the company said in its
notice inviting tenders.

It said the Kochi terminal had a jetty
with berthing and back-up facility to safely

Only five percent of the
five million tonne-ayear
storage facility at the
terminal is being used

—— 21

handle LNG carriers, with capacities
ranging from 65,000 cubic meters to
216,000 cubic meters. The storage facility
can be used by traders who want to import
gas and resell it to customers or entities.
The facility can also be used by LNG
suppliers, like those in the Middle East who
want to use Kochi as an intermittent

storage point for supplying

{0 cUStoOmers in the east.

Company officials said
the storage facility in Kochi
could be used to store LNG
during times of glut or low
prices. “Expression of
interest are invited from
established, experienced
bonafide  LNG

suppliers/traders/terminal
operators for short-to-medium-term
leasing of the storage capacity.

“The commercial matters associated
with the utilisation of the terminals will
be as per international norms, and are
negotiable “the notice said. LNG is chilled
to minus 160 degree Celsius to bring it to
the liquid state for ease of transportaion.
It is converted back into the gaseous state
before being sold to users.

R
Express News Service *
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KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LTD.
ABSTRACT

Kerala Electricity Supply Code, 2014 - preparatory works to be initiated - authorising
HODs and Officers-orders issued
Corporate Office (Tariff and Regulatory Affairs Cell)
B.O (FTD) No.1065 / 2014 (KSEB/TRAC/SCode-New/R2/2014) Thiruvananthapuram
dated 28-03-2014
Read : 1. Letter No. 215/DD/T&D/2014/KSERC/135 dated 31-01-2014 of
Secretary, KSERC
2. Note No. KSEB/TRAC/SCode-New /R2/2014 dated 12-03-2014 of the
Chief Engineer (Commercial & Tariff) submitted to Full Time Directors
ORDER

The Kerala State Electricity Regulatory Commission has notified the Kerala Electricity
Supply Code, 2014 after due process including previous publication and public hearing.
The new Code shall come into force with effect from the First day of April, 2014 as per
regulation 1(3) of the Code.

The Code notified under Section 50 of the Electricity Act, 2003 apparently has invoked
Sections 43, 46, 47, 126, 135 and 181 of the Act and thus is an all encompassing regulation
dealing with almost all activities related to Distribution and Supply of Electricity. It also
has integrated all the features of the Terms and Conditions of Supply issued earlier by
KSEB with the approval of the Commission. Thus there will be no separate Terms and
Conditions of Supply henceforth and hence KSEB have to issue circulars and orders for
the effective implementation of various provisions in the Supply Code.

The new Supply Code brings in fundamental changes in the rules of distribution business
hitherto followed in KSEB. Thus to ensure that the field offices comply with the provisions
in the regulations while carrying out day to day activities, a number of preparatory works
need to be initiated immediately along with providing sufficient training to officers and
workmen in distribution wing.

Having considered the proposal submitted before the Full Time Directors by the Chief
Engineer (Commercial & Tariff), the Full Time Directors entrust the following tasks against
various heads of departments and officers specified here under for the smooth
implementation of the Kerala Electricity Supply Code, 2014.

Chief Engineer (Commercial & Tariff)
Chief Engineer (Commercial & Tariff) is authorised to

a) prepare proposal for Parallel Operation Charges (POC) for all distributed generation
resources connected to the grid in accordance with Regulation 18 for seeking approval
of KSERC, after the Regulation for grid connectivity of distributed generation resources,
is notified.
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prescribe methodology for pro-rata realisation of estimate cost of works for extension
and/or upgradation of distribution system in accordance with Regulation 36.
prepare proposal for applicable charges for protected load as per Regulation 48, for
seeking approval of KSERC.

prepare proposal for charges applicable for energisation of supply is cases where all
internal distribution network is carried out by the developer in accordance with
Regulation 49(6).

prepare proposal for tariff applicable to different single point supply points based on
occupancy/conglomerations as per Regulation 56(10) to seek approval of KSERC.
examine the implications of introducing Security Deposit for the price of meter for
different class of consumers and submit suitable proposals to the Board in view of
Regulation 67 and other enabling Regulations in the Code.

prepare proposal for realising processing fee in respect of applications for new
connections, for obtaining approval of KSERC as per Regulation 76(11).

prepare proposal for inspection fee applicable for inspections scheduled on holidays,
for obtaining approval of KSERC as per Regulation 77(3).

approach KSERC for obtaining approval for the agreement applicable for streetlights
as per Regulation 102 (2).

propose the penalty payable by consumers in cases where meter is kept inaccessible
to the licensee, for obtaining approval of KSERC as per Regulation 111.

obtain prior approval as per Regulation 136(5) from KSERC for the present scheme of
one time settlement of arrears as and when the same is extended beyond 31-03-2014.

Chief Engineer (IT)
Chief Engineer (IT) is authorised to review and strengthen the IT applications in use

and for the same in consultation with Chief Engineers in Distribution. For complying
with the Regulations, the Chief Engineer (IT) is entrusted to:

take steps to publish updated status of applications for new connection, conditions for
grant of connection etc in English and Malayalam in the Website in accordance with
Regulation 38 and 75(8).

take necessary steps for modifying existing software applications to provide system
generated/automated responses to ensure actions as per timelines prescribed in the
Regualtions 41(3), 41(4), 41(9), 58, 59, 71, 72(3), 73, 76(1), 76(2), 76(4), 77(1), 77(2), 81,
82, 83, 91(4)(h), 91(4)(i), 91(7)(d), 91(7)(e), 93, 94, 97(2), 98, 99, 100, 101, 111(6), 122,
128, 130, 132(4), 132(6) and 145. The actions to be initiated by officers of KSEB on
efflux of time shall be automatically generated through the system in ORUMA /ORUMA
NET new connection and billing modules.

ensure timely release of modules for payment of interest on security deposit, with

provision for payment of penal interest at double the bank rate to the consumer
whenever payment is delayed beyond stipulated time in accordance with Regulation
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72(3). The module shall also be capable of providing reports of such delayed payment
to Director (D&G(E)) and Director (F).

(4) provide facility in the software for providing unique application numbers for all
applications as per Regulation 76(4).

(5) arrange for publishing of waiting list of applicants etc in the website in accordance
with Regulation 87(3).

(6) arrange for publishing the status of meters, meter seal, reading etc in the website of
KSEB Ltd as per Regulation 110(10).

