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Sri_K.C Venugogol, Hon'ble Union State Power Minister inougurating
the 58° Annual General Body Meeting of the Assoiation held ot Thiruvenanthapuram on 12-6-2011

BRAHMAPURAM DIESEL POWER PLANT
SHOULD NOT BE LOCKED OUT

e surprised move of the Board to close down the BDPP, thereby depriving
the State of its scarce Generation capacity by another106.6 MW, came as a
shock to many learnt persons in power sector. [t is reliably learnt that the [y
Chief Engineer of BDPP was supra-directed to originate a note
recommending for such a disastrous achon by the present inexperienced
Management Team of KSEB. Inthe preambie of the subsequent Board Crrder,
it is stated that as per the Generation Plan approved by the Board, the
Generation from BDPT 15 not targeted up to December and hence it was
ordered (o |!:JF'I|-:r'.' 17 out of 105 staff of that station ||'ll'|-n11'!'lllu:' the acute
shortage in many areas, If things are being decided as per this logic, the next
target would be the Hydro stations during summer seasons =,
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Editorial Continued

The subsequent events demonstrated
that the so-called approved Generation
plan remains in paper only. Within a
week after the issuance of the B.O, the
BDPP has to generate 621000 kWh of
electricity on 21 and 15000 kWh on 22"
in spite of the fact that in many areas
undeclared load shedding was also to be
resorted to. On 23 the prejudiced
attempt not to operate the BDPP to justify
the generation plan ended in declared load
shedding. The right appraisal to the
authority by the Chief Engineer
(Generation) on the possible social
repercussion in resorting to load shedding
while allowing the available Generation
capacity to idle resulted the plant to run
its three machine again on 24" during the
peak. So a contingency generation plan
should also exist along with the normal
plan and scheduling of Generating Assets
should be done to meet the contingency
too.

Electricity generation is not a seasonal
business like umbrella or pickle
manufacturing where workers can be
hired and fired as per seasonal need. The
essential quality characteristic of a power
system is stability and the main
determinant of stability is redundancy.
The more redundant a power system is,
the more stable it would be. But
redundancy has cost and the tradeoff
between redundancy and stability
determines the optimal cost that
consumer will be paying for his expected
level of reliability. The responsibility of a
power utility is to provide and supply
reliable electricity to customers at
reasonable prices. The accepted practice
is to maintain a reserve capacity equivalent
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to the capacity of the largest unit of the
system as reserve capacity —termed as
spinning reserve- for maintaining the
system stability. But very often, the system
is not able to keep this reserve during peak
and Generators will be running at their
full capacity to bridge the widening supply
deficit. If the system reliability is low,
outages are frequent and will result in
higher loss of load. The Value of Lost Load
(VOLL) of the consumer due to the outages
determines the Cost Of Unserved
Energy(CUE). These terms - VOLL & CUE-
refer to the real cost to the economy on
account of undelivered electricity.
According to adocument published by the
Department of Energy in South Africa, the
CUE for South Africa is about 100 times
more than the cost of paying for electricity
when it is available. As per the study by
PGCIL, in India the value on Lost Load
ranges between Rs 34/unit to Rs 112/unit.
These underlying economic facts are the
reasons why people are willing to invest
for installing diesel generators as St-By
units for their commercial activities,
unmindful of the higher cost of generation.

The decision to suspend operation of
BDPP and the temporary deployment of
essential staff elsewhere should be
reviewed in view of the above ground
realities. Further, transfer and posting is a
very sensitive issue in KSEB and Ad-hoc
deployment on temporary basis may alter
the fragile balance and would prove to be
an unviable proposition. Many questions
arise here. Out of those 47s ordered to be
deployed, 40s are exclusively from
electrical functional sector alone. If there
is acute shortage, why the Board hesitates
for recruiting new hands? For what
purpose the entire civil cadre posted in
BDPP is splitted & shown as (Mech) and
(Civil) and is getting retained there? In a

highly demoralized organizational
environment where Asst. Engineer (Elect)
is getting suffocated with unending
stagnation, the Board should abandon its
newly invented policy of seasonal
deployment of Electrical Engineers from
essential areas to meet the additional HR
requirement for real organic growth on
temporary basis. The Electrical Engineers
too are entitled to get the same service
benefits extended to other cadres like
permanency in posting as per existing rules
and should not allowed to be treated as
bonded laborers.

