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Act immediately to create Base Load
Generation Capacity

The Opposition stormed out of the Assembly in protest against what it
termed the present Government’s inept handling of the power crisis. An
adjournment motion on the issue was moved by former Electricity Minister
Sri. A K Balan. According to the former Minister, mismanagement by the
KSEB had forced imposition of the burden of a thermal power surcharge
and an unannounced load shedding upon the consumers. The Government
could have done without the surcharge - 25 paisa per unit collected from
October 1 - as the KSEB had a revenue surplus of Rs 22 crore, he argued.
Quite promptly, Electricity Minister Sri. Aryadan Mohammed replied that
the proposal for imposing thermal fuel surcharge was moved by the previous
LDF Government, when Sri.Balan himself was the Electricity Minister. The
KSEB was committed to purchasing substitute power to tide over the crisis
whatever be the cost,Sri. Aryadan Mohammed said. Although Kerala was
entitled to 1134.33 MW as Central share, the state had been getting only
around 950 MW. This was cut down further following the crisis at Talcher
Il and Ramagundam power stations.

The history of Hydropower development in Kerala begins with the
commissioning of Pallivasal Hydro Electric Project in 1940. Next few decades
saw the progressive developments of various schemes. 300 MW Sabarigiri
Hydro Electric Project in 1965 and 780 MW Idukki Hydro Electric Project
in 1976-1982 are milestones in the endeavor of power development of Kerala
State Electricity Board. Over the last Seventy years, the Power development
in Kerala has grown from a total installed capacity of 109 MW to an installed
capacity of 2746 MW and created Transmission and Distribution networks
of over 10404 and 272480 circuit kilometers respectively. At present, the
Board caters to the needs of 103 lakh consumers spread over the urban and
rural areas of the State. This incremental growth in the power system
brought several changes in the characteristics of the system. The input cost
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structure and revenue composition have
undergone significant changes. Until the
recent past, the hydroelectric plants
owned by the Board supplied a major
portion of the energy requirement of the
state. However, after the promulgation of
the Forest Conservation Act in 1980, the
implementation of new hydroelectric
projects had been seriously affected and
more costly thermal energy had to be
generated / purchased to meet the
increasing demand.

Over the years, the consumption of
heavily subsidized domestic sector has
been increasing and now, it accounts for
approximately 46% of the total energy
consumed. As a consequence, the peak
demand in the state has increased to
almost twice the off-peak demand. This
forced more investment in the power
system to meet the peak demand and
purchase of thermal energy from outside
the State. But the capacity so created
for meeting the peak demand remains
under-utilized during the off-peak
periods. The Board had been supplying
electricity at lowest price in the country
for several decades. Because of this the
Board had to resort to heavy borrowings
to meet the expenses. Though the Board
was statutorily enjoined to function as a
commercial institution, it continued to
function mainly with service orientation
providing infrastructure facility, relief’s
and concessions to other sectors like
Industry, Agriculture and so on. Now, the
State Commission insists upon to perform
strictly on commercial considerations.,::>
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At present, KSEB has a total installed
capacity of 2746 MW including the two
Diesel power plants at Brahmapuram and
Kozhikode. Kerala has approximately
1030 MW of power allocation from
Central Government owned Power
Projects. Facing a peak-time deficit of 1,500
MW, Kerala is headed for a power crisis
due to sharp reduction in its share from
the Central grid and virtual stoppage of
supply from the unallocated pool. Power
cut and load-shedding appear to be in
store for the State, which relies heavily on
its hydel base. It is not in a position to meet
the growing demand-supply gap.

“The situation is really serious. We
will be forced to take hard measures if the
State’s due share from the Central pool is
not restored. It will be a heavy burden on
the State to meet its demand from the 360-
MW Kayamkulam thermal plant of the
National Thermal Power Corporation and
other smaller non-hydel sources in the
State, considering the huge cost of power
generated by them. The State is now
drawing up to 180 MW from Kayam-
kulam, which costs nearly Rs.12 a unit,
much higher than electricity from hydel
sources. The capacity of the reservoirs has
limitations

Power consumption in the State went
up considerably in the last two years with
allotment of eight-lakh new connections,
both domestic as well as industrial.

The new government got too little
time in office and before that Sri A.K.
Balan was the Electricity minister.
According to the former minister the

mismanagement and the poor planning
were the main reason for the present
scenario. He also cautioned the present
Minister against the misdeeds of certain
officers in Board. In the Concept paper of
the previous LDF government they had
planned a capacity addition of 500 MW
during their tenure. But nothing
happened in capacity addition except
certain non-conventional additions. Had
the mismanagement and poor planning
are the reason for that failure in capacity
additions, where does he points the
accusing finger? Regarding the miscreant
officers, it must be noted that after the
inception of the present government no
major changes were done in the above
functional areas and hence the present
Minister should take his warning
seriously.