(7) arrange for publishing the list of accredited and approved laboratories for meter testing
in the website, in consultation with CE(SCM), to comply with Regulation 115(3).

(8) arrange for publishing the billing details of last six months, payment receipt etc of all
consumers in the website to comply with Regulation 122(4).

(9) arrange to make available the details in the regular bills issued to consumers as specified
in Regulation 123. The details such as tariff rates, rate of electricity duty, meter number,
details of last six readings, payments made during the billing period etc. are to be
provided in the bills.

(10) arrange for necessary modifications in software to properly implement the new scheme
of interest applicable for delayed payment as per Regulation 131(2) and Schedule 1,
item 12.

(11) propose introduction of new modes of payment like bank transfer in consultation
with Financial Advisor within six months in compliance with Regulation 137(2).

(12) publish and regularly update the list of authorised officers and assessing officers in
the website in consultation with CE(HRM) and CVO in compliance with Regulation
149(3) .

(13) ensure that the details to be furnished in the website as per the Regulation 176 is
properly published therein.

Proposal for relaxation in time in implementation of any of the Regulations, if required,
may be prepared by CE (IT) along with sufficient grounds for such relaxation.

Chief Engineer (Distribution - South) through DAC

Chief Engineer (Distribution - South) is authorised to formulate the following through the
Distribution Advisory Committee (DAC):

i.  formulate procedure for maintaining a record of the test results of consumer’s
installations as per Regulation 77(4).

ii. formulate scheme for metering the supply to all existing streetlights before 31-03-2016
in compliance with Regulation 102 (7). The proposal shall be prepared so that the
approval of KSERC can be obtained before 30-09-2014.

iii. examine the preparedness for releasing supply to new streetlights on metered basis
alone from 01-04-2014 in order to comply with Regulation 102 (7) and difficulties, if
any, shall be immediately brought before the attention of the Board.
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propose the format of meter particulars sheet, copy of which need to be provided to
the consumer at the time of meter installation or replacement in compliance with
Regulation 109(12).

finalise the different formats in English and Malayalam based on the Model formats
in Annexure to Supply Code. Similarly the agreements for supply of Electricity shall
also be finalised. CE(C&T) shall seek approval of the formats of applications and
agreements from KSERC as per Regulation 103(3) and Schedule 1. After obtaining
approval of KSERC, CE(DS) shall arrange for printing of the same for use in local
offices. CE (IT) shall publish approved formats in the website of KSEB Ltd for free
download.

Chief Engineers (Distribution)

Chief Engineers (Distribution) are authorised to ensure compliance with the provisions

in the Kerala Electricity Supply Code, 2014 and bring to the attention of the Board any
difficulties in implementing any of the provisions.

However, immediate attention shall be given to the following activities which are

carried out through subordinate offices.

a.

Bill date is stipulated as three days from meter reading date. All EEs of Electrical
Divisions shall ensure billing within bill date for all monthly billed consumers.

The EEs of Electrical Divisions shall ensure that necessary assistance is provided in all
section offices under their jurisdiction, to the applicants to fill up the application forms
as per Regulation 75(8).

Executive Engineers of Electrical Divisions are to be authorised to sanction shifting,
dismantling etc of redundant and unused lines in accordance with Regulation 96(4).

Executive Engineers of Electrical Divisions shall ensure that while releasing new
connections and during meter replacement, the meter seal certificate signed by the
Consumer/representative is also to be obtained in compliance with Regulation 104(7).

Executive Engineers of Electrical Divisions shall arrange ID cards to all meter readers
as per Regulation 110 (4).

CEs (Distribution) shall ensure periodical testing of meters as specified in the Code
and arrange for keeping a record of the same in compliance with Regulations 113 &
114.

Chief Engineer (SCM)
Chief Engineer (SCM) is authorised to :

1.

prepare proposal for obtaining approval for all TMRs from KSERC as per the definition
for approved laboratories.

prepare proposal for recovery of cost of damaged meter etc in accordance with
Regulation 22.
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3. As per Regulation 33 Cost data for distribution works to be revised every year. CE
(SCM) to provide required details to CE(C&T) before 30th November every year and
CE(C&T) to file proposals before KSERC before 31st December every year for obtaining
approval for cost data for the subsequent financial year.

4. propose the list of venders and makes of meters that can be procured by the consumers
in accordance with Regulation 105. CE(SCM) shall also look into the possibility of
utilising the provision enabling KSEB Ltd. to sell energy meters to willing consumers
and submit suitable proposals.

Chief Engineer (Corporate Planning and Safety Commissioner)

Chief Engineer (Corporate Planning and Safety Commissioner) is authorised to prepare
proposal for penalty charges applicable for harmonics dumping as per Regulation 23(3).

CE(Transmission-System Operation)

Chief Engineer (Transmission - System Operation) is authorised to forward details of
all emergency load shedding to Chief Engineer (C&T) within 2 days for timely reporting
to KSERC in compliance with Regulation 25.

Financial Advisor

Financial Advisor is entrusted to propose the methodology for accepting and processing
outstation cheques submitted by consumers that are not payable at par in view of Regulation
132(4).

Chief Public Relations Officer

Chief Public Relations Officer is authorised to arrange for printing of tariff schedule
in English and in Malayalam for making available to general public at a price as per
Regulation 31(3) and 31(4). Chief Engineer (IT) shall publish the same in website.

Special Officer (Revenue)

Bill date is stipulated as three days from meter reading date. Special Officer Revenue
(SOR) is entrusted to ensure billing within bill date for all HT&EHT consumers.

TA to Director(Distribution & Generation Electrical)

TA to Director (Distribution & Generation Electrical) is entrusted to compile quarterly
progress reports as per Regulation 51 for onward submission to KSERC through Chief
Engineer (C&T).

Orders are issued accordingly for creating an enabled frame work for smooth
implementation of provisions under Kerala Electricity Supply Code, 2014.

By order of the Full Time Directors
Sd/-

M. Shahul Hameed

Secretary (Admin)
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KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LTD.

(Incorporated under the Indian Companies Act, 1956)
Registered Office: Vydyuthi Bhavanam, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram
ABSTRACT

Promotion of Assistant Engineers (Electrical) to the post of Assistant Executive Engineer

(Electrical) without insisting two years generation service from 18.02.2012 to till date -

Action of Chief Engineer (HRM) - Ratified - Orders issued.