Power plants are built from
taxpayer’s money to provide Electricity for
the development of the Nation. Generation
capacities should not be allowed to be
locked out for long time leaving the state
in dark. It is not at all fare to resort to Load
shedding while letting the capacity
availability to idle. The volatility in
petroleum price is not a new affair and
some mechanism should be evolved to
tackle the issue like Gas conversion etc to
bring down the variable cost of generation
in BDPP & KDPP. If Diesel Power Plants
are closing down and thereby converting
as non-performing Assets, the question we
may have to answer is why the Board
wasted public money for the creation of a
non-performing Asset. Further we may
also stand to lose the eligible Central Share
also because as we experienced, other
States that are purchasing high cost
power will have reason for bargaining
against our interests. Hence we strongly
demand the Board management to
withdraw its faulty decision on BDPP and
resume the operation on peak/
contingency basis and abandon the
temporary deployment of Electrical staff,
the proposal from the Member
(Generation).
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Ofice: 0471 - 2327561

2321228
Phone o . 279117
2311238
ARYADAN MUHAMVED
M NI STER FOR PONER TH RAMANANTHAPURAM

KERALA
Date: 09.06. 2011

MESSAGE

| am happy to note that K.S.E.B. Engineers’ Association is hold-
ing its 58th General Body Meeting on June 12th 2011 at
Thiruvananthapuram. As K.S.E.B. is a prominent public sector
organization touching the lives of the entire people of our State K.S.E.B.
Engineers’ Association has a major role to play in implementing the
policies of Government of bettering the life of the common man. | hope
that the annual conference will come up with innovatives ideas and cre-
ative suggestions to gear up the organization for better performance
and to brighten up the prospects of the power sector as a whole.

| wish the Annual General Body Meeting a grand success.

Oue,

ARYADAN MOHAMMED =

To
Er. George Mathew
General Sectetary KSEBEA
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KERALASTATE ELECTRICITY BOARD
Abstract

Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972- Implementation in KSE Board-Sanctioned -Orders issued
PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT

B.0.(FB) N0.1313/2011 (PS1/Gratuity/TVPM/2006/dated, Thiruvananthapuram 24-05-2011
Read:- 1. G.0O.(P)N0.17/2008/LBR dated 20-01-2008.

2. G.0.(P) No.38/2008/LBR/dated 25-01-2008.

3. Government letter N0.15853/D1/09/LBR dated 25-07-2009

4. Remarks of the Legal Adviser & Disciplinary Enquiry Officer, KSE Board.

5. Note. No.PS1/Gratuity/TVPM/2006 dated 18-04-2011 of the secretary.

6. Proceedings of the Board Meeting dated 26-04-2011 (Agenda Item No.77/2011).

ORDER

KSE Board is following Kerala Service Rules since 1964. As per provisions in
Kerala Service Rules, Part 11l pension and DCRG are being given to Board em-
ployees as retirement benefits at the same rate as ordered by the State Govern-
ment to its employees from time to time.

In 2002, a retired employee of the Board filed an OP 674/2002 before the
Hon'able High Court of Kerala claiming gratuity as per the Gratuity Act, 1972.
The Hon'ble High Court in its judgment dated 10-03-2003 ordered that the peti-
tioner is eligible for gratuity as per the Gratuity Act, 1972. The Board filed an
appeal (WA 1062/2003) against the above judgment and the appeal was dis-
missed by the Division Bench of the Hon'ble High Court in its order dated 08-01-
2008. Subsequently the Board filed a Special Leave Petition (SLP No.7744-7745/
2008) before the Hon'ble Supreme Court and the Hon'ble Supreme Court has
stayed the operation of the impugned judgment of the Hon'ble Court of Kerala.