In the last year our energy
consumption has exceeded 17500 MU and
the peak demand touched 3113 MW in
which just 40% was only contributed from
our generating stations even with a rain
fall that was above 6% during that period.
The balance 60 % of the demand was met
by central share, costlier power from
other diesel stations and from power
exchange. In order to tide over the critical
situations we have to build higher capacity
generating station in our state. Other wise
just like the other essential commodities
our state has to depend on other states in
meeting the power demands and
Thelungana and Naxel agitation will
severely affect the development of our
state. =
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In this circumstance the proposed a
1026 MW gas based power plant at
Kochi, that can be completed within 3
years should be given due diligence. The
previous government had issued the
administrative sanction for the proposal
and the request for gas allocation is
pending before the CEA. The project
envisages three units having capacity of
324 MW each. The proposed project cost
was estimated as 4500 Crores. According
to GAIL the per unit cost of electricity
from this proposed gas based plant is
nearly 3.10 to 4.95 depends upon the

import percentage of the gas. Another
proposal of similar capacity was also
proposed by PetroNet LNG at Kochi.
Now the proposal of Cheemeny coal
based station and Bharamapuram gas
based station is in cold storage due to
environmental and other issues. While
maintaining our effort to harnessing the
hydro potential, effort should be given
to construct at least two major base load
power stations in our state. Let the
proposed LNG based 1026 MW at
Brahmapuram be the first such one.  x
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THE PING PoNG wAY OF PAVING FRIENDSHIPS

When the “Urvasi Shapam” was
delivered to me by the Professor in his
polite words,

“ I'm afraid You are too early for the
second hour” forbidding me to enter the class,

I had no other way than to clear out,
for there was no justification in my being
late by fifteen minutes, ( all others being
in time) for the first hour ( final year Elec.
1969, TKM College of Engg. )

But spending the balance time upto
the start of the second hour was the
problem due to

1. Seeking asylum in the library was not
my habit and

2. It was not yet tea-time in the Canteen.

Thus the idea of visiting the store
struck me. On the way | could sense some
movements and sound in the projection
room of first floor. Due to sheer curiosity |
peeped through the partially closed door
to see the game of Table tennis being
played over there. It was Intercollegiate
matches trials for the University Team
Selection.

Dr. Thomaskutty Mathew Dy.C.E.(Rtd.)

And that was the first time |
seriously watched a Table Tennis Match,
which seemed quite interesting. Game
after game followed with different
players in different styles, each game
proving better than the previous one, as
the rounds advanced.

Needless to say that | was too
absorbed in the game to attend any more
classes. Incidentally that was the first and
only day (during my college days) | dare
cut classes. Inspired and highly motivated
from these matches | started playing TT
from the next day onwards.

College team selection for TT came
just after a fortnight and being a final
year | was bold enough to make a wild
card entry, though | was more than sure
to be the last rank. But another final year
snatched the last rank from me.

However the lecturer in charge, who
himself was just two years senior to us in
the same college, supported both of us
with his declaration just before the start
of the match between us, the lowest two
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“ I challenge the winner of this
match. If he wins, | will treat him and if |
win, he will have to be the host”.

I could narrowly win both these
matches to winning the bet against the
lecturer. Thereafter the relation between
us grew up from teacher student to that
of senior junior friends. He was so nice
with all sporting spirit. And was the king
maker in every event coordinating all
students.

In my early years of service in KSEB,
there was enough facility to play TT and
utilizing that | could figure out in the
Idukki Zone and Kottayam Zones of the
KSEB Annual Sports and Games in the
seventies.

However in the Inter-Zone matches
, the star of the time was
Er.Brahmadathan, from Trichur. He was
an eminent Engineer, a strong member of
KSEBEA, and a man of many trades. He
was already impressing everybody with
his being handsome and pleasing . He used
to surprise all TT opponents with typical
services packed with heavy reverse and
side spin.

I took him a model and went on
practicing all his style and tactics for five
years. Every year he would give me nice
advice and coaching when we meet for
the interzone. Finally in 1979, when | beat
him in Doubles finals, and singles super
league matches, it was he who was more
happy congratulating me warmly. That
was fully a Ping pong way of paving
friendship.

In 1995, during the Silver Jubilee of
the 1970 batch of TKM Alumnee,
Prof.Moideen kutty,

(elder brother of Muhammed. Ali
Rawthar, Tech-Member),My TT friend,
greeted me at the top of his voice .

“ Thomaskutyee... Vittoda”

In the KSEBEA AGB at Trichur, |
could exchange warm regards with
Er.Brahmadattan, CE (Rtd). Before
parting, my friend uttered ( or whispered
in my ears ), Thomaskutyee... Vittoda.,
which still reverberates. Who knew that
he would be no more before the next AGB.
That words now fills me with emotion.

Brahmadathan Sir, | bow before your
talents! *

-

CONGRATULATION

Sri.Unnikrishna.M.Menon, son of Er.K.Mdhava Menon, (Retd EE)
won the GOLD MEDAL from AMRITHA UNIVERSITY. He has
graduated from AMRITA SCHOOL Of ENGINEEING,
BANGAVLORE in Electrical & Electronic Engineering in 2011.