Corporate Office (Human Resources Management)
B.O (FTD) No.1032/2014(EB1/ AE-AEE/Promotion/2014) dated,
Thiruvananthapuram: 26-03-2014

Read: 1.B.O (FB)No.395/2012(Estt.IlI/ CR-Rules/2006) dated Tvpm 18-2-2012.

2. Note No. EB1/AE-AEE/Promotion/2014 dated 24.03.2014 of the Chief Engineer
(HRM).
ORDER

The Board vide order read above had stipulated an additional fundamental eligibility criteria that

an Assistant Engineer (Electrical) must have a minimum service of two years in generation to

become eligible for promotion to the post of Assistant Executive Engineer (Electrical).

The Chief Engineer (HRM) vide note read above has brought before the Board, the following practical

difficulties in adhering to the above additional stipulation.

i.  Asperrules, a degree holding Assistant Engineer has to complete a minimum service of three
years to become eligible for promotion as Assistant Executive Engineer. Accordingly, about
1100 Degree holding Assistant Engineers have to work for two years in about 225 places
available in generation within three years of their recruitment to become eligible for promotion.
Also about 680 Diploma holding Assistant Engineers have to complete two years generation
service within seven years to become eligible for promotion.

ii. AsperSub clause 2 A of rule 3 of the Indian Electricity Rules, 1956, only persons trained and
certified by institutions recognised by the Central Electricity Authority should be employed in
Generating Stations of 100 MW and above & associated substations. PETARC, Moolamattom
is recognised by the CEA for conducting long term statutory training for Electrical Engineers
and issuing license. The training is for eighteen months followed by evaluation. Accordingly,
9 batches of Engineers have been issued license and they are under bonded obligation of
Rs.1,00,000/ - each to work in generation for the next two years.Therefore, these licensed operators
are being posted in the generating stations now. Hence, it is not possible in practice for providing
two years generation service to all degree & diploma holding Assistant Engineers of KSEB and
make them eligible for promotion.

iii. Unlike other cadres in KSEB, two weeks induction level training and passing of Departmental
test is mandatory for completing the probationary period of two years for Assistant Engineers
in KSEB. Insisting on two years generation service for promotion, is an additional stipulation,
which is not insisted for any other cadre in KSEB.

iv. There are Assistant Engineers with specific areas of expertise like IT, Relay, SCADA, Training,
PET etc. who are retained in specific seats by the organisation for a longer duration for the
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benefit of the Organisation. The above additional stipulation will therefore render these
Assistant Engineers ineligible for promotion. Also, Assistant Engineers who are given protection
from transfer on genuine grounds will be denied promotion because of this clause.

v.  Following the recent accident in Moolamattom power house which also resulted in the death
of alady Assistant Engineer while on duty, it was instructed to avoid posting of lady Assistant
Engineers on shift duty in power houses to the extend possible.

vi. The stipulation of minimum two years generation service as a fundamental eligibility criteria for
promotion of AE (E) to AEE (E) was enforced through Board Order only on 18-2-2012. Majority
of the Assistant Engineers (Electrical) in KSEB, especially with about 10 years experience in
this cadre, did not meet this criteria as on the date of order. It is only two years since this order
has been made and it is not possible for providing two year generation service for all Assistant
Engineers in this short span of time. Denying promotion to Assistant Engineers with more
than ten years of service on the ground that they were not posted in generation for two years by
the Board will chop down the morale of these employees and will give rise to a series of
litigations.

The above facts were brought to the attention of the then Chairman and Members of KSE Board
and they had agreed to review this decision.The Chief Engineer (HRM) has further pointed out
that due to the exigencies of service, based on the directions of the Chairman & Members /
Directors of the Board /Departmental Promotion Committee, promotions from Assistant
Engineer (Electrical) to Assistant Executive Engineer (Electrical) were done during the last two
years from the date of this Board Order, without insisting on generation service. The Chief
Engineer (HRM) has requested ratification for this action and for reconsidering the decision
for insisting on two years generation service as fundamental eligibility criteria for promotion
to Assistant Executive Engineer (Electrical).

Having considered the recommendation of the Chief Engineer (HRM), the following decisions
were taken in the Full Time Directors Meeting held on 24.03.2014.

1. KSEB has not been able to ensure that all Assistant Engineers / Assistant Executive
Engineers are necessarily deployed in generation side. A system for such deployment has to be
put in place before insisting on this condition. Therefore, the action of the Chief Engineer
(Human Resources Management) in promoting Assistant Engineers (Electrical) to Assistant
Executive Engineer (Electrical) from 18-2-2012 to 24-03-2014, without insisting on the
fundamental eligibility criteria quoted as item (iii) in the Board Order read above which
stipulates that an Assistant Engineer (Electrical) must have two years service in Generation for
becoming eligible to the promotion of Assistant Executive Engineer (Electrical), is hereby ratified.

2. The above condition shall be kept in abeyance till March 2015, when the situation
will be reassessed.

Orders are issued accordingly.
By order of the Full Time Directors
Sd/-
(M.SHAHUL HAMEED)
SECRETARY(ADMN)
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POWER SECTOR ROUND UP

ELECTRICITY WATCHDOG ASKS MODITO ADD HIGH LEVEL
COMMITTEE FOR AFFORDABLE ELECTRICITY

All India Power Engineers Federation (AIPEF) has urged BJP’s prime ministerial
candidate Narendra Modi to promise a high level committee be constituted to review
the power sector reforms and recommend corrective measures to chalk out a road
map for “Power to all at affordable rates.” AIPEF has forwarded a copy of a resolution
to Modi that was adopted in its federal council meeting demanding immediate stoppage
of blind privatization,introduction of franchisee system in power distribution and
outsourcing of departmental works.

AIPEF will oppose crony capitalism, blind privatization policies & address the crisis
being faced by Indian Power Sector that is threatening to undermine economic survival
of the Nation.The copies of resolutions have also been sent to Prime Minister and all
chief ministers. Shaliender Dubey, chairman AIPEF, personally delivered copy of
resolution to Rajnath Singh BJP president.

The minutes adopted by Federal Executive demanded resolution that proposed
amendment in Electricity Act 2003, which is aimed to further privatize distribution of
power, be withdrawn. The proposed amendments will lead to Creation of multiple
agencies, adding cost at every level which ultimately affects consumer. It has demanded
that disastrous reform policies be rolled back and pro people agenda should be
incorporated in Electricity Act 2003.