Meanwhile the Board had approached the State Government for exemption
from the purview of the Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 invoking section 5 of the
Gratuity Act, 1972. Vide Government Order read as 1st paper above, the Govern-
ment had exempted KSE Board from the Payment of Gratuity Act,1972. Later, the
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above notification has been cancelled by issuing another notification vide Govern-
ment Order read as 2nd paper above.

Consequent to the Judgement in OP No0.674/2002 of the Hon'ble Court of Kerala,
other retired employees of the Board have also filed similar petitions before the Hon'ble
High Court claiming gratuity as per the Gratuity Act, 1972 and the Court has di-
rected them to approach the Controlling Authorities under the Payment of Gratuity
(i.e. The District Labour Officers). As a result thousands of petitions were filed by
retired employees in this regard and many cases are pending disposal before the vari-
ous District Labour Officers and Regional Joint labour Commissioners. In certain gra-
tuity cases, the controlling authorities have ordered to disburse the balance amount of
gratuity as per the Gratuity Act, 1972 over and above the DCRG paid as per Kerala
Service Rules. Against the orders of the Controlling Authorities, Board filed appeals
before the Regional Joint Labour Commissioner by depositing the entire amount or-
dered by the District labour Officers. Board has so far deposited an amount of Rs.40.50
crores before, the three regional labour Commissioners, Kollam, Ernakulam and
Kozhikode. In certain Gratuity Cases the Regional labour Commissioners have re-
leased the amount to the petitioners directly from their offices. Board has also depos-
ited Rs.97 Lakh towards interest for the balance amount of gratuity as ordered by the
High Court in various petitions filed in this regard.

During the bilateral discussion with the recognized Trade Unions for revising the
pay and allowances, the Unions have demanded to implement the Gratuity Act, 1972
in KSE board and it has been agreed to take a decision after examining the entire
aspects involved in the matter. Since the matter involves legal implications, the matter
was referred to the Legal Adviser & Disciplinary Enquiry Officer has remarked that
the employees of the KSE Board are entitled to the gratuity as envisaged under the
Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972.

Having considered the above, the Board has decided to make applicable the Pay-
ment of Gratuity Act, 1972 to the employees of the Board as recommended by the
Legal Adviser 7 disciplinary Enquiry Officer and also to withdraw the Special Leave
Petition filed by the Board Before the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India.

The Chief Engineer (HRM) shall take the further necessary steps for the payment
of gratuity as per the payment of Gratuity Act, 1972. Before effecting the payment,
proper verification regarding the admissibility of balance amount of gratuity and the
status of the gratuity cases pending in various courts and legal for a shall be made.
The details of the entire gratuity cases will be provided by the concerned Nodal Offic-
ers, Personnel department and Law section.

The Joint secretary (Law) shall take necessary steps to withdraw the SLP No.7744-
774572008 filed by the Board before the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India.
Orders are issued accordingly.
By Order of the Board
Sd/-
Ajikumaran.S.
Secretary
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FAREWELL

Er. K Radhakrishnan, joined in KSEB as Assistant Engineer.
He has worked in all the three wings of KSE Board,
including corporate wing. He is a loyal and active member of
the Association. He served the Association as office bearer at
various levels. He retired from Board's service on superan-
nuation on 31-5-2011 as Member (Generation).

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes him a happy and
peaceful retirement life.

Er.P.Padmanabha lyer, joined in KSEB as Assistant Engineer.
He has worked in all the three wings of KSE Board,
including Corporate Office. He served the Association as of-
fice bearer at various levels like state treasurer, unit chairman
etc. He is a loyal and active member of the Association. He
retired from Board's service on superannuation on 31-5-2011
as Chief Engineer (SCM), Vydyuthibhavanam,
Thiruvananthapuram

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes him a happy and
peaceful retirement life.