KSEB Engineers Association congratulates
him on his victory
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A young man sprinkling his lawn and
bushes with pesticides wanted to check the
contents of the barrel to see how much pesticide
remained init. He raised the cover and lit his lighter;
the vapors inflamed and engulfed him. He jumped
from his truck, screaming. His neighbor came out
of her house with a dozen eggs, yelling: “bring me
some eggs!” She broke them, separating the whites
from the yolks. The neighbor woman helped her to
apply the whites on the young man’s face. When
the ambulance arrived and when the EMTs saw
the young man, they asked who had done this.
Everyone pointed to the lady in charge. They
congratulated her and said: “You have saved his
face.” By the end of the summer, the young man
brought the lady a bouquet of roses to thank her.
His face was like a baby's skin.

Keep in mind this treatment of burns which
is included in teaching beginner fireman this
method. First aid consists to spraying cold water
on the affected area until the heat is reduced and

stops burning the layers of skin. Then, spread egg
whites on the affected are.

One woman burned a large part of her
hand with boiling water. In spite of the pain, she ran
cold faucet water on her hand, separated 2 egg
white from the yolks, beat them slightly and dipped
her hand in the solution. The whites then dried and
formed a protective layer.

She later learned that the egg white is a
natural collagen and continued during at least one
hour to apply layer upon layer of beaten egg white.
By afternoon she no longer felt any pain and the
next day there was hardly a trace of the burn. 10
days later, no trace was left at all and her skin had
regained its normal color. The burned area was
totally regenerated thanks to the collagen in the egg
whites, a placenta full of vitamins.

This information could be helpful to everyone..

Contributed by Er. A.G.Hareendralal
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What Are Hard and Soft Skills?

We all have both hard and soft skills
within us, which are a part of our
personality and emotional make-up. The
question is: how can we use them when
we are looking for a job? How can we
make them more marketable, or can we?
First, we should define what they are.
Hard skills are specific and can be easily
taught, such as being able to read or type
a letter. They represent the minimum skills
necessary to do a job and are the first
screen employers use to weed out
applicants who are obviously not qualified
for the position at hand. Soft skills are
more elusive and intangible. An example
might be a bedside manner, a pleasant
voice or a cooperative spirit. Leadership,
creativity and the ability to teach and learn
are all considered soft skills and they are
really the meat of what an employer is
looking for in a job applicant.

To prepare for an interview, a job seeker
must realize the importance of presenting
his or her soft skills to a potential

by Marjorie Dorfman

employer. This requires a little homework
as it will be necessary for the individual to
first evaluate which soft skills would be
most beneficial for the job in question. Go
beyond the job description. Employers like
to see that because such action implies you
will go beyond that which is required of
you, the extra mile, so to speak.
Basically, hard skills may land an
interview but soft skills will land the job.
Think about your resume. Does it include
any of your soft skills? If it doesn’t, re-write
it if there’s time. If there isn’t time, think
about how can you fill in the gaps during
an interview without coming across as a
braggart. One technique is to illustrate
skills by using an anecdote or personal
example. Assume for a moment the
question asked is: “Tell me the last time
you demonstrated leadership.” Your
answer could be: “Last year | filled in for
someone who was absent and things ran
smoothly.” Think hard, but carry a soft
stick, or something like that.

OBITUARY

Er.K.Sukumaran, retired Assistant Engineer passed away
on 10-6-2011 at his residence at Nileswaram. He was
retired in 2004. He was an active and legal member of our
association. He survived his wife and three daughters.

The association expresses its deep condolence to his
bereaved family
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Mmsan 00)allHo6em (all@slowled Er.George Mathew, Executive Engineer
R1UDHHIAB) (A ITILENO QU2 ld0 HaldLflOHeS)He)aM).

Farewell

Er. Thomas paul, joined in KSEB as Sub Engineer in 1980 in
Moolamattom Power House. He has completed AMIE in 1982
and was promoted as Assistant Engineer in 1988. He has worked
in all the three wings of KSE Board. He served the Association at
various levels. He is a loyal and active member of the
Association. He retired from Board's service on superannuation
on 31-8-2011 as Assistant executive Engineer from Idamalayar
Power House.

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes him a happy and peaceful retirement
life.
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Inauguration of Engineers Day Celebration by
Er V J Paul, Executive Engineer,Electrical Division Kasaragod
conducted by kasaragod unit.

A Technical class on "Control and protection of substation and
Equipments' conducted by Er Jayadevan Nair V,Asst Engineer,
Relay sub Division Mylatty on Engineers Day celebration at kasaragod unit.
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Photos of family Meet -2011 conducted by Thiruvananthapuram Unit
at Varkkala on 5-10-2011. Er.M.Muhammed Ali Rawther, Member,
Transmission & Generation (Operation) inaugurated the function.
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