V K Gupta spokesperson of Federation said the very purpose of changing Electricity
Act in 2003 was to reduce losses in Power sector, improve financial health of the sector
& reduce subsidy burden of government. Due to faulty policies ,as pointed out above,
the contrary has happened.The financial health of power sector has further deteriorated
& government is now even subsidizing private Discoms. What is more serious is that
due to continued wrong energy policies banking sector may collapse under the burden
of non-performing assets being generated by Power Sector.

(Source : Times of India)

NTPC’S 800 MW KOLDAM PROJECT MAY
GET DELAYED BY AN YEAR

Commissioning of state-run National Power Thermal Corporation (NTPC) 800 MW
Koldam project may get delayed by an year as the repair work at the site is expected to
take more time than earlier projected. The company, which started the process of filling
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up of the reservoir, could not complete the exercise as the reservoir was unable to hold
water for the project.

According to company sources, the work will be delayed and the project
commissioning may be postponed by at least an year from its earlier schedule of April
2014. “This may amount to a loss of Rs 150 crore to Himachal Pradesh government,”
the source said.

Started in 2003, the project will have a cost over-run of about 20 per cent. The
approved investment of the plant was Rs 4,527 crore. It has been delayed mainly due
to environment and geological hurdles. The project was earlier slated for commissioning
in 2009.The project will supply electricity to Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and Chandigarh. Koldam has an
installed capacity of 800 MW, comprising four units of 200 MW each.

The company is also executing three more hydel plants - Tapovan Vishnugad
(5620 MW) and Lata Tapovan (171 MW) in Uttarakhand and Singrauli Small Hydro
Project (8 MW) in Uttar Pradesh.

At present, NTPC generates 43,019 MW of electricity and plans to add 14,000 MW
in the current plan period (2012-17).
(Source : Business Standard)

MNRE IS INFLUENCING THE CHANGE IN FORTUNES
OF SOLAR ENERGY PLAYERS UNDER REC MECHANISM

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy(MNRE) is lobbying for changing the
fortunes of solar energy players under the renewable energy certificates or the REC
mechanism. These certificates might be costlier than the actual purchase, but the
ministry is confident that the regulator will be able to enforce the sale of these
certificates.Secretary in the ministry, Upendra Tripathy told the gathering at the Solar
Energy Summit at PHD Chambers, Delhi, that the ministry was in touch with the
Central Electricity Regulatory Commission and forum of regulators, to work out the
probability. The secretary refused to divulge the details - citing the model code of
conduct due to ongoing general elections-but said that once the new government comes
in, there will be a comprehensive policy around this.

Buying RECs is mandatory for all power distribution companies under the existing
electricity Act. This is done to promote renewable energy. The REC mechanism is a
market based instrument to address the mismatch between the availability of renewable
energy (from solar, wind and hydel) and requirement of the distribution companies to
blend them in their electricity purchase mix. These certificates are issued to the
generators, who in turn sell these certificates to distribution companies. This is a sort of
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cross subsidization, to make renewable energy more viable and discourage consumers
from using electricity generated from fossil fuels. RECs are issued for every 1 MWh
electricity injection into the grid.

Till 2013, 3344 MW was registered for the REC trades.As per the data available,
there are hardly any Indian state distribution companies, which are meeting the REC
targets. They are complaining that with REC certificates, the electricity tariff becomes
costlier, and it is not viable for the distribution companies to comply with these
obligations. The CERC data shows that in 2012, only Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Jharkhand,
Himachal Pradesh and Goa could comply with the REC purchases.

The white paper released by PHD Chamber, also suggested that the price set by
CERC at Rs 9300/ MWh to Rs 13400/MWh in August 2011, it does not make logical
sense for any distribution company to buy at this price. The current price of solar
generation has come down to Rs 7500/ MWh. The officials in CERC told Business
Today that they have appointed consultants to look into this matter, and expect their
findings by July.

(Source: Business Today)

KARNATAKA, GUJARAT TO DISALLOW OPEN
ACCESS TO HIT INDUSTRIES

Karnataka and Gujarat Government'’s decision to disallow sale of electricity through
open access could negatively impact operations of close to 200 industrial consumers,
industry chamber CII said. With this decision coming into effect, industrial electricity
consumers (consumption of over 1 MW) in Gujarat will now buy power from within
the State at Rs 6-7 per unit as opposed to the Rs 4-4.5 per unit charged by power
exchanges, it said in a statement.

Karnataka, on the other hand, has restricted power sales within the boundaries of
the State, and hence curbing the choice of power generators to sell power to consumers
outside the State.

Anil Sardana, Chairman, CII National Committee on Power and Managing
Director, Tata Power Company Ltd, said, “Open access is at the centre of the new
Electricity Act 2003 and must therefore be supported and pursued by all stakeholders
in the electricity business. The consumer’s choice to explore competitive electricity
price thereby contributing to economic competitiveness of their products and services
is an important aim of the Act. It is hoped that such competitive spirit shall be
maintained duly tiding over short term challenges of capacities in transmission system,
etc.”

(Source: PTI)
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MSERC APPROVES POWER TARIFF HIKE BY 15% IN
MEGHALAYA

The Meghalaya State Electricity Regulatory Commission (MSERC) has approved
a 15 per cent hike in power tariffs, rejecting the state utility’s proposal for a whopping
89 per cent increase in electricity rates.

“The Commission has approved an average increase of about 15 per cent of the
power tariff in the state for the current fiscal year,” MSERC Chairman Anand Kumar
told PTI. He said the Commission has also approved a 13 per cent hike of power tariff
of around 2.5 lakh domestic consumers while the tariff for 20,000 odd commercial
consumers and 158 industrial consumers have been hiked by about 15 per cent.