Er.G.Sudha Devi, joined in KSEB as Assistant Engineer. She
has worked in all the three wings of KSE Board, including
Corporate Office. She is a loyal and active member of the
Association. She retired from Board's service on superan-
nuation on 31-5-2011 as Chief Engineer (Distribution-Cen-
tral), Ernakulam

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes her a happy and

= peaceful retirement life.
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Er.Cherian Varghese, joined in KSEB as Assistant Engineer.
He has worked in all the three wings of KSE Board, including
Corporate Office. He is a loyal and active member of the As-
sociation. He retired from Board's service on superannuation
on 31-5-2011 as Chief Engineer (DS), Thiruvananthapuram.
The KSEB Engineers Association wishes him a happy and
peaceful retirement life.

Er.P.S.Rajagopal, joined in KSEB as Assistant Engineer. He
has worked in all the three wings of KSE Board, including
Corporate Office. He served the Association as office bearer
at various levels like unit Chairman , CEC member etc. He
is a loyal and active member of the Association. He retired
from Board's service on superannuation on 31-5-2011 as
Chief Engineer (Generation), Moolamattom.

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes him a happy and

peaceful retirement life.

Er.J.Cicilet Mary, joined in KSEB as Assistant Engineer.
She has worked in all the three wings of KSE Board,
including Corporate Office. She is a loyal and active mem-
ber of the Association. She retired from Board's service on
superannuation on 31-5-2011 as Chief Engineer (HRM),
Thiruvananthapuram.

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes her a happy and

peaceful retirement life.

Er. Ebanezer Samji joined in KSEB as Assistant Engineer. He
has worked in all the three wings of KSE Board, including
Corporate Office.. He is a loyal and active member of the
Association. He served the Association as office bearer at
various levels. He was the Vice President of the Association.
He retired from Board's service on superannuation on
31-5-2011 as Chief Engineer (Safety Commissioner),
Thiruvananthapuram.

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes him a happy and
peaceful retirement life.
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(OFFICE BEARERS 2011-12 )

KSEB ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION

1  Er.E.Mohammed Shereef President 9447428211
2. Er. George Mathew Vice-President(South) 9447104672
3. Er.K.Nagaraja Bhat Vice-President(South) 9447395139
4.  Er.K.Mukesh Kumar Treasurer 9446438392
5. Er.Edwin Callistus Org. Secretary (South) 9446008236
6. Er.T.B.Jagathy Org. Secretary(North) 9447308651
7. Er. V.Ranjit Kumar Secretary (H.Q) 9895492130
8. Er A.C.Abdul Nazar Secretary (North) 9446844597
9. Er. K.R.Rajan Secretary (south) 9446079606
KSEB ENGINEERS BENEVOLENT FUND
1. Er.George V. James Chairman 9447325400
2.  Er.Susan Joseph Vice Chairman 9447965294
3. Er.K.P.Jeeji Francis Secretary 9447618227
4.  Er.G.Shajkumar Treasurer. 9895242889
5.  Er.P.Jayakrishnan Joint secretary 9496011499
6. Er.Sheela M. Daniel. Joint Secretary 9895453283

Er.K.P.Muhammed Asharaf, joined in KSEB in 1981. His
major service was in Distribution. He is a loyal and active
member of the Association. He served association as unit trea-
surer of Kannur unit for the last three years. He retired from
Board's service on superannuation on 30-4-2011Assistant
Engineer from Ele. Circle, Kannur

The KSEB Engineers Association wishes him a happy and
peaceful retirement life.

OBITUARY

Er.K.Sukumaran, retired Assistant Engineer passed away on
10-6-2011 at his residence at Nileswaram. He was retired from
Board's service in 2004. He has worked as Assistant Engineer
from 1988 and his service was mostly in distribution wing.
He was an active and loyal member of our association. He
survived his wife and three daughters.

The association expresses its deep condolence to his bereaved
family
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