The power tariff for around 60,000 BPL consumers (Kutir Jyoti metered consumers)
has been raised the least with the Commission approving only 12 per cent hike, Kumar
said. The approved increase in power tariff will be effective from April 1, 2014 till
March 31, 2015. The Meghalaya Public Distribution Corporation Ltd (MePDCL) had
proposed an increase of 89 per cent in a tariff petition filed before the Commission for
2014-15 to meet skyrocketing purchase and transmission cost of power, projected over
Rs 600 crore for the current fiscal. According to the Commission’s chief, the fixed
power charge for domestic consumers has been raised to Rs 40 per KW per month
from the existing Rs 35 while the fixed power charge for commercial consumers has
been hiked by Rs 10 per KW per month from the existing tariff of Rs 70 per KW. The
commercial consumers will have to shell Rs 5 per unit as against the previous charge
of Rs 4.5. The approved charges would entitle the state-owned power company to
charge Rs 2.9 for the first 100 units from the existing Rs 2.60.

The energy charge for the next 100 units has been raised to Rs 3.40 from the existing
Rs 3 and energy charge above 200 units has been raised to Rs 4.40 from Rs 3.75,
Kumar said.The new tariff would however be lesser than neighbouring state like Assam
(Rs 3.58-Rs 6.15 a unit), West Bengal (Rs 3.75-Rs 6.9) and Tripura (Rs 4.11-Rs 7.96 per
unit).

The Commission has also approved the annual revenue of the Meghalaya Power
Distribution Corporation Limited (MePDCL) at Rs 618 crore with an approved loss
level of about 24 per cent, Sharma said.

(Source : PTT)
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INDIA SIGNS POWER CONTRACTS FOR 700
MEGAWATTS SOLAR.

India signed contracts to purchase solar power from companies building 700
megawatts of capacity awarded in a national auction.

The government is waiting to sign purchase agreements for the remaining 50
megawatts from the auction in February, Tarun Kapoor, joint secretary at the Ministry
of New and Renewable Energy, said today in an interview in New Delhi. The
agreements, which provide lock in rates for the power generated for 25 years, bind
developers to complete the plants within 13 months.

Two developers dropped out after winning bids, including St. Peters, Missouri-
based SunEdison Inc. (SUNE), which said last week it gave up a 20-megawatt project
because local equipment shortages and prices make it unviable. The other developer
that Kapoor didn’t identify, forfeited its project after failing to get permission from its
parent to proceed, he said.

Kapoor ruled out extending the 13-month commissioning deadline after an
industry lobby requested more time this month amid a dispute between developers
and local equipment suppliers.

(Source : PTI)
GAS SHORTAGE CRIPPLES POWER PLANTS IN CAPITAL

The Delhi government’s 1500MW gas-based plant in Bawana has been in the
news for the past few years because of the gas crisis. The plant was pitched as a
solution to the capital’s dependence on other states for meeting its power demand.
But, shortage of gas to operate the plant has made it more of a liability.

Discoms have not yet sourced power from the plant this season. But with the
temperature rising, they may be left with no choice. The peak demand this year is
expected to be about 6200MW.

Currently, discoms are able to source power from other places at a cheaper cost.
“The plant functions irregularly because of gas shortage. This raises the cost of power
generation. Regular gas supply would bring down the costs substantially. However,
the government doesn’t run the plant to full capacity and that deters us from sourcing
power from it,” said a discom official.

It is not just the Bawana plant which is suffering because of the gas crisis, Tata
Power’s 108MW plant in Rithala has become almost redundant because of no gas
availability. “We try to source the cheapest power available. If the power produced
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from Bawana costs about Rs 5-6 per unit, even DERC will ask why we are sourcing
power from there when economically viable options are available. Power from Bawana
will not become affordable till they have a regular supply of gas,” said an official. At
present, the Bawana plant is in shutdown mode because of which discoms have not
sought power from it yet.

(Source: TOI)

OVER 14,000 MW HYDRO POWER CAPACITY IS UNDER
EXECUTION: CEA

Over 14,000 MW of hydro power capacity is under execution in the country and
would be commissioned in the next four years, according to the Central Electricity
Authority (CEA).As many as 40 projects are under various stages of implementation
in the country which will be commissioned by 2018, the CEA data showed. The projects
are being developed by the central and state governments and also by the private
sector. The central government is constructing projects with over 7,500 MW capacity
which include five projects of NHPC and three of NTPC.

Country’s largest hydro power producer NHPC is setting up 330 MW Kishanganga
(Jammu & Kashmir), 800 MW Parbati II and 520 MW Parbati III (Himachal Pradesh),
160 MW Teesta Lower (Sikkim) and 2,000 MW Subansiri (Arunachal Pradesh).

Another state-owned firm NTPC, which is primarily engaged in thermal power
generation, has also diversified into hydel generation and is executing three - 800 MW
Koldam (Himachal Pradesh), 520 MW Tapovan Vishnugad (Uttarakhand), 171 MW
Lata Tapovan (Uttarakhand) projects.

NEEPCO ( North Eastern Electric Power Corporation Limited) is also building three
hydel projects 600 MW Kameng and 110 MW Pare in Arunachal Pradesh and 60 MW
Tuirial in Mizoram.

Over 2,000 MW hydel capacity is being added by the state power generation
companies with Himachal Pradesh contributing a lion’s share of 956 MW. Six hydel
plants in the state are in various stages of execution and will be commissioned by 2018.

Private sector projects will contribute over 4,500 MW capacity from hydro power
projects in the next four years. As many as 18 hydel plants are being constructed by
private players such as GMR, GVK, Lanco etc. At present, hydro power contributes
over 17 per cent or 39,788 MW to the country’s total installed capacity of 2,28,722
MW.

(Source : DNA India)
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MAHARASHTRA ELECTRICITY REGULATORY
COMMISSION REFUSES OPEN ACCESS TO INDUSTRIES

Industrialists in the state are completely dismayed by the decision of Maharashtra
Electricity Regulatory Commission (MERC) to turn down applications of several
industries seeking permission to buy power from Indian Electricity Exchange (IEX). It
has refused to renew the open access (OA) permits of five industries.

MERC has upheld the contention of MSEDCL that it will face operational and
financial difficulties if industries were granted OA through IEX. These difficulties need
to be addressed before OA can be allowed through exchanges. It claimed there was no
specific provision in MERC OA Regulations to allow purchase of power through
exchanges.

Twenty-nine industries had filed petitions in MERC either seeking OA or
complaining about MSEDCL’s unwillingness to grant the same. All of them have been
rejected.The industrial power tariff of MSEDCL is one of the highest in the country.
The industries find buying power from exchanges cheaper. MSEDCL contends that if
subsidizing consumers start buying power from elsewhere, then the entire tariff
structure will collapse and it will be forced to increased the tariff of common consumers.

MSEDCL officials have been unofficially telling the media that soon after
parliamentary elections several states will go in for sharp revision of power tariff as
their discoms are in very bad shape. They claim that their power tariff will come at par
with other states after this revision.

(Source : ET)

FINANCE MINISTRY STEPS IN TO RESCUE DABHOL
POWER PROJECT

The finance ministry has stepped in to rescue the Dabhol Power Project, which is
struggling to collect Rs 400 crore dues from Maharashtra’s power utility. The ministry
says it would deduct the amount from central funds to be transferred to the state if the
dispute is not resolved amicably.

The project, which was built by Enron Corp, has been in trouble since last year,
when dwindling gas supply from Reliance Industries” KG-D6 block forced it to shut
down.

It owes Rs 8,500 crore to lenders and is struggling to keep afloat. It is controlled by
Gail India and NTPC, which have 32.86% while Maharashtra government owns
17.41% and its lenders together own 16.87%.
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The company had billed Rs 400 crore to the utility last year, but this has been
challenged by the customer. The matter is now before the appellate authority. At a
recent meeting, the central government asked Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution
Company to urgently clear its dues because of the poor financial condition of the
supplier, government officials said. It urgently needs about Rs 630 crore to service its
debt and avoid asset downgrade.

The project can use costly, imported liquefied natural gas (LNG), but the state’s
utility was not ready to buy the expensive electricity so produced. To service its debt,
the plant needs to operate at 68% capacity that requires 6.5 mmscmd of gas.

The finance ministry has reminded the state utility about the power purchase
agreement that authorises the Centre to deduct the default amount from the central
government’s fund transfers to the state as a payment security.

(Source: ET)

POWER DEMAND BLACKOUT SPARKS SPOT PRICE
MELTDOWN

Dip below NTPC's average tariff for the first time.

A historic slump in power demand from bankrupt distribution utilities has dragged
down spot prices at India’s largest power exchange, India Energy Exchange (IEX), to
the lowest ever in its seven-year history. Average prices crashed to Rs 2.80 per unit last
financial year — lower than even the average tariff of Rs 2.92 per unit at which the
country’s largest and cheapest power producer NTPC Ltd supplies electricity under

long-term PPAs (power
purchase agreements).

The trend raises a key
question: Will discoms
renege on  purchase
commitments from
NTPC? PPA terms allow
discoms to curtail the
committed quantum of
power but they have to pay
at least the  fixed
charges.According to the
latest market data sourced
from IEX and Central
Electricity Regulatory
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Commission (CERC), volume of power traded on the exchanges has grown from 2.6
billion units (BUs) in 2008-09 to 29 BUs last fiscal.

However, prices have declined sharply from Rs 7.4 per unit in 2008-09 to Rs 3.5
per unit in 2011-12 and Rs 2.80 per unit last fiscal. During the same time, NTPC’s
average tariff grew from Rs 2.12 per unit in 2008-09 to Rs 2.63 per unit in 2010-11
before rising to Rs 2.96 per unit last financial year.Also, thanks to the downward
spiral in prices, the total value of power traded on the exchange dropped in 2013-14
to Rs 8,120 crore, the first dip since August 2008 when exchanges started operations.

Demand for power in the country grew by a meagre 0.07 per cent to 1,35,561
Megawatt (Mw) between April and February last financial year from 1,35,453 Mw in
the same period of the previous fiscal. Demand had grown at 5.2 per cent in 2012-
13.Apart from the historic dip in demand, the low spot prices are also due to record
capacity addition and the recent improvement in coal supply for stations. India added
close to 12,000 Mw of power capacity last financial year after two successive years of
21,000-Mw capacity addition each.

(Source: Business Standard)

POLICY CONCERNS FORCE GE TO SHIFT FOCUS FROM
INDIA TO BANGLADESH

In a reflection of foreign firms shifting their focus from India to elsewhere because
of domestic hurdles, General Electric Co. (GE) is concentrating on Bangladesh for its
power generation business, attracted by the country’s fast decision-making, said Banmali
Agrawala, president and chief executive for GE South Asia.

With power projects of an aggregate capacity of 9,322.5MW being stranded in
India in the absence of gas, gas-rich Bangladesh has emerged as the destination of
choice for GE for its power business.”In our region we have Bangladesh where we
continue to do business. They have gas and let me be tongue in cheek and say that
they take decisions. From the power generation perspective, at the moment there is
more activity we have for the newer gas-based power plants in Bangladesh,” said
Agrawala.

Bangladesh has substantial gas reserves of 135.8 billion cu.m. and installed capacity
of 10,264MW, with plans to achieve 24,000MW capacity in five years. Slowing growth,
high borrowing costs and delays in securing regulatory approvals have hit many
infrastructure projects in India, including power plants, hurting the ability of their
promoters to repay creditors and vendors.
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India has a power generation capacity of 237,745MW, of which 21,382MW is
fuelled by gas. For these projects to operate at a plant load factor —a measure of average
capacity utilization—of 70%, a supply of 71.7 million standard cubic metres per day
(mscmd) of gas is required. But the total gas supply is much less.

Also, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Odisha and West
Bengal have deferred raising electricity tariffs with the Election Commission putting
the decision on hold because of the elections.

“We believe the governments of some other states may also be waiting for elections
to conclude before announcing power tariff hikes. If implemented, the tariff hikes
would be good for the state electricity board package, and would benefit the sector,”
UBS Global Equity Research said in a 3 April report.

(Source : PTI)

INDIAN NUCLEAR GENERATION TOPS 35.3 TWH
IN FY2013-14

Generation from India’s 21 nuclear power reactors reached 35,333 GWh in financial
year 2013-14, state-owned Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) said
1 April.

This represents an increase of 7.5% over the 32,860 GWh generated in 2012-13,
according to figures from the Central Electricity Authority (CEA), and was above the
FY target of 35,200 GWh, again according to CEA figures.NPCIL said that generation
was achieved from ‘the safe and reliable operation” of 21 nuclear power reactors,
including unit 1 of the Kudankulam plant (1000 MW), which was connected to the
grid on 22 October 2013.India currently has 4730 MW of installed nuclear capacity.

NPCIL also announced that unit 5 of its Rajasthan Atomic Power Station broke
the Indian record for the longest continuous operation on 1 April, after 607 days of
non-stop operation. RAPS 5 beat the previous record of unit 2 at the Tarapur Atomic
Power Station, set in August 2012.RAPS unit 5 is a 220 MWe Indian-designed
pressurized heavy water reactor (PHWR), which started-up towards the end of 2009.
The previous record-holder Tarapur unit 2 is a 210 MWe General Electric boiling water
reactor, which began operation in 1969.

(Source: ET)
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MARGINAL CAPACITY ADDITION CASTS ASHADOW OVER
WIND ENERGY

Is the end of Tamil Nadu's wind power “growth story” in sight? In a State that
witnessed an unprecedented growth in the sector of wind energy not long ago, capacity
addition during the just-concluded financial year of 2013-2014 was marginal, with
107 megawatt (MW).The capacity of wind mills, which was around 2040 MW in
April 2005, rose to 6,971 MW seven years later. This meant an average increase of 616
MW a year. In monetary terms, going by the Tamil Nadu Electricity Regulatory
Commission’s approved figure of capital cost of Rs. 5.75 per MW, the State saw a
capital investment of Rs. 3,540 crore every year.

During 2011-2012 alone, the increase in the installed capacity of wind mills was
1,083 MW. But, since then, the sector saw only an incremental increase. In the last
two years, wind mills of a mere 282 MW were commissioned.Interestingly, despite the
Central government’s policy intervention last year, there has been little improvement.
A generation-based incentive (GBI) scheme was reintroduced, but the capacity addition
was modest.

A senior policymaker says the sector has been thriving on the basis of one sop —
accelerated depreciation. Once this was withdrawn in April 2012, the sector has just
crumbled, he says. Though industry does not accept this point, it has been demanding
restoration of this concession.Energy specialists A.D. Thirumoorthy and Vineet
Vijayaraghavan acknowledge that the potential of the existing sites has almost been
exhausted. In terms of land availability and supporting infrastructure in the present
regions such as those in Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Theni and Coimbatore, the level of
saturation is quite visible.

But, the president of the Indian Wind Power Association, K. Kasturirangaiyan,
has a different take. It is not just in Tamil Nadu but also in other States that the rate of
growth has gone down. The capacity addition nationwide was 3,200 MW a few years
ago. Now, it should be around 1,500 MW.However, the specialists say there is enormous
potential for growth of the sector in the State. While Mr Thirumoorthy feels that with
greater technological advances, the sector is bound to grow further, Mr Vijayaraghavan
points out that new sites are being developed, and it will take a few years for
transmission infrastructure to be put in place. Mr. Kasturirangaiyan reckons that the
restoration of the benefit of accelerated depreciation will give the sector a fresh lease
of life.

(Source: The Hindu)
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POWER PROJECTS LEFT IN THE LURCH FOR WANT OF
NATURAL GASIN KERALA

It looks like the fate of the proposed Natural Gas (NG)-fuelled mega power projects
of the Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) in the state solely depends on the pricing
of the fuel. Though many of the projects are coming up in Ernakulam district the final
decision is yet to be taken by the Board.

“The future of liquefied natural gas (LNG) power plants in the state depends on
the availability of domestic gas and the cooling off of imported LNG prices. A final
decision could only be taken after considering these factors,” KSEB authorities stated
in an RTI query about the present status of the NG power projects in the state.

The proposed mega power plants using LNG as fuel in the state are Brahmapuram
Combined Cycle Plant (400 Mega Watt), conversion of Kayamkulam NTPC (360MW),
Kayamkulam NTPC expansion (1950MW), Puthuvype (1200MW) and Cheemeni
project (1200MW).

Much to the dismay of the Board, the source of availability of NG in the state is the
Petronet LNG Terminal at Puthuvype. The connectivity to supply the fuel from there
to the target customers is not ready which mars the hope of getting the domestically
available gas from other parts of the country.

“Since the current asking price of LNG from the Puthuvype terminal hovers around
$24 per million metric British thermal units, the cost of power generation may be
Rs.15/-. The current production cost at diesel power plants is Rs.13/- per unit.
According to the earlier estimate, the power generation cost using natural gas was
below Rs.10/- per unit but with the increase in the imported gas price the chance of
producing cheaper power is bleak,” experts point out.

It is learnt that the KSEB has applied for the supply of domestic gas for all these
proposed power projects. Apart from these mega projects there are also plans to convert
the existing Brahmapuram diesel power plant (36MW) and BSES naphtha power plant
at Eloor (157MW) into natural gas mode.

“We are giving priority to convert the existing power plants running on other
fuels into natural gas. The pricing of the fuel from the Puthuvype terminal remains a
key challenge for the implementation of the mega power projects,” KSEB sources said.

(Source : The New Indian Express)
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SOLAR CAPACITY IN INDIA CROSSES 2,500 MW.

According to reports, the total grid-connected solar capacity, commissioned under
the National Solar Mission, crossed the 2,500-MW mark and stood at 2,632 MW as on
March 31, 2014. Of the total, a little over a third of capacity was commissioned in
Gujarat.

A total capacity of 947 MW was commissioned during fiscal 2013-14 and Madhya
Pradesh added highest capacity of 310 MW during the year, according to a document
of Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE).

Of the commissioned, higher contribution came from state-policy driven projects
at 1,322 MW, followed by MNRE projects at 688 MW, REC Scheme at 491 MW and
the rest came from RPO (renewable purchase obligation), private sector rooftop and
central government organisations.

Gujarat (916 MW) topped the cumulative capacity table, followed by Rajasthan
(730 MW), Madhya Pradesh (347 MW) and Maharashtra (249 MW), among others.

“The solar market potential remains as large as ever, even in a slower-growing
economy. As power shortfalls continue, peak shortage is a critical problem that has
stifled industrial growth, and back-up generation is becoming increasingly expensive.
The diesel price hike of 50 paise a month since January 2013 has resulted in about 15
per cent increase in diesel prices over the last 13 months, making solar a very attractive
option,” Raj Prabhu, CEO and Co-Founder of Mercom Capital Group, said.

While the total new capacity addition in renewable sector for 2013-14 is awaited,
January 2014 saw two milestones — the total grid-interactive renewable energy
capacity in the country crossed 30,000 MW and the total installed capacity of wind
segment crossed 20,000 MW.

(Source : DNA India)

SUZLON RETAINS FIFTH SPOT AMONG GLOBAL
WIND TURBINE MAKERS
Suzlon Group has retained its 5th place among global wind turbine makers in
2013, according to MAKE Consulting.In its annual Global Wind Turbine OEM Market

Share report, MAKE said Suzlon had a global market share of 6.3 per cent, as measured
by newly installed generating capacity.

The other global wind turbine manufacturers among the top five were Vestas,
Goldwind, Enercon and Siemens in 2013. Gamesa slipped in ranking to the seventh
spot in 2013 from fourth in 2012, the report said.
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In America and EMEA (Europe, Middle East and Africa) region, Suzlon featured
among top four OEMs with a market share of 13.5 per cent and 10.7 per cent
respectively, it said, adding that in terms of cumulative capacity, Suzlon - with 23.5
GW of installed capacity - was again ranked fifth globally.

MAKE Consulting considers actual grid connected data (except for Chinese OEMs)
when arriving at the rankings. Given the size of the Chinese wind market and limited
data transparency in grid-connected installations, MAKE calculates market share in
China on the basis of installed wind turbines by both Chinese and non-Chinese
OEMs.Based on preliminary estimates, Suzlon has commissioned approximately 400
MW capacity across India in financial year 2013-14 (April-March).

(Source: ET)

GELAUNCHES A LOW SPEED WIND TURBINE FORINDIA

GE, in a bid to tap the growing wind energy equipment market in India, on 04-04-
2014 launched 1.7-103 low wind speed turbine. Developed and engineered in the
country, the turbine would be produced from GE’s Chakan facility situated near Pune,
Maharashtra. Renewables accounts for five percent of the country’s energy mix by
production and 12 percent by installed capacity. The US-based global power major
has already installed 22,000 wind turbines worldwide using its evolutionary technology
platform.

“The turbine’s large 103 metre rotor will help deliver high efficiency output and
attractive project economics. It will further unlock the potential of wind project sites.
We recognise that India is a market with a certain amount of wind speed. It offers a 30
per cent rise in annual energy production, compared to GE’s previous model 1.6-82.5
turbine. A 100 Mw wind farm powered by a new turbine can generate electricity
required to fulfill the needs of 4,13,000 Indian homes and offset carbon emissions of
2,91,000 TCO2 per year,” GE president and CEO (South Asia) Banmali Agrawala told
Business Standard.

Agrawala said that GE leverages global and local supply chains to serve its
customers.”We own design, technology and intellectual property of 1.7-103 turbine.
We will do some critical items locally but will rely on the global supply chain also. The
manufacturing facility at Chakan will meet the needs for the local market but will also
support the global market needs,” he noted.

Mahesh Palashikar, CEO, GE Renewables (India region) said that low wind site
could now be tapped with the launch of 1.70103 turbine across the country. “The
gross capacity factor will be 45 per cent and the plant load factor will be high but will
vary from site to site. We have measured data with one year of proto type run in
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Karnataka. We feel confident about our localisation efforts which will help meet India’s
unmet energy needs,” he added.
(Source : TOI)

ADANIPOWER BECOME TOP PRIVATE POWER PRODUCER
IN INDIA

Adani Power, a subsidiary of Adani Enterprises, has become the country’s largest
private power producing company.With the commissioning of fourth unit of 660 mw
at its power plant at Tiroda in Maharashtra, the total installed capacity of Adani
Power has increased to 8,620 mw.

Till now, Tata Power was largest private power producer in India with installed
capacity of 8,559 mw.

For several quarters, Adani Power has been incurring heavy losses due to non-
availability of domestic coal, rise in prices of imported coal and depreciating currency.
But it sees a turnaround following a new Central Electricity Regulatory Commission
order.”We are expecting turnaround in 2014-15. From losses we may increase to more
than break even this fiscal,” said an Adani Group official.

At present, the company operates four power plants with a total installed capacity
of 8,620 mw which includes 4,620 mw at Mundra in Gujarat, 2,640 mw at Tiroda,
1,320 mw at Kawai in Rajasthan and 40 mw of solar power plant at Kutch in
Gujarat.Gautam Adani, chairman of Adani Group, said, “We are now the largest
private power producer in India. This achievement is a testimony to our efforts in
increasing electricity generation in the country, and only reflects our commitment
towards nation building. It is a significant milestone in the path to achieve Adani
Power’s target of generating 20,000 mw by 2020,” he said.

Tata Power Co, the second-largest private power producer, too has lined up new
projects” Tata Power is in the process of executing a number of power plant projects,
which, upon completion, are expected to increase the company’s overall generation
capacity by 849.2 mw,” the company said on Thursday.

But due to its right issue, the company can not disclose the time limit of expansion
of 849.2 mw.Anil Sardana, managing director of Tata Power, said in a statement that
as one of the largest private sector power generators in India, Tata Power has a strong
track record of successfully implementing large and complex projects across the power
sector.

(Source : Business Standard)
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Farewell

Er. G. S. Ajikumar, former President
,Vice President and General Secretary of
our Association retired on superannuation
on 31-03-2014, after putting in a
meritorious service of 24 years in KSEB.
At the time of retirement, he was the
Deputy Chief Engineer at Electrical
Circle, Trivandrum (Rural) , Kattakkda.
He commenced his service in KSEB as
Assistant Engineer at Moolamattom
Powerhouse in 1990 leaving his overseas
assignment. He worked admirably in all
the three wings of the Board. He was an
expert engineer with very good
management skills. His excellent articles,
both in English and Malayalam, on
contemporary topics captured the
attention of all.

He served the association at various levels
for many years right from Governing body
member to the President of the Association.
He was the General Secretary of the
Association during 2005-07. He led the
Association as President during the period
2009-11. At present he is Director, CEEBA,
a prestigious organ of the Association.

He is a true leader with many personal
traits. His visionary outlook, courageous,
non-selfish motives and pragmatic
approach helped a lot in accomplishing
many goals of the Association. He was
bold and fearless in his approach and
never hesitated in calling “A spade a
spade” As an eminent engineer, he
definitely can contribute a lot to the society
in future also.

By virtue of his sincere commitment to the
Association, we are for sure that he can
never remain a mute spectator in future
activities of the Association and will surely
plunge into these, if time permits.

KSEB Engineers” Association salutes him
and wishes him and his family a very
happy, prosperous and serene active
retired life
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P. Ramachandran
Rtd. Assistant Engineer
Kannur Unit.
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